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BANKURA DISTRIOT. 





OHAPTER I. 


PHYSIOAL ASPROTS. 


Bawxuns, tho wostornmost district of the Burdwin Division, ts onemnaz 
situated botweon 22° 38” and 28° 88’ north latitude and between 208™ 
86° 86’ and 87° 46’ cast longitude, It has an area of 2,691" 
square milos, and, according to the oonsus of 1901, contains a 
population of 1,146,411 persons, ‘Tho principal civil elation is 
Bankura, situatod on tho north bank of tho Dhalkisor rivor in 23° 
1’ N, and 87° 4’ B, 

According to looal tradition, the town wos mamed after 
its reputed founder, o ohiottain called Binku Rai, from whom. 
tho Rais of Badrs, a small hamlot of Bankura, claim dosoont. 
Another looal logend is that the town is socalled after Bir 
Bankurd, ono of tho twonty-two sons of Bir Hambir, Raja 
of Bishnupur, who divided his kingdom into as many araft or 
circles and gavo ono to each of his sons, Lara? Saybolia toll 
to the lot of Bir Binkart, who established himsolf at tho present: 
site of the fown, which was then in tho midst of thiok jungle, 
It may, however, bo suggested as a simplor hypothosis that the 
name is a corruption of Bankunda, meaning the five tanks. 
‘The name Bankunda is found in a Sanskrit verso by Badu 
Misra (@ gonoalogist of tho 16th oontury, now regarded as an. 
authority on the history of Bengal families), which records the 
fact that tho great post and escetio, Sriharsa of the Bharadwija 
gotra, lived in Kanka in Binkunda to the west of Burdwin. 
‘Pho name Bakoonda is also found in old official records, and. 
as Tate as 1863 wo find tho town roferred to as “Bancoorah or 
‘Baooondah.’”* 

© Siatoteal and Geographical Report of tho Dstt of Bassoorah, by Heat. 
GolonstJ, B, Gate 
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Reunite On the north and north-east the distriot is bounded by the 
"istrict of Burdwan, from whioh it is soparated by the Damodar 
rivers on the south-oast by Hooghly ; on the south by: Midnaporo 
‘and on tho wost by Minbhiim. In shapo, it rosomblos an isosoclos 
triangle wodgod in botwoon Minbhiw ond Burdwiu, with its 
apex nearly opposite Raniganj, and with an imegular base line 

rosting on Midnopore and Hooghly. 

Gontgurs- Bénkuris may bo dosotibed as a connecting Tink botwoon tho 
plains of Bongal on tho east and the Chott Nagpur plateau on 
the.west. ‘To the east and north-east the land is a low-lying 
alluvial tract, prosonting the appoaranoo of the ordinary rie lands 
of Bengal, ‘Towards tho west the surface gradually rises, and 
tho lovel plain, groon in its season with paddy, gives place to an 
undulating country, interspersed with rocky hillooks and broken 
up into low sidges and valleys. Here tho fnoe of the country is 
still largely covered with junglo, but in many plaoos the surfnce 
has boon denuded, loaving oxposod extensive areas of hard rocky 
soil. To the extromo west these undulations become more 
pronounced, as the fringe of the Chota Nagpur plateau is roached ; 
and. this portion of tho distriot consists of broken rocky country 
with numerous groups of hills and isolated peaks, ‘Taken as a 
wholo, the distriot oonsista of a wide expanse of gently undulating 
gromd, intorsooted by rivers and streams flowing from north 
‘west to south-oust, which divide it into a numbor of parallel 
strips. ‘This rolling country mexges in. tho. Gangotio delta on tho 
one side and in a hilly broken country on, the other; but the 
ground risos irregularly from tho alluvial plain, and there is no 
markod ridge of hills, 

Natural ‘Tho district thus consista of two distinot tracts. ‘The western 

‘™ portion’ marks tho first stop of tho gradual doscont from tho 
tabloland of Ohota Nagpur to the delta ot Lower Bengal, consis 
ing as it doos, in groat monsuro, of the spurs projecting from the 
western tableland and of low swelling ridges of laterite. In tho 
central portion of tho district tho country is moro open and 
consists of a series of rolling downs, which eventually morgo in 
tho alluvial plain formed by the silt brought down by tho groat 
Gangetic rivers. Tho difference betwoon the deltaio tract to the 
east and the rolling uplands ond isolated hills to the west has 
boon woll described by Sir William Hunter, who writes 
Bankwé the alluvial flats nd in the undulations, isolated 
peaks, and short, low. ranges which form the advanced guard 
of tho hill system of tho central Indian plateau, A poor, 
forruginous soi! and hard beds of laterite here tako the place of 
the fertile deltaio detritus, with expanses of sorub-jungle and 
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eal woods for tho closely-tilled village Innds of the east. 
Tustead of a wealthy ond well-educated population of Hindus 
and Muhammadans, the weston tract is comparatively. thinly 
inhabited by races or castes of a less advanced type, and into 
whose constitution the aboriginal or semi-Hinduized elemont 
strongly entors.””* 

In tho eastern portion of the district, and in the tracts adjoin- Seeasry. 
ing the Dimodar river, the soenery is on the whole tame and 
monotonous, for the eye constantly rests on wide expansos of rice 
fields, green in the rains but parched and dry in the hot weather, 
‘Theee fields, however, are fringed round by villages, encircled by 
clumps of bamboos, mango groves, plantain gardens and palm 
trees, which have a quiet beauty of their own and relieve the 
monotony of the somery. Leaving the alluvial fats, the ground 
gradually becomes more broken, more elevated, and at the same 
time loss cultivated, Rocks crop out, and small boulder-covered 
knolls make their appearance, Long broken ridges now mest the 
oye, either bare or covered by low jungle, from which all the 
largest timber has been removed, though a few trees are loft 
to show the noble forest growth that once existed. ‘These ridges 
fare divided up by irregular patches of more ricent alluvium; 
which extond into the higher ground and form narrow strips of 
cultivation between the uplands. During the hot weather the dry 
red soil and scarcity of troes give this part of the country a 
soorched and dreary appearance, but in the rains the fresh grees 
of the young tice in the hollows and the foliage of the -scrube 
jungle form attraotivo contrasts of colouring. 

‘Tho soonery in this part of tho district has a distinotly park- 
Tike aspect, A traveller suddenly brought here might almost 
imagine himself transported to somo English park, and in other 
places is agreeably surprised to find a long vista of trees stretching 
along a red laterite road, which now passes into the hollows and 
again mounts the slopes. In the western and southern portions 
of the distriot the country is more broken snd the scenery more 
picturesque, as the upland ridges are succeeded by low forest-clad 
hills and wooded glons in the south, while further to the north the 
Susunis and Bibirinith hills stand out as commanding features 
in the landscape, 

‘The hills of the district consist of the outliers of the Chota Hux 
‘Nagpur plateau, and only two ere of any great height, viz, °™™"* 
Susunis and Bibirinsth. Susunis, which is about 14 miles north~ 
‘west of Binkuri, runs almost duo cast and west for a length of 2 
miles, and rises to a height of 1,442 feet above sea-level. It is still ="? 

‘Preface to Volame IV of the Statin Acwouat of Bengal, 
pe 
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almost entirely covered with thick Low forest; and nt the foot of 
the hill is a ruined bungalow erected by a stone company, which 
‘used to quarry stono hero, ‘The Bihfrinkth hill is situated in the 
north-onst corner of tho district and rises to a height of 1,469 foot, 
‘Thore are several low hills in the SAltord outpost in the north-west, 
‘but the only othor hills in this part of tho distriot that oall for 
separate mention are Mojif and Kort (or Karo, also called Kanré). 
‘The Mojia hill is situated on tho south-bank of the Damodar river, 
nearly opposite the town of Riniganj. Its height is inoonsider- 
able, being only about 200 foot above the lovel of the swxounding 
country. In shape it is conionl, with a spreading baso and a 
rather shorp apex. ‘Tho Kort or Karo hill, with a height of 
about 360 or 400 foot, lies about half way botween Mojif and 
Binkurd town, and oloso to the Bankurd-Raniganj road, It is 
of an elongated contour, running east and west; tho wost side is 
stooply soarped, and the north and south sides aro also precipitous, 
On tho cast, however, the hill risos from the ground with a very 
gentle and long asoont, reaching its greatest height just over the 
procipitous western fac. 

‘To the south in thinas Khatra and Raipur are a number of low 
but picturesque hills, of which one, known locally as Masaker 
Pahtr, to tho east of Khitrd, is tho subject of a curious logond, 
It contains a cave, which tho people long bolieved no ono dare 
or could enter, Looal tradition relates that this onve was tho 
residence, in former times, of a muni or sago, who used to reward 
tho visits of his patron, a neighbouring Iajt, by a prosent o 
gold mohur evory timo ho came, ‘Ho always seomod to draw this 
coin out of his matted hair, and the Raja oame to the conclusion 
that his hoad was full of gold, Ho accordingly had it out 
off, but obtained nothing but the curso of the dying muni, 
which one clung to his descendants in the form of horeditary 








Th ite bounded on the north by the Damodar river, 
and is intorscoted by a number of rivers flowing from north- 
west to south-east in courses roughly parallel to one another, 
‘They debouch from the western hills, and are nearly all hill 
streams, which come down in flood after heavy rain but subside os 
rapidly as they rise. ‘Their bods are sandy, and in tho summer 
months nearly everywhere dry up. ‘The banks are well defined, 
and. aro chiefly composed of clay and sand mixed with kankar, 
with laterite rocks cropping up hore and there, ‘The following is 
a briof account of tho most important of those rivers. 

‘Tho Damodar takes its riso in the hills of Chott Nagpur, and 
touches upon the Bankuya district just aftor it has xogeived tho 
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waters of the Bartkar. It thon flows in a south-oasterly direution, 
forming the boundary betwoen Bankurt and Burdwin for about 
46 miles, and onters Burdwan near Somsfir in thina Indas in 
this district. ‘Tho course of the river is tolerably straight, but it 
is full of sand banks, with a fall of 8:40 feet per mile, “During 
‘ho rains, or from the middlo of July till the middle of October, 
it is navigablo by oountey boats; but the rapidity of the ourent 
and tho suddon freshois and floods to which it is livblo render 
navigation hazardous. In the hot season the siver dwindles away 
into an insignificant stream, fordablo nearly everywhere and in 
many plaoos not a foot deop. ‘There is no river-borne trafflo 
worthy of the name, with the exception of large rafts of timber 
floated down the stream. During the rains, numbers of logs aro 
fastened together by ropes to form xaits, locally called mare, with 
threo or four men to stesr thom, ‘Tho rafts eo formod aro some- 
timos 60 to 60 yards long, and genorally flotillas of 10 or 12 ratte 
fro launched together from tho timber-yielding tracts highor up 
the rivor, 

‘Pho Damodar is linblo to heavy floods in. the lower portion of 
ite courso, ‘Tho sizo of tho channol of the river in its lower paxt 
Deing much loss than in its upper part, it is impossible to rotnin 
within its banks tho whole volume of water which comos down 
when the river is in flood, and tho groater part of tho flood 
Aisohargo must pass out and spread over the country. As tho 
floods in the Damodar do not last long, and ns the quality of the 
silt which this rivor carries is good, tho moro inundation due to 
tho flood does good as well ns harm, and is cortainly not a serious 
evil. ‘There is, however, in all such oases a danger of the flood 
water cutting channels through the soft banks of tho stream 
and forming branch stroams, which oontinne to flow after tho 
flood has subsided and which tend to alter tho rogimo of 
the river, 

‘Though tho floods of the Damodar rarely do gront damage “in 
this distriot, much distzess is somotimes oausod by the formation of 
great hend-waves, At times of flood, tho rain water pours off tho 
hills through hundreds of channels with euch suddenness into the 
river bed, that the waters heap up and form a dangerous head- 
‘wave, called tho iurpadan, which is not unlike the boro or tidal 
wave of tho Hooghly, but of greater breadth, extending nearly 
from bank to bank. ‘This hoad-wave presents the appearanoo of & 
wall of water, sometimes five feet in height, and may onus Loss 
of life and considerable damage to property. 

‘Pho Damodar is tho terrestzial objeot most, venorated by the 
Santals; and the country that is most closely assoojated with their 
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name, and which they apparently rogant as their fathorland, lies 
between it and the Kasai. They speak of it as their sea, and tho 
obsequies of their dead are considered incomplete till some charred 
fragment of the burnt body is committed to the strenm, to bo 
borne away to the ooean, 

‘Tho chiot tributary of tho Damodar is tho Sali, which risos a 
fow miles wost of Kort hill and falls into the Dimodar at the 
village of Samsir in thina Indfs. ‘This river drains o lnrgo 

portion of tho noth of tho district, 

Of the other rivers flowing through Bunkurt the most impoxt- 
ant is tho Dhalkisor or Dwarkeswor. ‘This river takes its riso 
noar the Tilnbeni hilla in Manbhiim district, and flowing south-oust 
enters tho district of Bankurt noar Dumdh in porgana Obhatna. 
It pursues a rathor tortuous course to the south-onst, with 
sovoral bifuroations through the Bankust, Onda ond Bishnupur 
thinas, and loaves tho district noar Huzri in thina Kotalpur. 
In tho lower portion of its course, after its confluence with the 
Bilai on tho borders of Midnaporo, this river is known as the 
Ripnartyon. Its fall is less than that of the Damodar, and its 
ourront is hardly porooptible from tho ond of November to tho 
beginning of Juno, but in tho mins it is subject to heavy floods 
‘and is often an impassable torrent, 

‘Tho Dhalkisor has many branchos or old beds in thitnas Onda 
and Bishnupur, most of which meander about for somo distanco 
and then rejoin tho parent stroam, ‘hoy dry up in tho hot 
wonther, to bo again roplonished in tho suoodeding rains, and 
aro known as hand nadie ox driod-up rivers. ‘Tho principal 
‘branch is the Jasoda 7a’, which soparates from the Dhalkisor 
noar Abantiki in the Bishnupur subdivision, 

‘Daring its oourso through the district the Dhalkisor roocives 
miny tributaries, the principal of which aro the Gandheswarl, tho 
Kukhra ond tho Birai, all small stroams with rooky beds. ‘Tho 
Inxgest of theso is the Gandheswarl, whioh, flowing south-west of 
Sumnit hill ond north of Bankuré, joins the Dhalkisor near 
Bhitsahar, a villago two miles from tho town, Like the 
Dhalkisor, it is subject to sudden froshots ; and before now officars 
returning fo Binkurt from tours in the north of the district: have 
hind to wait till the waters fell and go enabled thom to cross over 
by tho oausoway laid across its bed, 

Tho river Silai or Silabatt rises in tho Munbhiim district, and, 
entering Binkuri noar Stlanpur in thina Khitrs, has a short 
course in the south of the district, through that thana and the 
SimlapAl outpost, beforo it passes into Midnapore, whero it joins 
the Dhalkisor. Ibis liablo to heavy floods, although at most 
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times, oven during the rains, it is onsily fordable. -‘Thero are 
some ‘emall but picturesque waterfalls along its course near 
‘Hirmisr’, Its principal tributary is the Jaypands or Jaykhal, 
whioh rises noar Baga in thina Khatrt, 

‘The river Kasai or KansAbati ontors the distriot noar Bamané Kini, 
ihi in Khatré, and, after roociving the waters of the Kumari at 
Ambikanagar, flows through thinas Khatra and Raipur, leaving 
the district near Bora Pokhuris in Raipur. Just above Raipur 
the river forms soveral picturesque waterfalls, but they are of no 
great height. ‘The Kasai js tho only river navigable during the 
rains besides tho Damodar. Formerly a considerable quantity 
of timbor was floated down it from Raipur to Midnapore, but 
with the wholesale destruction of forest trees in tho western 
jungle trncta, this traffic has beon greatly reduced, 

‘Thoro is also a minor river in Reipar thana called tho 
Bhairabbinki, which rises in tho hills of Syamsundarpur and 
has a course of a fow miles in tho distrit, 

‘There aro no natural lakes or canals or artificial watercourses Lax, 
in the district, except an ertificial channel, called the Subhankari yan" 
Khat, which is popularly attributed to the famous Bongel caxazs, 
amathomatician Subhankar Rai, ‘This old channel was ropaized 
uring the famine operations of 1896-97, but has gradually silted 
‘up. Near the town of Bishnupur, and within the old fortifcations; 
are several picturesque tanks ox emall artificial lkes, constructed 
hy the former Rajas, who, taking advantage of natural hollows; 
throw embankments aoross them to confine the surface drainage: 
‘Theso tanks or lakes sorved to supply the city and fort with an 
abundance of good water, and also to fill the fort moat. 

‘Thoro are many small excavated tenks in the more level portion 
of tho district; but in theuplands, the natives, in place of digging 
tanks, throw embankments (called Sands) across the slopes and 
hollows, in order to retain tho surface drainage water for ixrigation 
purposes. Springs aro als common throughout the uplands, but 
the inhabtants do not use spring water, which, élthough clear and 
sparkling, and pleasant to the fasta, is belioved to be injurious to 
health. ‘There are a fow natural pools to be seen along the bank 
cof tho rivers Silai and Jaypanda or Jaykhal, They aro of small 
Breadth and depth, and aro locally called Asura panj, or Khals 
made by tho feot of Asuras. Noax Mejia is a lange. swarap, called 
the Mojis Bil, formed by the overflow of the Dimodar, 

‘The uplands aro still covered in many parts with wide stretches Foun 
of low somb-jungle or of young sa? (Shorea robusta) saplings, 
with ocoasionally a dense thorny undergrowth. In the west~and 
south, trees of larger growth-are found, but in the centtal portion 











Sxovoex, 


a Saud, 


of tho district nothing but stunted jungle now ronisins, all olso 
having been cleared away by the woodman or charvoal burner. 
Even now, though the larger treos havo hoon felled long ago, the 
Inttor, wherever they oon, dig up and burn down the roots 
and stumps for their charooal kilns, The consequence is that, 
where no restriotion is plaocd upon indiscriminato clearance, 
tho soil is rapidly becoming barron, Hore and thors, it is true, a 
soanty herbago still springs up under the slight oover affordod by 
tho stunted bushes romaining, But go insufficient and conrso is it, 
if loft to iteolt, that the inhabitants resort to tho oxpodiont of 
foroing it by firing the sorub in March and April, ‘With the first 
showor of rain, tho grass agoin shoots up, and being of a finor and 
otter quality, affords a little moro nutzimont to the half-starved 
cattle, But unfortunately at this time tho young sal is just 
putting forth new leaves and. shoots, and, these being destroyed, 
its growth and sprond aro effectually retarded, ‘Tho surface soil 
of tho uplands, being thus deprived of the protection which Nature 
would othorwiso afford, is washed away by every fall of ain, 
Joaving exposod largo areas of hard compact ferraginous soil, on 
which nothing will grow. In this way, the distriot is being 
slowly but suroly denuded of its forosts, 

In spito of this, tho ed forest growth, which has boon loft or is 
springing up, is of somo coomomio value, ond there aro several 
junglo estates, which aro oroppod cither yearly for firewood or at 
nxgor intorvals for tho sako of saplings, ‘The jungles ulso produco 
a small quantity of tussor cocoons, which are rocled into throad 
by women of tho woaver class, and somo medicinal plants, which 
‘ro used hy native physicians for medicinal purposes. 

‘Tho greater portion of tho district consists of a rolling countsy 
‘covered by Interite and alluvium, which, itis believed, was origin 

ly region, or if, as is highly probable, it were suibaqueous, a 
soe-bottom formed by an undulating surface of rock, from which 
ore numerous rocky islands, themselves tho relict of a former 
domudation, To the east there is a wido plain of rovent alluvium, 
while metamorphio or gneissose rocks aro found to the extrome 
west, which inoludes a fow of tho more onsterly projecting head- 
ands of the immonse area of gneissoso xooks comprised in Chott 
Nagpur. ‘Those oulliers aro numerous in tho south-west of 
Bankuré, while in tho north-west, and noross towards Malira, 
metemorphio rocks stand up boldly in well-marked ridges or 
bands, the provailing character of which fs homblendio, associated 
‘with granitoid gneiss, Strong massive runs of the hornblendio 
varieties stretch across the country in tolerably continuous lines, 
the general strike being neatly cast and west. ‘The samo prevailing 
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hornblendio character of the rocks continuss southwards to the 
small hill of Kora, which is composed of a granular quartzite of 
ight greyish-whito colour. ‘This hill is in the same lino as 
the more marked rise of Susunia to tho west, ond it may not 
improbably be oonnected with tho same line of faulting or distixb- 
anoo, ‘Thore is a marked change in the direction of the rocks 
north and south of this line, whioh seems to comfzm such a 
supposition, Closo to Kora bill on the south-west, hornblendio 
schists ooour, traversed by numerous veins of pegmatitio granite, 
‘They seldom exceed one foot in width, but they may often be 
trncad for hundreds of yards, the fleshy whito colour of the felepar 
contrasting strongly with the dark greyish-green of the decom- 
posing hornblendio rocks. ‘They frequently form a little ehaxp 
ridge, and look like a great white oablo strotohed along the 
surface, Schorl is abundant in them and, with a pinkish felspar 
and pure quartz, forms the ontire rock, 

As one approaches the town of Bankurt, tho rocks become 
markedly hornblendio, traversed by granite yeins, while to tho east 
tho gneiss becomes gradually covered up with laterite masses 
‘and coarse sandy clays. In the town itself, and to the west of it, 
gneiss is abundantly soon, shewing in great rounded bosses—the 
tops of swelling masses, which just peop through the more reoent 
deposits of Interitio and gravelly character. South of Bankuré, 
veins of epidiotio granite may be traced outting through the 
‘gneissose rocks ; and toward the west, gnoissoso and hornblendio 
rocks may be seen here and there just bentath tho suriaoo-of 
the forruginous gravel and laterite clays. In the Silai river in 
the south-west of tho district tho metamorphic rocks are well 
exposed, but they are much disturbed, and cut up by many 
irregular veins of granite, ‘This granite is highly miseceous along 
tho edges, the mica being found in large orystalline masses of a 
whitish colour. 

But the most characteristic geological fenturo of tho district 
ia the area of laterite and associated rocks of sands and gravels, 
In places one finds true laterite in hard massive beds and blocks, 
in other places laterite gravels, which have all the appearance of 
being tho result of the decomposition and re-arrangoment of this 
more massive laterite, ‘Tho ferruginous gravels in some plaoes 
seem fo pass hy almost imperceptible changes into the solid 
laterite, and in a few instances have become reosmented into a 
‘mass not easily distinguished from that rock. On the other 
hand, they pass by equally insonsible gradations into a coarse 
sandy clay containing only a few of the ferrogincus nodules of 
laterite, which are barely sufficient to give a red. tint to the whole, 
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In this onso also caloareous Aankar is frequently associated, It 
may be mentioned that locally the nodular ferruginous rock, 
mown as laterite, is gonorally called Aankar, while the oaloareous 
conoretions, commonly used as the source of lime, which n 
goologist would oall kankar, are known as ghulin. 

In tho north of the district Interite doos not cover any groat 
area between tho alluvial flats along the xiver Damodar on tho 
one hand and the gnciss on the other. Tt is soon noar Barjort 
nd in thin patches of no groat extent noarer to the town of 
Brnkuxs. In tho highor and moro broken ground extending to 
Sontmukhi and the Dhalkisor, it oovers the groater part of the 
swelling ooppice-covored ridges, and is for tho most part gravally 
in character, but horo and thero forms thick, solid and massive 
Teds, Towards tho west, it becomes thinnor and less marked, 
‘amd gradually moro mixed up with tho dobris of the gneiss, 
‘he flats of tho Dhalkisor now interveno, and south of that 
river Interito agoin shows, forming similar long low swelling 
ridges of broken ground, which extend from Baukurt to 
Midnaporo. 

‘Whorover it has boon seen, tho laterite is dotrital, i.e, it 
contains pebbles of quartz and often of other rocks also, but 
chiofly of quartr, Not infrequently these imbedded pebbles’ aud 
frogmonts inoreaso in number, until the rook becomes a coarse 
forruginous conglomerate. Layors of eandstonos aro froquently 
found with thia conglomerate, irrogular in thoix dovelopmont and 
frrangoment, Nonr Sonimukhi to tho east, this recent conglo- 
orate, whioh forms an uppor cako-like coating where tho laterite 
rooks ooour, rests upon a bod of loose quartz pebbles forming a 
coarse clean gravel. Most of tho pobblos are well rowndod 

{ of them being as big asa man's bend, Another point of interest 
connected with theso laterite doposits is that, as we approach tho 
noise rocks to tho wost, tho number and the size of the frag- 
ments of quartz, felspnx, and othor debris of those rocks incrense, 
clearly indicating the souroe from which thay have bon. derived, 
‘Tho laterite itself gradually thins ont end dies away towards 
the west, becoming broken up into isolated patches of amellor 
and smaller extent ond thickness, until at last a few loose blocks 
may bo the only troo of its former occurrence. On tho other 
hhand, the deposit beoomes more continuous and thicker towards 

0 est, until it is covered up by clays. Widely spread over 

80 Iaterite rocks, there is a sandy clay often composed to a 
large extent: of the small roundod nodular concretions of the 
oterite, and passing from this into an ordinary sandy olay with 
caloareous kankar, 
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‘The Gondwana system is represented in the northern tion 
of the district south of the Damodar river between Moga ead 
the — hill. The beds are, however, much covered by 
alluvium. xy belong to the Raniganj », and may contain: 

—e iganj group, y 

‘The eastern portion of the district forms part of tho rico Boawe, 
Lares Naes Diret and land under rice cultivation 
contains tho usual marsh weeds of the Gangetic plain. On pon: 
ditches and still streams, float aquatio plants, ewompanied i. 
many submerged water weeds, Round villages, and in tho 
neighbourhood of towns, there are the usual shrubberies of semi- 
spontaneous, often sub-coonomic, shrubs and small trees, which 
are oocasionally of considerable extent. The more charaoteristio 
shrubby species are Giycosmis, Polyalthia suberosa, Olerodendron 
infortunatum, Solanum torewn, and various other species of tho 
same genus, besides Thema, Strebivs and Ficus hispida, Somo 
other species of figs, most notably the pipal and banyan, with 
the red cotton tree (Bomba malabaricum), mango (Mangifera 
indica), and jiyal (Odina Wedier), make up the axboresoout part 
of these thickets, in which Phenix dactylifera and Boraseus 
abeliifer are often present in considerable quantities, Hodges 
‘end wasto places are covered with climbing oreopers and various 
milk woods, and also harbour quantities of Jatropha gossypifoti, 
Urena, Heliotropium, Sida and similar plants. Roadsides are 
often clothed with a sward of short grasses, and open. glados 
with taller grasses of a coarse character, while in dry places there 
aro soveral kinds of grasses peculiar to dry regions that havo 
wandered from tho west to this district. Where thero are patohos 
of forest or sorub-jungle, other than those of the village shrub 
ory class, the more striking constituents aro Wondlandia exeorta, 
Gmelina arborea, Adina cordifolia, Holarrhena antidysenterica, 
Wrightia tomentosa, Vitex Negundo and Stephegyne parvifolia, 

‘Tho rest of the district is higher, and here the uplands are 
bare or covered with a scrub-jungle of Zisyphus and other thorny 
shrubs. This scrub-jungle gradually merges into forest, where sd! 
(Shorea robusta) is gregarious, while the low hills are covered 
by o mixed forest containing species of Milius, Sohlichera, 
Diospyros and other trees. 

‘The following is a brief account of the most common trees and 
plants of economic use found in the district. Alkushi (Mucuna 
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prurions) is @ leguminous creeper, the seeds and sood-vossels of 
Which are pounded and used as a blister; the seed-vessels aro 
covered with fine bairy spines, which ave highly irritating to the 
skin when handled, cousing inflammation and swelling, The 
amaltés (Cassia Fistula) ia ono of the handsomest troes in the 
Aistriot, having laxgo pendulous bright yellow flowors, which havo 
given it the name of tho Indian laburnum. ‘Tho pulp, which is 
of a dark-brown colour and sub-acid taste, sorvos as a loxativo, 
while the leaves and soods aro pounded and nse os a puxgo. 
‘Tho wood is much sought after by tho poorer classes for props to 
their houses, as it is hord and durablo, and is not easily affooted 
by damp, or rondily nttackod by whito ants, Tho dsan (Lormie 
alia tonentosa) is another valuable t200, yioling a good wood, 
which is chiefly employed for making lintels and door-posts. 
‘The loaves furnish ono of tho chief supplies of food to the tusser 
silkworm, which spins its cocoons on the small branches or twigs} 
and its branches are frequented by tho shellac inseot. ‘Tho babid 
(deacia arabiea) is common in tho district. ‘The flowers and 
seeds are used for modicine; the seeds aro givon to onttle as 
fodder in bad seasons the gum exuding from the bark is collected 
and gold in tho bazars. From the wood, which is valued for its 
durability and hardnoss, cart-whools and ploughs are made, while 
tho bark yields a good ton; a deccotion of it is often usod 
to harden fho soles of tho feot, 

‘Tho air (Zisyplus Jijuda) yields a small, round, aoid and 
astringent fruit, which the poorer classes gather when ripe, dry on 
the roofs of their houses, and uso as food. ‘The wood is of little 
use, but fences round tho fields aro mado from tho smaller 
‘branches, Tho bel (Aogle Marmelos) grows frocly in Bankura, 
and often attains a largo size. Tho natives bako tho fruit in 
its rind or shell, and administer it for dysenterio affections ; 
‘@ decootion of the bark and root is somtimes used by thom 
in cases of palpitation of the heart, and a deoootion of the 
Jeaves in esthmatio complaints. ‘The plant called bag dherendd 
(Jatropha Ouroas) grows round most of the village gardens. ‘The 
seeds, from which oil is also oxpressod, aro used as a oathartio, and 
the leaves for poultioos; the milky juico that exudes from the 
stem when out forms, with oxide of iron, a good black vamish, 
Pho roots of the bickulti (Zragia intoluorata) axe employed by 
ative doctors a6 an elterative modioine, while the sharply stinging 
tines on tho leaves are sometimen wetted and applied to paralysed 
limbs to exoite sensibility. ‘The fruit of tho bahora (Torminalia 
belerica) is also used medicinally on acoount of its astringent and 
tonio properties. Infused in water, it is given as a oooling 
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draught in fevers, and the expressed juice forms a basis for soveral 
colours in dyeing. The seeds aro used for making ink, and oil 
for buming is extracted from them. 

‘Who rank poisonous plant called dhatara (Datura séramonium) 
may be seen growing in tho vicinity of many villages. Asis wall 
‘Known, it possesses naroctic qualities, and the soeds, when enten, 
produce intoxiontion with fioroo delirium, Thoy ore sometimes 
mixed with sweomeats, and seorotly administered, in order to 
facilitato thett or other criminal designs. ‘Tho loaves emoked with 
tobacco are said to be useful in asthma. The didman tree (Oordia 
Macleodit) is found in tho western jungles, and yields a hard, oloso- 
grained and clastio wood used for banghis, and, by the Suntils, 
for bows, ploughs, oto, ‘The gad treo (Diospyras Enbryopteris) is 
chiefly valued on account of its fruit, the expressed juice of which, 
wiled down to a thick consistonoy, is used as a varnish to protest 
oats from decay and from tho attacks of worms. ‘The juice 
contains about 60 por cont, of tannio acid, andis a valuable 
estringont and styptio, which nds @ place in the native phar 
macoporia. When ripe, the fruit forms an article of food, which 
is much esteomed by the country people. ‘The fruit of the arrd 
(Zerminatia chebuia) is olso used medicinally as a purgative, 
‘Mixed with oatechu, it is a favourite remedy for uloor in the 
mouth. ‘The tmii (Zamarindus indica) is common all over” the 
district; the fruit is dried and used in curries, or mixed with 
water for sherbet, but the matives beliove that, unless drunk very 
sparingly, it induces theumetism. The wood is hard and close 
grained, and is used for making oil-presses, suger mills, eto, 

Kuchila (Stryehnos Nuz-comica), which yislds the common 
Nuz-vomica poison, is common in the jungles to tho west and 
south, and is elso found near the town of Bankura. ‘Tho soads aot 
‘as a stimulant tonio in small doses; and it is not uncommon. to 
find cows eating tho leaves, the result being that their milk has 
a shazp bitter tnsto for several days, ‘The mahua (Basia latifolia) 
is very common and furnishes on important part of the food 
‘supply of tho poorer olasses, When its thick waxy-leaved flowers 
ogin to fall, the people gather them up carefully, and dry them 
for food or sell them for the distillation of country spirit. ‘The 
seeds yiold an oil and-a kind of buttery eubstanoa, oth of which 
aro used to mix with and adulterate g/t, while a decoction of the 
ark and leaves is said to be useful in cases of rheumatism, From 
‘tho palés (Butea frondosa) the gum called “Bengal kino” is 
produced, It is rich in tannic and gallic acids, is a powerful 
astringent, and is vory useful in cases of diarchosa. ‘The eajind 
(Moringa pterygosperma), commonly called the horse-radish tree, is 
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prurions) is leguminous creeper, the seeds and seed-vessels of 
‘which axe pounded and used as a blister; the seod-vossols are 
covered with fine hairy spines, which are highly irritating to the 
skin whon handled, causing infammation ond swelling. ‘The 
amaltas (Cassia Fistula) is ono of the handsomest troos in the 
distriot, having largo pendulous bright yellow flowors, which havo 
given it the namo of tho Indian laburnum. ‘The pulp, which is 
of a dark-brown oclour ond sub-acid tasto, servos as a laxative, 
while tho Jonves and soods aro pounded and used as a purgo, 
‘Tho wood. is much sought after by the poorer classes for props to 
thoix houses, as it is hord and durable, and is nob easily affootod 
by damp, or rondily attacked hy whito ants, ‘Tho dsan (Lermi« 
nalia tomentosa) is another valuable troe, yielding a good wood, 
which is chiofly employed for making lintels and door-posts. 
‘Tho leaves furnish ono of the chief supplios of food to the tussor 
silkworm, which spine its cocoons on the small branches or twigs; 
and ite branches aro frequented by tho shellac insoot. ‘Tho Jabal 
(Aeaoia arabica) is common in tho district. ‘Tho flowers and 
seeds aro used for medicine; the soods aro given to cattle as 
fodder in bad eoasons; tho gum exuding from tho bark is colleatod 
‘and sold in tho bazars, ‘From tho wood, which is valued for its 
durability and hordness, oart-wheols and ploughs aro made, while 
tho bark yields a good tan; a decoction of it is often usod 
to harden tho soles of the foot, 

‘Tho bair (Zizyphus Jijuba) yields o small, round, noid and 
astringent fruit, which the poorer classes gather whon xipo, dry on 
the roots of their houses, and use as food. ‘The wood is of little 
use, but fonces round tho fiolds are mado from tho smaller 
‘branches, ‘Tho bel (Aoglo Marmelos) grows frecly in Bankura, 
and often alinins a largo sizo. ‘Tho natives bake the fruit in 
its sind or sholl, and. administer it for dysenterio affections ; 
‘® decoction of the bark and root is somotimos usod by them 
in oases of palpitation of tho heart, and a deoootion of tho 
loaves in asthmatic oomplaints, ' Tho plant called dag Dharenaa 
(Jatropha Ourcas) grows round most of tho village gardens. ‘The 
seeds, from which oil is also oxprossed, are used as a oathartio, and 
the leaves for poultioos; tho milky juioo that exudes from the 
stom when out forms, with oxide of iron, a good blnok varnish, 
Whe roots of the dichuli (Tragia involuerata) ara employed by 
native dootors as an alterative medicine, while the sharply stinging- 
spines on tho leaves are sometimes wetted and applied to paralyzed 
Himbs to excite sensibility. ‘The fruit of tho daterd (Terminalia 
belerioa) is also used medicinally on acoount of its astringent and 
tonio properties. Infused in water, it is given as cooling 
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dsaught in fovors, and the exprossed juioe forms a basis for several 
colours in dysing, ‘The soeds axo used for making ink, and oil 
for buming is extracted from them. 

‘ho rantk poisonous plant called diatara (Datura stramanium) 
may bo soon growing in tho vicinity of many villages. As is wall 
Jnown, it possesses nareotio qualities, and tho scods, when onten, 
produos intoxioation with fleroo dolirium, ‘Choy oro somotimes 
jmixed with swoomoats, and socrotly administered, in order to 
facilitato thoft or othor ariminal designs, ‘Tho loaves smoked with 
tobaoco aro soid to be usoful in asthma. ‘The dhaman troo (Corda 
‘Macleodi) is found in tho wostam janglos, and yiolds a havd, oloso- 
grained. and olastio wood used for tanghis, and, by the Santils, 
for bows, ploughs, oto, ‘Tho 94d treo (Diospyros Embryopteris) is 
chiefly valued on account of its fruit, tho expresiod juioo of which, 
‘Doiled down to a thick consistancy, is used as a varnish to protect 
outs from decay and from tho attacks of worms, ‘Tho juloo 
contains about 60 por oont, of tannio aod, and is a valusblo 
tatzingont and styptic, which fimds a plaoo in tho native phar- 
manoopcoia, ‘When ripo, the fruit forms an_ article of food, whioh 
is much eatoomed by the country pooplo. ‘The fruit of tho Aarra 
(Lorminatia chebula) i also used medicinally as a purgativo, 
Mixod with outoohu, it is « favourito romody for wloor in the 
mouth. ‘Tho imi (Zamarindus indica) is common all over tho 
district the fruit is dried and usod in curries, or mixed with 
water for sherbet, but tho natives believe that, unloss drunk very 
sparingly, it induces shoumatism. ‘Tho wood is hard and closo 
grainod, and is used for making oil-prosses, sugar mills, ota, 

Kwhiia (Strychnos Nus-vomica), which yields the common 
‘Nua-vomica poison, is common. in the jungles to the wost and 
south, and is also found near the town of Bankuri, ‘The eoods aot 
‘a8 a stimulant tonio in small dosos; and it is not uncommon to 
find cows eating the leaves, tho result being that their milk has 
‘a sharp bittor taste for several days. ‘Tho mahua (Bassia latifolia) 
is very common and furnishes an important part of the food 
supply of the poorer classes, ‘When its thick waxy-loaved flowers 
‘begin to fall, the poogle gather them up carefully, and dry thom 
for food or sell them for the distillation of country spirit. The 
seeds yield an oil and a kind of buttery substance, both of which 
‘are used to mix with and adultorate git, while a decoction of the 
ark and leaves is said to bo usoful in onsos of rhoumatism. From. 
the palax (Butea frondosa) tho gum called “Bengal kino” is 
prodvood, It is sich in tonnio and gallio avids, is « powerful 
stringent, end is very usofal in cases of diarchas, ‘The eajina 
(Moringa plerygosporma), coumosly called the horseradish tre is 
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8 common tree in Bankurd, ‘The flowers and young pods’ are 
used in ousries, the pods also making a good pickle with vinogar 
and salt, ‘The roots, which: have a pungent testo, furnish « 
mubstitute for horse-radish, and aro also considered usoful in. oases 
of paralysis, A limpid oil called Jen is extracted from tho 
seeds, whioh is usod in perfumes and also by watch-makers, ‘Tho 
end (Dioapyros melanozylon) is found in most of the uncleared 
jungle, It yields a very hord, closo-grained wood, the oentro or 
‘core being very hord ond blnok, and, in old trees, similar to 
ebony ; this black heart-wood is, in fact, known os Bengal ebony. 
Besides the above, the mango, date-palm, nim, pipaf, banyan, rod 
totton tree and siyal are common. 

Though tho physical features of a largo part of Bankurt 
resemble those of tho adjoining districts of Chota Nagpur, it is 
far from boing £0 well stocked with game. This is due to the 
gradoal thinning out and, in many places, the entire extermina- 
tion of tho extensive s4? jungles which once covered tho uplands, 
and to the continued extension of oultivation, which have 
gradually driven big gamo westwards, It is also duo, in a large 
measure, to tho ruthloss destruction of animal life by Santils 
and other forest tribes, who never lose an opportunity of killing 
whatever living thing thoy oome across, especially the 
caso in the course of their large annual beats, which take plaos 
at certain festivals in the hot weather. On these occasions they 
gather in hundreds, and tho jungles are practically denuded of 
all game, for nothing comes amiss to their bows and arrows or 
sticks, their aim with thoso weapons boing maxvollously accurate, 
Ik. must not be supposed, however, that the district has been 
altogether denuded of big game, for both leopards and boars 
are still found in the more remote jungles and even occa- 
sionally in tho vicinity of the townof-Binkurs, But thoy are 
becoming soarcar year by year, as cultivation expands, the need 
for fuel becomes greater, and the jungle becomes thinner, 

According to a report furnished by the District Offoor, tigers 
still occasionally frequent the jungles et Saltoritin the north-west 
and-in the Raipur thiina to the south-west, A few man-caters 
are also said to be found in the extonsive jungles of Kuina, 
Kama, Ohiln and Jobr in thine Khatra, which have on aggre- 
gate. aren of 12 squaro miles; in 1904 two persons wore reported 
as baving been killed by them. Leopards, wild bear and hysenas 
aro said tobe found in the jungles at Birsingha, Satgichi, 
Menikbezar and Bonsi in tho Jayrimpur outpost ; ab HAtbiri, 
Krishnaganj, Jadabnogar and Jirmohin in the Kotalpur tha 
‘at Bolband, Belsulia and Kamérpokhur in the Bishiupar thins ; 








‘PHYSIGAL ASPECTS. 16 


in the low jjungle-clad hills of thina Raipur ; at Saulia, Jay- 
Krishnapur, Dhabani and Belistore in the Baxjor® outpost ; ab 
Sialpahavi, Kochdéngo, Dhiusimla and Dhandol in the Sonamukht 
théna ; and in tho jungles to the south of tho Taldingri outpest. 
Spotted door are reported to havo their habitat at the ‘urs hill 
and in tho jungles of Shari, Télghari and Dubrijpur in thine 
Raipur, It should bo added, however, that there are no well- 
uthnticnted instances of tiger being found in the. distrot since 
tho carly sixties, and that the natives often use the tam dara 
dagh for laxge leopavis ox panthers, which are atill plentiful im 
parts of the district, 

‘Wild olephants wero formerly fairly numerous, but have now 
disappoored. ‘The last oopasion on which wild elephants visited 
the district was in 1898—1900, when three of thoso beasts roamed 
through the south-western portion of the district and gradually 
worked their way to within 12 miles of the town of Binkuri, 
‘They were eventually proclaimed by Government in consoquenos 
of their having caused great damage to the crops and proved 
dangerous to human life; and two Huropoan sportsmen suogeeded 
in shooting one enormous malo, by a single well-plaoad bullet 
from an eight-bore paradox, and in wounding a ssoond, which 
Killed a boy in his wild. caroor wostward. Sinoo that yoar 
wild clephants have not appearod in the district, though it is 
possible that a fow may sill find their way to their former 
hounts and visit the extreme south-west from neighbouring 
distriots, 

‘Pho common black or sloth bear is still fairly plentiful, though 
not found in the same numbers as 40 or even 30 yours ago, when 
hero was scarcely large pnich of jungle that could be beaten 
without one or two, or even more, being fumed out, Now, 
exoopt in the more remoto jungles, it soarosly pays to have 
beat, jungle aftor jungle proving blank; and the best way of 
securing o bear is to wait till nows is brought of a she-boar 
with oubs having taken up quarters in a den, ‘They are 
very destructive to the maiz and sugarcane crops, and are often 
found stripping maiud trees of their flowers, of -which they aro 
exceedingly fond; the mother generally climbs the reo and 
shakes the branches in order to make the flowers fall down to 
her oubs below. They frequently attack harmloss men and 
women, who happen to cross their path while engaged in buming 
chareonl or gothering fuel ; and it is not an uncommon sight to 
00 patients in tho dispensaries who have suffered severe maulings 
from them, the head being frequently badly damaged by that 
‘attempts to toar off the: scalp. 
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Leopards axe still found, though in deorensing numbers, and 
hero as elsewhere aro particularly destructive to smaller cattle, 
sheop, goats, and dogs. ‘They are commonly trapped in cages. 
Thoro is o woll-authontioated instanco of a remarkable capture 
of a leopard at Raipur, which is worthy of mention, ‘Two young 
Santal rakhal or oowhord boys were returning home after grazing 
fer oatle, whon Choy cought night of tho tal of « lanpard 
protruding through tho trellis work of the cowshed, Ono of them 
dashed forward and caught hold of the tail, pulling tho leopard. 
towards hima, while he told his brother to run into tho cowshed 
and belabour tho brato with a thiok stick. ‘This his brother did, 
and with such effect that the beast was soon hors de combat and 
ultimately killed outright, 

Among other carnivorous animals tho following are faisly 
common:—hyanas, jackals, fox, civet oats, and wild onts of sovoral 
species, as well as the ubiquitous mongoose. Wild pig and wolves 
aro rarer, but are occasionally met with, and wild dogs aro still 
‘moro uncommon. It is somewhat surprising that wild pig aro not 
‘more numerous, considering the axon of junglo still left, but thoir 
paucity is probably due to their destruction while still young by 
Jeopards, hysonas and wolves, as well as by the jungle tribes, who 
aro particularly fond of thoir flesh and never lose en opportunity 
of catching them irrespeotive of sex or size, Deer are rare, and 
om only be found in the extremo west, on tho borders of 
‘Manbhiim, where a fow spotted, hog, barking, ravine, and dwart 
deer are ocasionally seen, but the noble sazbar seldom, if ever, 
Other common animals are monkeys, chiefly tho largo black 
faced Aanuman, squirrels, poroupiries, and rats and mice of every 
Aesoription, including the odoriferous musk rat. 

Poa-fowl aro still fairly numerous in somo parts of the 
district, Among other game birds ar grey. and black partridge, 
jungle fowl, quail, pigeons and an ovoasional lesser florican, 
On the Damodar and Kasai rivers soveral species of wild 
gooce, duck, snipe and ordinary water-fowl are found in fair 
mnmbers, but are not so common as in other districts, Other 
common birds are those usually met with in other parts of 
Bengol, zanging from the yullure and fish-engle to the bulbul, 
sportow, honey-suoker, and other birds too numerous to men- 
tion in detail: 

TThe fish found in Bankuré are the common ones mot with in 
other parts of Bongal and ore mostly oaught in tanks or iri 
resorvoirs (bandhs). ‘The most common species are the rui, mirgel 
and Aatlé, During freshots hiled Sind their way up the Damodar 
and some of the hill-streams, and in the dry songon largo prawns 

















‘PHYSICAL ASPEOTS, ir 


(hingri) are caught in’ the shallows of the ‘ivers, Here, as 
elsewhere, every pool of water is ruthlosly fished, and even 

tho emallest fry are not spared: 

‘ Snakes are not very numerous, but soveral varietios aro found, Repti 
inoluding the cobra and Herait (Bungarus coeruleus), tho dhdman, 





which grows to a largo siza, an occasional python in the hilly and. 
sooky parts, and the-ordinary grass and other harmless akes.? 
EF. ‘Tho clisnato, ospecially in tho upland tracts to the west, is Oumar, 
much drior than that of Enstern Bengal, From the middle of 
March to the boginning of June hot westerly winds prevail, and. 
the heat during tho day time is oppressive, tho thermomoter in the 
_ Alindo rising as high as 110° to 115°,” Thoso westerly winds 
generally dio away during the afternoon, after which a cool broozo 
i sots in from the south about sunset, and lasts until early morning, 
E * when anothor lull ushers in the scorching westerly breeze again. 
t North-westers, however, are frequent. during theso-months, and 
; holp to mitigato tho excessive heat of the day. ‘They are accom- 
i panied by more thunder and lightning, but far Lem rain, than is 
| obsorved with euch storms further to the eastward, Indeod, they 
otton pass over without any rainfall, and in sach oases the thander 
and lightning, and tho forco of the wind, are violent. During 
tho maing, whioh set in during the month of June and lest until 
the middlo of Soptember, tho olimate is comparatively ploasont, 
for it isnot so sultxy, damp and atoamy as in otlior Bengal distriots 
at the samo aeason of the year.’ ‘Tho oold weather is'also far morq 
bacon and enjoyablo, the air is clear, and fogs are rarcly seen, 
Tn Bénkuri, like some of tho moro westerly dishiots of 
i South-West Bengal, where tho’ surfnoo soil is composed of red 
| + laterite and the hot westerly winds from Central India penoteate 
i at timos, excoptionally high day tomperatures aro a feature of the 
hot weathor months, ‘The mean maximum temperature, which is 
on an averago bolow 80° in Dooember and January, risos to 82° 
: in Febraary, 93° in March and 102° in April. ‘Theroatter, there 
bs i a steady fall until tho monsoon is ostablished, ‘Tho mean 
temperature for the year is 80°, 
‘Tho monthly rainfall is less than” an inch from November to 
Tanuary, avd between one inch and two inches from February to 
April, pfter which there is a rapid inoreass owing to the occa 
* sional incursion of cyclonio storms in May. During the monsoon 
} seaton climatio conditions are very similar to those obtaining in 
: other parte of South-West Bengal. ‘Tho rainfall is maintained 








© ‘The abore account of the Panna of Biakurs as ben prepared fiom 0 nota 
Undly contriboted by Me. W. O, Lydiard of The Manor, Biakwrs. 
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chiofly by oydlonio storms, which form in the north-wost angle 
of the Bay of Bengal and influence weather over the whole of the 
south-west of the Provinos, and also by inland deprossions, which 
“form ovor tho oontral distriots of Bengal and movo slowly wost- 
ward, As tho distriot is moro in tho ino of advance of thoso 
lattor disturbances, rainfall is not so appreciably lighter as might 
‘bo expected from its inland position, ‘ke averago fall in June 
is 10°8 inches, in July 122 inches, in August 11-0 inches, in 
Soptembor 87 inchos, and in Octobor 3:1 inchos, ‘Tho total 
aaverago fall for tho your in 55:26 inchos, 

‘Tho following table shows tho rainfall rooordod at each of the 
rogistoring siations during the cold, hot and rainy'sonsons, tho, 
figuros shown boing tho averages recorded in oaoh ease :— 
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OHAPTER IL. 


HISTORY. 


‘Tire history of Binkuri, s0 far as itis known, prior to the period Ruz axo 

of British rule, is identical with the history of the riso and fall of 744,07 

the Rajas of Bishnupur, said to be one of the oldest dynasties in xuren, 

* Bengal. “Tho ancient Rajis of Bishnupur,” writes -Mr, R. 0, * 
Dutt, ‘trace baok their history to a time when Hindus were still 
> reigning in Delhi, and the name of Musalmins was not yet hoard 

in India. Indeed, they could already count five centuries of rule 

over the western frontier tracts of Bengal before Bakhtiyér 

Khilji wrested that province from the Hindus. ‘The Musalman 

‘conquest of Bengal, however, made no differenes to the Bishnupur 

: princes. Protected by rapid ourronts Mike the Damodar, by 
extensive tracts of sorub-wood and sd! jungle, as well as by strovg 

forts like that of Bishnupur, these jungle kings were little known ; 

to tho Musalmin rulers of the fertile portions of Bengal, and were 

nover interfered with. For lang centuries, therefore, the kings 

of Bishoupur were supreme within their extensive torritories, At 

a later period of Musalman role, and when the Mughal power 

+ extended and consolidated itself on all sides, a Mughal army 
sometimes medo its sppearance near Bishnupur with aims of 
tribute, and tribute was probably sometimes paid. Nevertheless, - 

the Sabaldare of Marshidabéd never had that firm hold over the 

Rajas of Bishmupur which thoy had over the closer and inore 

reoont Rajiships of Burdwin and Birbhiim. As the Burdwin 

‘Raj grew in power, the Bishuupur family fell into deoay ; Maha 

H raja Kirti Chand of Burdwan attacked the Bishnupur Raj and 
~ added to his samindari large slices of his neighbour's territories, 
‘The Mardthis completed the rain ofthe Bishaupur house, which 

is an impoverished zamindari in the present day. 

“ This ancient and rmowned family is, of course, a Kshattriya Onror o 
family, and some thousands of people living in all parts of B™™,, 
Binkuré district, and who aro descended from the old servants or 

: retainers, soldiers or relations of the Bishuupur Rajas, are Kshat- - 
ui triyas olso by caste.... The story by which the Bishnupur 
Kehattriyas connect themselves with the Kshattriyas of Northern _ 
‘India, is thus told in Dr. Hunter’s Annals of Rural Bengal 
02 
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“ Raghunath Singh, the founder of: the dynasty of Bishnupur, 
derives his origin from the kings of Joinager near Brindaban, 
‘Who story of his parentage is as follows :—The king of Jainagar, 
boing soized with a desire to visit distant countries, set out for 
Parushottam, and on his way thither passed through Bishnupur, 
While resting at ono of the halting places in the great forost of 
that country, his wifo gavo birth to a son; and tho king fore- 
sooing tho difficulty of carrying a child with him, lett tho 
mother and her baby behind in tho woods, and went forward on 
his journey. Soon after tho fathor had departed, « man named 
Bri Kasmotia Bagdi (on aboriginal inhabitant), when gathering 
fire-wood, passed by the halting placo, and saw the nowly-bom 
child lying helpless and alone. The mother never was heard of ; 
‘and whether sho was‘devoured by wild beasts, or found sheltor 
with the natives, remains a mystery to this day. Tho woodman 
took the infant home, and reared him till he reached the ago of 
‘seven, when ® cortain Brihman of the place, struck with his 
doauty and the marks of royal decoont that wero visible on-his 
person, took bim to his houre, Soon afterwards, the king (an 
‘aboriginal prince) havitig died, his obsoquies were celobrated with 
great pomp, and poople from all parts went to the funoral foast, 
‘The Brahman being very poor wont among tho rest, taking 
‘Ragha with him. When the Brihman was in the middle of his 
ropast, the lato King’s elephant seized Rughu with his trank, and 
‘approached the empty throno, Groat was ,the consternation and 
torror, lest the elephant should dash the boy to picoes ; but when 
¢ royal animal carefully placed tho lad on the throne, the whole 
‘multitude, thunder-strack at sooing a deed 20 manifestly done by 
“the will of God, filled the place with their acclamations, and 
the ministers agreed to crown the boy on tho spot. Raghunath 
Singh, therefore, was the first king of Bishnupar.” 

“Such is tho story of tho descent of the Bishnupur’ Kehat- 
triyas from tho Kshattriyas of Northern India, If it were not 
ridiculous to apply the rules of historical criticism to o story 
which is 0 sppereatly ‘8 myth, wo would ark one or two questions, 
If Sri Kasmetie Bagdi, we would enquire, found the ohild by 
itself in the forest, how did ho (or any one else) know that it was 
tho child of the queen of Jainogar, and not of somo unfortunate. 
woman of the neighbourhood who might have better reasons for 
abandoning her child. If the king of Jainagar, ogain, found it 

* impossible to carry the new-born child with him, could he not 
fhavp loft some part of his establishment with provision to take 
_ care of the quéyn and the male child until ho returned from 
Purushottam, Is there wny evidence, one is inclined to ask, 
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beyond the signs which the learned Brihman obeerved on the 
boy’s forehead and the conduct of the inspired elephant, to show 
that the boy was a Kshattriya boy, and not a Bagdi boy? And, 
lastly, is there anythiig to fix the date or the authoutioity of 
- the story, or to show that it was not fabricated when the Rajis of 
Bishnupur wero powerful in Westorn Bengal aud had assumed 
Hindu civilization, and wore snxious, therefore, to make out a 
respectable royal descont for themsclves. But it is néodless to- 
make such enquiries ; the story is exactly such as is provalent in 
all parts of India among somi-aborigival tribes who connoot them~ 
selves with Aryan ancestors, The fact that the Rajas of Bishnu- 
pur called themselves Malla (an aboriginal title) for many 
centuries before thoy assumed the Kshattriya title of “Singh, tho 
fact that down to the present day they are known as Bigdi Rajas 
all over Bengal, as well as numerous local fasts and oiroum- 
stanoos—all go to prove that the Rajis of Bishnupur are 
Kehatriyes, besauso of their long infependenco and their past 
history, but not by desoont, ‘The story of descent is legendary, 
bot tho Kehattriyas of Bishnupur can show the samo otters 
patent for their Kshattriyahood as the Rajputs of Northern India 
or tho original Kshatiriyas of India could show, viz., military 
profession and the exervito of royal powers for conturies.” * . 

‘The country over which these Rajas raled is oalled Mallabhiim, Mana 
aterm now used for the tract of country comprised in the thinas ™ 
of Binkurt (excluding tho Obhaina outpost), Ondt, Bishnapur, 
‘Kotalpur and Indis. Originally, howover, tho term was applied. 
to @ more extensive tract of country. To tho north-it is believed 
©" to havestretchod ag fat as the mode Dimin-i-kobt in tho Santal 
Parganas ; to the south it comprised part of Midnapore, and to tho 
‘ast part of Burdwan; and insoriptions found at Panchot in 
the Manbbiim district show that on the west it included part of 
hota Nagpur. ; 

‘The term Mallabhiim is ssid to mean the land of tho wrestlers, 
‘and is explained by the legend that tho first Raja reoeived 
the title of Adi Malls from his ckill in wrestling. ‘The name 
‘Malla (« wrestler) is a. Sanskrit ono, but it, apposs mor 
probable that the titlo is really an aboriginal one. “The namo 
Malla,” writes Mr. W. B. Oldham, “‘is a title of the Rajas of 
Bishnupur, the acknowledged kings of tho Bagdis, and 6f the 


© B.0, Dutt, Me Aboriginal Hloment in the Pepslation of Bengal, Caleata + 
Review, 1882, ° ‘ 

WW. B, Oldhan, Sone Historical ond Blsical Arpeat of the Berdetn 
Distrit,Gatxts, 150% - 

"Sapnts Arcola Survey o Sa Vol. VIL, p+ 209,19, 206 
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présent Mals who aro thoir noighbours, around whom are centred 
the most conorote logonds which zefer to tho connection botwoon 
those two tribes. ‘The Hindu genealogists of the house of Bishnu- 
pur assert that this hereditary title Malld moans tho wrestlor, 
just ax Manbhiim should bo Mallabhiim, tho land of tho wrostlers, 
‘As for as I know, excopt for tho mere coincidence of sounds, 
both aesumptions aro oqually gratuitous,” There is,” he further , 
points out, “an intimate connection between the Mala and the 
Bigais, ‘Lo this doy thoy partako of the same hookah and admit 
© common origin, and, in tho. case of Dishnupur, a ommon 
soveroign; and my observation of both people lends mo to 
conjecture that the Bagdis are th ection of tho Mals: who have 
iVilization and life in tho cultivated country as sorfs and 
conrdligionista of the Axyans; whilo thoso Mls who aro atill fowid 
soattored through the Bengal delta, and who are not cleisly 
to tho Mals of tho hills, aro either the desoondants of , 
isolated ond sconservative fragmonts of tho raoe, or of those 
members of it who tried to follow the example of the Bigdis, 
after tho latter had become constilitted as a recognized and ox- 
lusive casto, and therefor failed,” 

‘Torthis it may bo added that other portions of . tho distriot 
appoar also to have been originally the homes of aboriginal races 
and to have boon subdued by military adventurors, who wore 
either boriginnls themsolves or Aryan immigrants, Such aro 
Dhalbhim comprised in tho Khwok thina, Tungbhiim in tho 
south of the Raipur thina and Simontabhiim in tho Obbstnit 
outpost. ‘Tho legends connected with those portions of tho distriot 
will be found: in the articles on them in Ohapter XIV, and it 
will bo puffictont to stato that they wore ovontually overshadowed 
by tho Mally kings of Bishoupur. 

‘Tho names of como of these tracts aro of considerable 
antiquity, boing found in the Bramanda seotion of the Bhavishyat 
Purana, which was probably compiled in the 15th or 16th 
century A.D. “ Vardhabhiimi,” it says, “is in ono direction 
‘contiguous to ‘Tangabhiimi, and in another to the Sekhara 
mountain; and it comprises Varabhimi, Simantabhiimi, and 
Manbhiimi, ‘This country is overepread with impenetrable 
forests. of sal ond other trees. On tho bordors of Varabhiimi 
runs ‘the Darikesi river. In the samo district aro numerous 
‘mountains, oontsiving mines of copper, iron and tin, ‘The mon 

* axe mostly Rajputs, robbors by profession, irroligions and . 
‘They eat snakes, and all sorts of flesh; drink spirituous liquors, 

W,B, Oldham, Some Hittorical and Beinieal Arpeots of the Burdwan 

Ditria, Cutout, 1805, 3 
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. and live chiefly by plunder or the chase, As to the women 
they. are, in garb, manners and eppearanos, more like Rakshasis 
than human beings. Tho only objeots of veneration in these 
; countries are rude village divinities.” Among tho chief villoges 
fe of this tract wo find mention of Raipur and two Sirengis,” It 
} - may be added that tho nemo Varahabhiimi appears to be 
Preserved in the modern Barabhiim and that the Sekhara mountain 
is probably Parasnath, A portion. of the Gangijalghiti thina, 
-which is known. as Mohieward, forms part of Sekharbhim, or 
5 it is known locally Sikharbhim, ‘ 

‘The following skotoh of the traditional history of the Raji tromx- 
of Bishnypur has been prepared from an account fumished by 2. 
the District Officer,. which was. based on the papers ‘kept.by the a 
Raj family, It differs materially from tho Pandit's Chronicle 
given in the Statistical Account of Bengal and in the Annals of 
Rural Bengal by Six Williom Hunter. 

Tn the year 102 of the Bengali era, f.e., in 695.4,D,, a prince 
of one of tho royal houses of Northern India mado a pilgrimage 
with liis wife to the shrine of Jagannath in Puri. While on his 
way thither, he haltod, in the midst of w groat forest, at the 
village of Langrim, 6 miles from Kotalpur, and thero left his 
: wife, who was about to give bith to a child, in the house of a 
(«Brahman named Panchanan, after arranging that a Kayasth 

named Bhagirath Guba should look after her, Ho then proceeded 
on his way, ond a few days afterwards his wife gave birth to a 
*son. The mother and child Temained at Laugram in the care of 
the Kayasth, ond when the boy renched tho age of.7 years, the 
Brahman employed bim as a cowherd. Ono.day, when, overoome 
with fatigue, he had. fallon asleep under a tree, two huge 
cobras, raising their hoods above tho sleeper’s face, ‘shaded 
him from the roys of tho sun, till they were etartled. away by the 
approach of Panchinan searching for the boy. Impressed .at this 
wonderful sight, the Brahman dugued that it foretold the future 
greatness of the boy. Retuming to his homestead, he gave onders 
to his wife that in future the boy should never be given the 
leavings of their food, and obtained a promise from his mother 
that, if her son over booame a king, ho should be made his. purohit 
and the Kayasth his prime minister. From this time the boy 
ceased to bo a cowherd. Another sign of tho greatness in. store 
for kim was soon forthcoming; for one day, while fishing 
with other boys of the villago, he caught gold bricks instead of 
fish, He now received the education of a warrior, and when he 
was only 15 years old, had no equal in wrestling in all the 
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country round. His skill in this monly art endeared him to’ an 
aboriginal rulor called the Raji of Panehamgarh, and earned for 
him the sobriquet of Adi Malla, the original or unique wrestler, 
‘Tho Malla Adi Malla soon became a chieftain owing to the favour of the 
chiofe, Raja of Padampur, a place nor the modem villago and police 
outpost of Jaypur, 8 milos from Laugrim. ‘This Kaji gave a 
feast to all tho Brahmans round about, to which Paonchinan 
woit nocompaniod by Adi Malle. ‘Tho boy, boing a cowhord, 
was not alldwod to cat with the Brahmans, but sat outside ia tho 
. courtyard. ‘Tho Raja, attracted by his benuty, hold an umbrolle 
over his head to protect him from tho sun and rain, whereupon 
the Brahmans declared that, sinco the Raja himself held tho 
umbrolla over him, tho boy was destined to booome a king, Ifo 
‘was then invested with the onsigns of Rajaship, and the Raja 
made him a grant of Laugrim and some village’ in its vicinity. 
‘One of tho first acts of Adi Malla, on returning home, was, we are 
told, to install the goddess Dandeswusi under the treo where the * + 
snakes had raisod their hoods to shade him from the rays of the 
sun, An opportunity for extending his small domains soon 
cveurred, when a neighbouring chief, Pratap Naniyan of Jotbihitr, 
withheld the tribute due to his suzorain, tho Iajé of Padampur. 
Adi Malla successfully waged war against him and annexed his 
f texxitorios. 
‘Adi Malla reigned in Litugraim for 83 yoars and is known to 
this day as the Bagdi Raja, a designation which sooms to show 
that the district was then inbaliifed by aboriginal races, overe 
whom he establishod his rule, Ho was sucooeded by his son Jay 
Malla, who invaded. Padampur and took tho Raja’s fort, the 
possession of which in thoso days moan tho government of tho 
counizy. ‘To avoid oapturo by the conqueror, tho Padampur royal 
fomily porished in the waters of a tank, still in existenco, which is 
Jmown by tho name of Kanaistyar. Jay Malla, baving extended 
his dominions on all sides, removed the capital to Bishnupur. 
Of the kings who suooceded him at Bishnupur we have only 
fragmentary accounts, which serve, however, to show how steadily 
the borders of their kingdom wore extended. ‘The fourth of the 
line, Kala Malla, dofoated tho neighbouring chief of Indés and 
annexed his torritorios; the sixth, Kim Malla, conquored the king 
of. Kakotia; the seventh, Jhéu Malla, overcame other noigh- 
bouring princes; and the eighth, Sir Malla, subdued the Raja of 
Bagri (now a pargana in the north of Midnapore). A long list 
of 40 kings then follows, but their reigns are barron in interost, 
the chronioles merely recording tho names of the chieftains they 
sbjugated, tho idole Choy sot up, and the temples ia which they 











. itistony. 3) 
ensbrined the gods. All these kings were known: by the title 
of Malla or ‘Mallabaninath, f., the lords of Mallabbiim or 
Mallabani; ‘and the family records ‘show them as exercising full 
sovereignty within their domains and indepondent of all foreign 
powors, With the reign of the 49th Raja, Dhar Hambir, whois 
if said to havo flourished in 993 B,S. (1586 A.D,),"wo hear for 
j the first time of the acknowledgment of the suzerainty of the 
; Muhammadan Viooroys of Bengel, to whom this princo paid: an 
annual tribute of Rs. 1,07,000, 
With the reign of his suooossor, Bir Hambir, we enitor on mon 
certain ground than that of tradition, for this rulor of a border B.., 
principality becario involved in the struggle between the Mughals 
and Afghins, and is mentioned by the Mubammadan_bistorians, 
Tho Afghins had seizod Orissa daring tho revolt of tho Mughal 
troops, ond, undér tho command’of Kutlu Khan, had extended 
their dominion over Midnapore and-Bishnupur, leaving the river 
 , ° Damodar as the barrier between them and the Mughals (1582).* 
Kutlu Khin was, however, foroed fo fall baok by the Mughal 
gonoral Khin Azam, and Bir Hambir throw in his lot with the 
Mughals, Ho rendered thom good servioe in 1001, whon tho: 
Viooroy, Man Singh, invaded Orissa, Kutli hin advanced to 
moct Min Singh, sending forward a largo foroo to Raipur; and 
‘a Mughal foro under Jagat Singh, tho son of the Viceroy, was 
Aotached to check this movoment. ‘Tho Afghtins offered to treat, 
but during tho armistico treacherously dolivored a night attack. 
Vogat Singh had been warned by Bir Hambir of his danger, but, 
having disregarded his advice, was token by surprise and forood 
| to abandon his camp, Bir Hambir rosoued bim in his flight 
: and brought him safoly to Bishnupur.t After this, Bir [ambir. 




















appoais to have remained loyal to tho Mughals, and suffored fox 
his loyalty; for two yours lator, when the Afghans agai rose and 
.~ho refused them any help, they ravaged his territory. 

Tradition says. that Bir Himbir was as pious as ho was 
powerful, and was converted to Vaisbsaviam by Srinivis, Two 
Vaishnaya works, the Prema-vilésa of Nityananda Dés (alias 
Balarim Dis) and the Baaiisratnakara of Nesahari Ohakravortiy 

left Brindaban for Gaur 





relate that Srinivisa and othor Biakta 





“with a number. of Vaishnava manuscripts, but wore robbed on 
tho way by Bir Hambic. ‘his nows killed the old Krishnadas 





Kabiraj,, author of the Olaitanya-Chariamrita, But Srinivasa 
; boarded the king in his den, and so moved him by reading the 
76. Stewart, Hiviory of Bengad (1847), pogo 112 


4 Akbernama, Downs tration, Vo. VE, page 80. 
$8ir Eliot; History of Zndio, Vou Vie 
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Bhagavata that he becimo a’ convert to Vaishnavism and gave 
preoptor rich ondowmonts. of Jaud and money. ‘Two j 
mava songs are attributed to Br Hambér, the originale of « | 
which axe given in the Bhakli-retndkara; and tradition says that 
ho introduogd the worship of “Madan Mohan in Bishnupur. 
From these roforenoss it would appear that the reign of Bir 
‘Hambir fell betwoon 1691 and 1616, 
rum. ‘Bir _Hambir is said to have boon suooeoded by Raghunath 
TX, * Singh, the first of the lino to assume tho Kshattriya title of Singh, 
"The Rijs of*Mallabhiim soom now to have ontored on thoir 
palmiest days, if wo may judge by tho exquisite momorials loft 
by him and his descondants; and it is probably to this poriod that 
wo should rofer tho story that Bishoupur was formerly tho most 
ronowned oity ia the world, moro beautiful than tho houso of 
Indra in hoavon, ‘Tho beautifully carved temples excotod by 
thom show that the kings ruling in Bankurt were pious Hindus; 
but tho family records also make it clear that, while they were =. # 
busy building tomples, theso royal patrons of Hindu oxt and 
oligion had lost muoh of their indopendonoo and had sunk+o tho 
position of tributary prinoos, von the title of Singh was, itis 
faid,eonfarred by tho Nawab of Morshigabtd. ‘Tho story in that 
Taghuntth noglootod to pay his stipulated tributo and was carried 
‘away prisoner to Murehidabad, ‘Choro ono day ho saw ono 
of tho Nawlb’s horsos, well known for ite suvago tompox, boing 
taken by 16 soldiors to bo washed in tho river. ho Raji sooifed 
at tho idea of so many men being roquired for ono horse, and * 
tho Nuwab theroupon challoaged him to ride tho hore himself, 
This he did, and with the groatest ons rodo an inorodible 
istanoo in a short timo, a journoy of 8 daye, it is eaid, boing 
finishod within 9 hours, Ploasod with his skill and cowrago, the 
Nawtb conforved on him tho titlo of Bingh, romittod the arrears of 
tribute, andallowed him to return to Bishinupur, ‘The evidenes... 
of insoription shews that Raghuuath Singh built the temples of 
Bhyamrai, Jor Bangla and Kaltchfind botwoon 1643 and 1656,* 

‘Pho next privos was Bir Singh, who is said to have built the 
‘present fort, the site of which was indicated by a sign from heaven ; 
for whon out hawking he lot loose his hawk on a horon sitting 
on tho branch of a tres, and saw the heron atrike down the hawk, 
‘This, seomed an auspicious sign, and he. built tho fort on the spot. 
Ho. also had. tho soven big Inkes or tanks, onlled Lalbandh, 



























“the dato of thers and other tampon montane below are hove deded by 
De, Bodh from the Tuseriptoos on the Bishouper tompler- Tho earliet temple 
jn that known as Mallar built,in 1622 A.D, [Repott, Arch, Surv. Ind,, 
1908-04.) 








utstony, ee me 


Krishnabandb, Gantatbindh, Jamunabindh, Kalindibindh, + 
Shyambandh, and Pokabindh excavated, end erected the temple 
+ of Lalji in 16584 while his queon Siomeni or Ohudémani 

had the temples of Madan Gopil and Murali Mohan biilt in 
1665. While beautifying tho Yown in this way, Bir Singh 
took care to keep tho subordinate chiefs in order; for, hearing 
that Monirim Adhvarjya of Maliara oppressed his poople, he 
marched ageinst him, and defoated him in a bloody battle, 
Anothor story about this king does not chew him in such a * 

. favourable light, for it is said that be ordered: all his sons, 
cighteon in number, to be walled up alive. ‘The youngest, 
Durjan Singh, alone csoaped, being kept'in hiding by. the 
sorvants, ‘The ond: of the Raja was a miserable one, for ho. 
committed suicide in horror and remorso in killing a Drthmen 
boy. Ho was succeeded by Durjan Singh, the builder of the 
‘Madan Mohan temple (1604); and after him tho principality 

=. was held by Raghunath Singh, who succecded in overrunning the 
Obetebarda (or Chhotabarda) estate in Midnapore for the Muham- 
madans, who, it is said, bad not beon able to conquer it 
themselves and therefore sought:the assistanoo of the Raja. . 

It seoms clear from tho Samily rooords that though the usa. 

Bishnupur , Rajis still continued to pay tribute, they wore 70s 
independent within their own kingdom and that the Muliam- Nema. 

madans did not interfere with the internal administration, 3400. ° 

‘This claim is confirmed by the Muhammadan historians them- 

elves, who say that whon Murshid Kuli Khan, the Nawab 

of Bengal, proceeded to introduce 9 more centralized form of 

government in 1707-08, only two persons were exempted from 

his despotic regulations—the chieftains of Birbhiim and Binkura, 

‘The latter, it is expressly stated, “ owed his seourity to tho nature 

of his territory, which was full of woods and adjcined the. 

mountains of Jharkhaid, whither, upon any invasion, he retired 

to places inacoessible to his pursuers and harassed them severely, 

in their retreat.” ‘Tho country was algo unproductive, and the 

expenses of collection would have oxoseded the amount of the 

gevenus, “Theso two zamindars, therefore, having refused the 

summons to attond at the court of Murshidibsd, wero permitted 

to remain on their own estates on condition of regularly remitting 

B their assessment (hrough gn agont stationel at Murshidabad.”* 

‘Tho statns of the Raja of Bishnupur was thus practically acknow- 

edged as that of n tributary prince, exempted from porsonal 

attendance at the court at Murshidabad and represenjod there 

by a Resident, 


© Btowar’s History of Bengal, 
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‘The end of the 17th oontury left the Bishnupur Rajte. at 
the summit of their fortunes, ‘Their territory lay beyond the 


direct control of tho Mubammadan power, and as frontier chiefs « - 


they wore of so much importanco as watdons of the marches, that 


_ the Vioeroys of Bengel treated fliom as allies rather than subjects. 


Tho frst half of tho 18th contury witnessed tho boginning 
of the downfall of the house, ‘Their power sufforod from tho 
aggressions of tho Mahtrajs of Burdwan, who seized the Fatehpur 
Mabsl, and from tho invasions of the Martthis, who Inid waste 
their countzy. Nor woro tho Rajis who now ruled over Malla- 
bhiim fit to cope with thoir difficulties. Gopal Singh, who, we 
know from. official xecords, held the Rij botwoon 1730 and 1746, 
was a pious prince, whoso memory is held in vouoration to 
day by the people of Bishnupur. It was characteristic of 
‘Rij that be iemad an oot What all the poole of Mollabhiim 

should count their beads and repeat the name of god (arindm) 
every evening at sunsot ; this evening prayer is still Known 
ta Gopal Singhr bor. Buk his religions seal was not supported 
by military prowess. During his roign tho Marathis under 
Bhaskar Rao appeerod before the southom gate of Bishnupur, 
and.after the troops had mado a spirited sally, Gopal Singh 
retreated inside the fort and ordered hoth soldiers and citivons 
to join in prayers to the god of his family to eave tho oity, ‘This 
prayer was heard, and, legend relates, the gums wore Sed without 
human assistance by the god Madan Mohan. Tho truth probably 
is that the Mariths cavalry were unablo to pierce the strong 
fortifications and retired, leaving the Raja’s levies to plunder 
their abandoned camp. 

Baffled in their attempt to scize the fort and pillage the 
treasury, the Marath8s harried tho less protected parts of tho 
country. ‘Their seragee have been graphiclly dosribod inthe 
Riyasu-t-Salgtin :—" Backing the villages and towns of the 
surrounding tracts, ‘ond engaging in slaughter and oaptures, 
‘they set fire to granaries, and spared no vestige of fertility, 
And when tho stores and gransries of Burdwin wore exhausted, 
and the supply of imported grains was also completely out off, 
to.avert death by starvation, human beings ate plantain roots, 

‘whilst animale wore fed on the leaves of frees. Even these 
analy ceased to be available. For breakfast and supper, 
nothing exoopt the diso of the sin and the moon feasted their eyes. 
‘Tho whole tract from Akbamagar (Rajmahil) to Midnapore and 
Taleswar (Jalasore) camo into the possesion of the Marathie, 
‘Those murderous fres-booters drowned in the rivers a large uumber 








‘of the people, after outting off their ears, noses and hands, 








4 
} 








: . 
WIsTORY. * 2g 


: ‘Tying sacks of dirt to tho mionths of others, ‘they muigled , 
and burnt thom with indoseribable tortures.”* 
+" ‘hia encounter with the Marithis should probably be referred. 
to the year 1742, whon thé Bret Maratha invasion of Berigal took 
pleco. Defeated at Kitwa, Bhiskar RAo rotreated to tho passes 
of Pinchot, but having lost his way in tho hilly forest-clad tracts, 
hhe came back to tho jungles of Bishnupar, avd thenoe made good 
his rotroat to Chandrakont and emerged in tho open country 
round Midnapore.t ‘This was not the last appearance of thie 
Mordthas ot Bishnupar, for in 1760 they mado it their hond« 
quarters during the invasion of Shih Alam. Prodaiming that 
ho intended to support the cause of the Emperor, Shecbhat, a 
Maratha chict who appears to have been over rendy to tako 
advantage of any troubles in Bengal, suddenly advanced to 
Midnaporo, made himself master of tho country and pushed 
forward a detachment to Bishnupar, from which he threatoned 
Burdwin, ‘Tho Emperor marched south towards Murshidabéd, 
while Sheobhat came with the main body of Marithas to 
Bishnupur. Mosnwhilo, tho Nawab, Mir Jafar Khan, having 
advanced towards Burdwan, effooted a junction with a British 
foroo under Major Cailland. The advanoo of tho latter appears 
to have upset Shih Alom’s plans. Instead of forcing his way to 
_ Murshidsbad, he drew off his troops, set fire to his camp, and 
retired with his Maratha allies to Bishmuper, where the English, 
having no cavalry and receiving no support from that of the 
Nawab, wore unable to follow him. ‘Thence tho Emperor marched 
off with Sheobhat to Patna, after reosiving the homage of the 
Raja of Bishnupar. A small forco was left at Bishaupur, but at 
the close of the year was cleared out by an English foros. 

‘Tho effect of the Maritha raids has been graphically 
described by Sir William Hunter in the Statistioal ecouit of 
Burdean :—'Yoar alter year the inexhaustible Marithi horse 
overflowed upon tho border. Usider the Mubammadan aystem, 
1 family was secure in proportion as it was near the frontier and 
distant from Court; but now safety could bo found only in the 
heart of the Provines. The Marithis fell with their heaviest 
weight upon the border péineipalities of Birbhim ‘and Bislinupur, 
‘Tribute, froo quarters, foroed services, exactions of a hundred sorts, 
reduoed the once powerfnl frontior houses to poverty; and their 
tenantry fled from a country in which the peasant had become 
mote machine. for growing food forthe soldier. Burdwan not only 

© Rigdzws-Salatin, Trandation ty Maslart Abdo Slim, Calutla, 1004. 

: t Salr-ut AbutaBbarin, Raymond's (rataltion, 
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slay further inland, but its marshy and river-interseoted surfaes 


afforded a less tempting ficld for cavalry, and a better shelter for 
the people. ‘The Marithas spont their enorgy in plundering the 
intorvoning frontier tracts of Bixbhiim ind Bishnupur, where the 
dry soil and fine undulating surfaco afforded procisaly the xiding 
ground which their cavalry loved. ‘hero they could harry the 
villages exhaustively, and in dotail, by moans of small parties.” 
‘The Raja of Dishnupur at this time was Chaitanya Singh, who 
shares with Gopi! Singh the fond memories of the poople; for he 
was also a pions rulor and made large grants to Brkhmons, 90 
smuch s0 thot, if a Brihman in the Kaj had no rent-froe grant, it 
‘was open to quostion whother ho was a tru Brahman, But the 
ing disposition of Choitenya Singh mado him 
tut fo deal with tho troubloo which ‘mow aross, ‘Ele was 
indifferent to his publio duties, spent his time in religious 
Aigoussion and moditation, and entrusted the direction of State 
aiffairs to his favourite minister, Kamol Biswas, bottor known 
by the proad title of Chhatrapati. ‘his ministor became the 
resl ruler of Mallobhiim, and Damodar Singh, a cousin of 
the Rajé and the hond of a junior branch of the houso, took 
advantage of his unpopularity to advance claims ta tho Raj. Ho 
ropaired to tho Nawab's court ab Murshidabad and succeeded in 
obtaining a strong foro from Sirgj-ud-daula with which to 
‘stablish his alsims. This foro miot with an ignominious defeat 
at Sanghatgols in tho north of Mallabhiim, and Damodar 
Singh narrowly escaped with his life. On hisrotun, he found 
‘Mir Jnfar Khan sot up in tho place of his old patron Sirtj-ud- 
aula; but the new Nawab was no less favourable to his owuso 








nd furnished him with a stronger force, He then advanced - 


cautiously by stealthy marches and overcoming a feeble resistanoo 
on the way, surprised the Bishnupur fort at the dead of night. 
Chaitanya Smgh made good his esoape with tho family idol of 
Madan Mohan and wondered from plaoe to place ill, he reached 
Caloutta, ‘there, itis anid,.ho pawned the idol to Gokul Mitra 
‘of Bagh Bazar in order to purohaso the aid of Diwan Gangk 
Gobind Singh.” ‘Through the intercession of the latter, he 
stuooeeded in being reinstated by the British, 

© According to another account, Gakal Mitra bought the clabratad fnnge 
te Mada Moban from the MabGra{E of Bisinapor, paying Him threo lakhe of 
‘Fapees, and built a tomple for it, tho tasteful and’ costly architecture of whlch 


Jhau oxclted the admiration of experts In Hindu art, A host of amon wore 
Aeity—worhippora to perform tho daily sorvice, 























tnd other nion and’ women too numerous, to moption, 
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Bankuri was ceded to the British with the rest of the Zamy 
Burdwan clakla in 1760. ‘The carly days of their rale wore ee 
troubled ones; and we find Mr. Grant in his Viaw of the suin 
Revenues of Benyat, (1788) roforcing to Bankuxt as ‘a district 
colebrated by modern speculative historians for the primitive 
inoffensive manners of its inhabitants under an Ulopian systom 
of internal administration, and distinguished in Bengal as a nest 
of thioves.” ‘The coantry was impoverished by tho raids of the 
Marithiis, and in 1770 it was dosolnted by famine, A large 
portion of the population was ‘wept away; lands fell out of 
cultivation ; distress and destitution drove tho poople to acts of 
Jawlosnees and violence, in whioh disbanded soldiers lent a willing 
+ hand. ‘Phe old Raja of Bishnapur had no power to control those 

eloments of disorder, Ho had beon roduoed from tho position of 

4 tributary prinoo to that of a mero zarainditr, and" boing unable to 

collect his rents and pay his revenuo, had been thrown into prison. 

‘ho state of affairs was as bad, if not worse, in Birbhiim to the "+ 

north, and thoro was no offioar on tho spot to restore order, both. 

traots boing governed from Murshidabad, Iu 1785 we dnd. tho 

Colloctor of Mursbidabid bogging for troops to be sent against 

the banditti who wore oyerrunning this outlying portion of 

his’ distriot, and his reprosontations hnd’ some olfeot, It was 

realized that tho anarchy prevailing domanded tho presence of a 

rosponsiblo officer; and in 1786%Mr, Foley was placed inacliarge of * 

Birbhiim and Mx. Pyo in chargo of Bishnupur, Next, your ‘Lont 

Cornwallis dotermined to unite Birbhiim end Bishnapur into a 

compact British distriot ; and in March 1787 0 notiftoation was 

isuod in tho Culeutia Gosatte to tha effect that Mx. Pyo was 

“confirmed Oollestor of Bishonporo in addition to Boorbhoom 

heretofore suporintended by G. R. Foley, Weg.” His tenure of 

‘offloe was brief, for ho lott the distriot in April 17875 but oven. 

in this short timo somo towns in Bishnupur wow’ sucked by , 
. Hise successor wae Mr. Sherburne, during whore 
stration of a year and a half the headquarters of tho united 
district wero transferred from Bishnupur to Suri in Birbhim. 
Short, howover, as was his term of office, “ the two frontier princi 
palitios had pnssod from the condition of military flofs into that 
of a regular British district administered by a Colleotor -and 
covenanted assistants, defended by the Oompany’s troops, studded 
with fortified factories, intersected by a now military road, and 
possessing daily communioation with the seat of government, in 
Galoutta.?”* 
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Early in Novombor 1788 Mr. Shorburno was removed under 
suspicion of corrupt dealings, and aftr a short interrogaum 
‘Mr, Ohristopher Keating assumed chargo of tho united district. 
Of his administration Sir William Huntor has loft » picturesquo 
account in the Annals of Rural Bengal, “My. Keating, the 
first Collector whoso rooords survive, had not enjoyod his appoint 
mont two months beforo ho found himself oompelled to oall ont 
tho trops against a bend of marauders five hundrod strong, who 
had mado a desoont on a market town within two hours’ ride from. 
tho English capital, and murilorod or frightonod away tho 
inhabitants of botwoon thirty and forty villagos, A fow wooka 
lator (Bobrunry 1789), the hillmen broke through tho cordon of 
rntposté on maw, and sproad thoir doprodations throughout the 
interior villages of tho dintriot, Panio and bloodshed reignod ; 
tho outposts wero hastily rooulled from the frontior pasos; and 
on tho 21st of Fobruary 1789, we find Mr. Kenting lovying a. 
rlitin to aot with tho rogulars against the bandithi who ware 
sacking tho countsy towne ‘in parties of three and four hundrod 
magn, well found ini arms” 

pho disorders in Bishnupor would, in any loss troubled timo, 
havo beon oallod rebellion, ‘Cho Raja had hoon imprisoned for 
avrents of tho Iand-tax ; the head assistant to the Collootor, Mr. 
‘Hesilrigo, was in chargo of his ostatos, and tho inhabitants mado 
common wauso with tho banditt to oppose tho Govornmont, 
In Juno 1789, a dotachment was hurried out to support tho 
civil power; oight days afterwards a reinforcement followed, too 
Inte however to savo tho chief manufacturing town in tho 
diatriot from boing sacked in opon day-light.* Noxt month 
‘Mr. Koating reported to Govornmonit that the maraudors having 
cordssod tho Ajai in a Inxgo party armod with taodrs (swords) 
‘and matoblooks had established themselves in Brrbhiim, and that 
their roduotion would simply be a quostion of military foros. 

“(Tho rainy soason, howover, oamo to tho nid of the authoritios, 
‘The plandorors ladon with spoil, and leaving a sufficient foro 
to hold Bishnupur as a basis for their oporations in tho next oold 
weather, rotronted to their strongholds; and Mz, Keating took 
Adeanioge of fhe lull to dovisea moro olaborato system for warding 

the frontior, Ho roprosonted to Lord Cornwallis, then Govornor- 
General, that . tho oxisting military foroo was insufficiont to 
hold the distriot ; that the contingents furnishod by tho heredi- 
tary wordons of tho marches wero undisciplined, faint-hoarted, 
more disposed to act with tho plunderors than against them ; and. 
that to secure pence to the lowlands, it was absolutely nooessary to 


 Tigmbaayr on tho Ajal in Bipbhijan, 
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station a guard of picked soldiers from the regular army at each 
of the passes. A nucleus would thus be formed round which 
the irregular troops might gather. By return of post, came back 
an answor ‘that the Commander-in-Chiet has been requested to 
dotach’ & sufficient force which the Collector ‘will station at the 
different gals (passes), through which the dacoits generally make 
their inroads in the low country.’ In November, the six most 
important passes wero occupied, a detachment was stationed in 
Bishnupur, nother oovupied tho- chief manufacturing town on. 
the “Ajai (the one that had been sacked the previous summer), £0 
prevent the benditti from orossing the river, ‘The Ajai divides 
the united district into two paris, Bishnupur on the south, 
Birbhiim on the north; and these measures, while thoy restored 
‘comparative quiet to the former, left tho latter dofenocless, 
Mr. Keating's position was a difficult one. Ho had to guard 
Bishnupur on the south of the Ajai, Birbhiim on tho north, and 
above all, the passes along the western frontier, Birbbiim, as the 
hoadquarters of the English power, was of the first importance ; 
‘but if he called in the troops from Bishnupur, the calamities of 
the precading year would be repeated; and if he withdrew the 
{ outposts from the western passes, the entire district, north and 
south, would be at the meroy of the hillmen, He decided that 
it was better to lot the maraudera. riot for a time on the south of 
a the Ajai, than {o open up his entire frontier, An expréss sum- 
moned the detachments from Bishnupur by‘ forced marches to 
the xesoue of Birbhiim; but ‘no sooner had they crossed the 
river than’ tidings oame that Bishnupur was itself in the hands _ 
‘of. ‘insurgents assembled in number nearly ono thousand.’ 
. “Tho rebellion spread into adjoining jurisdictions, and the 
Collectors on the south bitterly reproached Mr. Keating with 
having sacrificed the peace of many districts for the sake of mai 
taining intact the outposts along the frontier of his own. The 
niote:strictly these passes were guarded, the groater the number of 
marauders who flocked by a circuitous route into tho unprotected 
country on the south of the Ajai. Their outrages passed all 
bounds ; the approaching rains, by suspending military operations, 
threatened to leave them in possession of Bishnupur for several 
months ; till at last the pefantry, wishing for death tather than 
Mife, ros against tho oppressors whom they had a year ago 
weloomed as allies, and the evil began to work its own oure, 
‘Tho marauders of Bishnupur underwent the fate of the Abyssinian 
slave troops in Bengal three hundred years before, being shut out 
of the walled. cities, deooyed into the woods by twos and threes, 
fot upon by bands of infuriated peasants, and ignobly beaten to 
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death by clubs, In mid-summor 1790 Mr. Keating ordered the 
senior captain ‘to station a military guard with an officer at 
Bishonporo, whoso solo business I propose to bo that of- reoeiving 
‘all thieves and daooits that shall be sent in.’” 

‘At this time, wo learn from Mr. Grant's Analysis of te 
Fuancer of Bongal (wsitton in 1787), tho pooplo of Bishnupur 
wore known as Chit or robbers, but wore believed to havo lived 
in a atnto of pristine innoconoo, Ho describes thom as being 
‘ohio ot to tibo of Ohuare or robbors, of a avarthy blaak, 
ike tho noighbouring mountaineors on tho north aud west sy 
posed to bo tho aborigines of the country ; and though now for tho 
most part received as converts to tho blood-abhorring established 
aystom of Hindoo faith, aro olassed among thoso who continue 
to follow the savage custom of offering human searifioes to. thoir 
Bowanny or fomalo deity named Kally, Mz. Holwell, and aftor 
him, tho Abbé Roynal, dréw so flattoring « picturo of the simpli- 
city, pure mannors, rogular and equitable government which 
provailod among tho inhabitants of this it(lo eanton until within 
thoso fow years past, that tho lattor writer conld not but entertain 
Aoubta himisolé of tho existonoo of a state which seomed to realize tho 
fablo of tho golden ago. Nox aro wo to bo surprisod that tho 
Chuaxs of Bishonpour, undor the infuenoo of so mild a religion as 
the Bramin, should respect the rules of hospitality among thom- 
solves, obsorvo good faith with strangers, who solicit and pay for 
personal protection in passing through thelr country, or show the 
mot profound veneration for thoir dospotio chiol, by yidlding 
implicit obodionoo to his civil oxdinanoos, For itis only in respoct 
to tho inhabitants of neighbouring Statos, or as acting from a 
principle of necossity to gratify natural wants, always so slouder 
in Hindostan, that such people oan truly morit tho opithots of 
savago or robber, with which they have beon and aro still usually 
distinguished.” 

‘With this happy stato of affairs My. Grant compared in 
bitter terms “tho tyranny of forcing men in habits of slavory 
to reosive the partial blessings of freedom, though to them 
tho greatest ourso, as neoossarily degenerating in an_ungrater 
ful soil to the wildest Hoontioumess and anarohy.” His viows 
on tho native revenuo collestors wore equally strong; for, he 
wrote in his account of Bishoupur, “the truo, effective, absolute 

“way over tho persons and property of, the people at largo 
is committed, against all the principles of humanity, reason, 
lnw, policy and justioo, to the charge of a small junto of native 
collostors, mistaken for prinoos and hereditary proprictors of lands, 
‘tho most borbarously ignorant and depraved af their species, being 
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ag tyronnically oppressive to their inferiors, forming the great 
mass of useful subjects to the State, as they are themselves abjoct 
slayes to superior suthority, especially when employed in the 
asest echemes of corruption or merciless depredation on the 
private property of individuals, unprotected and incapable of 
making any hostile resistance.” "Tt would appar that Mr. Grant 
preferred tho old Hindu system of administration by means of 
hereditary leaders of the people, for elsewhere he wrote regarding 
the Raji of Bishnupur:—“In truth, the possessor of this little 


* distviot had pretensions of heritable jurisdiction or territorisl 


rights, with the exception of two or thre other individuals in 
the samo predicament, infinitely superior to any in Bengal, ond 
known by tho ordinary appellation of zemindar. Tt seems 
‘unfortunate, though I do not deny the expedienoy of the measure, 
that the strong band of British power hath almost excluively 
been exerted in reducing to the common level those who could 
pride themselves on some real pre-eminenes of birth or indepen- 
dence, while such as had none to boast of have been negligently 
‘suffered presumptuously to raise their heads above the standard 
of regal control and beyond law, right, equity, or policy.” 

‘The Raja of Bishnupur, reduced to the state of an ordinary 
zamindar, was soon to lose what vestiges of former greatness he 
still retained. Already impoverished by the Marathi raids, the 
resources of the family were still further reduced by the famine of 
1770, during which more than half of its estates relapsed into 
jungle. The earlier yesrs of British administration intensified 
rather than relieved its difficulties. The Rajés insisted upon 
maintaining a military force which was no longer required under 
English rule, and for the support of which their revenues were 
altogether inadequate. The now system protected them from 
Maritha raids and Muhammadan oppression, but, on the other 
hand, it sternly pat down their own irregular exactions from the 
peasantry, enforced the punctual payment of land revenue, and 
realized arrears by sale of the hereditary estates. The Bishnapur 
family never recovered from the indigence to whioh it had al 

redused by the famine of 1770, and its ruin was completed by 
family disputes, costly litigation, and a crushing revenue. As 
stated above, Damodar Singh hed driven out Chaitanya Singh 
and possessed himself of the estate, but a military force sent by 
Government restored the fugitive. Afterwards, Damodar Singh 
was deolared to be entitled to half of the Raj by the decision of an 
officer resident at Murshidabad; but the Raja appealed to the 
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‘Govemnor-Genoral, and in 1787 had a deoro given in his 
favour, confirming him in possossion and declaring Damodar 
Singh’ to bo entitled only (o maintenanoo, ‘This eoroe was 
dated 1787, but in 1791 a now decision was notifled by which. 
the ostato was again divided betwoen tho contending partis. 
Ruinous litigation onsned, and eventually compromise was 
‘effected. by which the Rajé sooured tho bulk of the propoxty.* 

But, in tho meantime, tho Raja had still further involved him- 
solf by ongaging at tho decennial sottlement for tho payment of 
@ revenue of 4 lakhs of sicoa rupeos, a sum which ho was utterly 
unable to pay, Botwoon 1780 and 1745 the Raja had paid to 
tho Muhammaden Government a rovenuo of Rs, 1,29,803, and 
this wag reduced in consideration of the Marathi dovastations to 
Rs, 1,11,803. In 1750 it had boon xaisod again to its former 
standard, and in 1767 had boon inoreased to Rs, 1,61,044. We 
noxt find that in 1772 “undor tho auspioos of British Supor- 
‘visor, the oonstitutional mode of settlement, by a rogular hastabud, 
sooms to havo boon adoptod with considerable advantage in point 
of income, notwithstanding tho ravages of tho famino; and in 
1778, tho highest comploto valuation of the whole territory, 
oapable of realization, appears to havo boon asoertained thus pro 
grosivoly, and thon fixed in gross at sioon rupoos 4,01,700."t 

Botore tho doconnial settlomont of 1790, a spooial commission 
onguired into tho assots of tho country, the rorult, according to the 
Collector of Burdwan, boing that “many advantages onjoyod, it 
is said, from timo immomorial, cithor as appondages to the state of 
tho anciont Rajis or connived at by tho Muhammaden Governe 
ment, wore abolished, or resumed ns inoonsistont with the dofini- 
tion established of propriotary right; and tho gross astots of tho 
country being rated at about sicoa rupoos 4,60,269, the proprietors 
‘wore adjudged ontitled to ono-clovonth part only of the net 
ostimated collections. But under tho Kids oolleotions of that year, 
the oountzy yielded much less than the estimated. produce, vine, 
only sicoa rupees 4,09,000, At this conjuncture, Ohnitanya 
Singh being called upon or mako his dooennial. settlement, 
engaged for a not jamd of siooa rupees 4,00,000, being fearful that 
‘his adversary Dimodar Singh might supersede him with an offer 
vof that amount; but falling in arrears at tho ond of tho yoar, 











According to Sir William Hunter, the Judge who dacided ono of these 
-puita wan an fogenooadatipting of ninaton, with whom ‘oquty and_ good conte 
nod were suppored ta mako up fr the want of a legal tuning ad total iguocance 
atthe aw.” (Anaale of Rural Bengal) 
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more than half the zamindiri was sold to realize the balance, 
and. thereby his adversary, who in the interim had been declared. 
entitled to half the estate, was equally involved. 

‘The costly litigation in which they wore engaged completed 
tho ruin of the family, and evontually in 1806 the ostato was sold 
for arrears of land revenue and bought up by the Maharaja of 
Burdwin, Their estates thus lost, tho family were dependent 
upon small pensions granted by Government and. upon what 
little debottar property they had. ‘Their desoendants, who live af 
Bishnupur, Jamkundi, Indas and Kuchiakol, are now in reduced 
ciroumstances; but they retain a strong hold on the affections of 
tho people, and it is not forgotten that their ancestors were the 
rulers of the land.+ P 

Bankurt continued to form one distriot with Birbhim until 
1798, when it was transferred to the Burdwiin Collectorate. An 
‘idea of the duties devolving on tho District Offcer may bo 
gathered from Sir William Hunter's account in the Annals of 
Rural Bengal. “Mx. Christopher Keating, as Collector, Magis- 
trate, and Civil Judge, ruled with an absolute sway over 7,500, 
squere miles, and made his policy felt by the hill tribes many 
a day's march beyond his frontier. ‘Tho district naturally 
divided itself into two parts—the Raja of Birbhiim’s terri~ 
tory on the north of the Ajai and the Raja of Bishaupix’s 
‘on tho south. Mr. Keating directed the movements of the 
troops, received the rent of the cultivators, decided oivil suits, 
purvoyed.. for military dotechments passing through his. dis- 
trict, inflicted punishment on petty offenders, sont,heinous onos 
in chains to the Mubammadan law officer, and acted as cashier to 
a great commercial company. It would be unreasonable to look 
for perfect finish in walls whose buildérs held the plummet 
in one band and the sword in the other : and if the administration 
of such men as Mr. Koating was effective on the whole, it is as 
much as an after gonoration, which works at greater leisure and 
with more comploto machinery, has a right to expect.” 

In the, last two years of the 16th oentury the south-west of ta 
tho district, which is now comprised in the Raipur thins, was ini Cfver. 
‘a very disturbed state in consequence of what is known as the trox. 
Ohuar rebellion. Tn May 1798 it was found necessary to cond a 
party’af sepoys to keep the pence in this tract. Noxt month g 
ody of 1,500 Chuare made their appearance at Raipur, set fre to 
the bazar and kachahri, and overran: the place. Reinforoments 
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wore sent up under a native commissioned officer, but wore boatot, 
back by the banditti; and a company of sepoys was thon dotached 
under an Enropesn officer. But tho zamindars would neither 
supply them with provisious nor give information regarding tho 
Qhuars, to whom they gavo shelter in thoir mud forts. Not 
unnaturally, complaints were made that the sepoys sont to xopol 
the Ohwars plundored the xyots; and after some timo the foreo 
rotumed to Midnapore, ‘Tho principal leador of tho robols 
appears to havo been ono Durjan Singh, tho ox-samindir of 
Raipur, who had at ono timo a following of 1,500 mon, with 
whom ho raided the country, effectually provonting tho purchnsor 
from gaining possession of tho ostnte. Ho was apparontly onoo 
captured after ho had attackod, plundered and bumt somo 30 
villages; bat when ho was put on trial, he had to be rolonsod 
ocnuse no ono dared to appear against him. Ho rosunied his 
muranding career and was » prominent gue inthe datarbanoe 

799. 

Tn that your wo find that pargavas Ambikinagar and Supur 
were also overrun by tho Ohiwars, and the Collector reported that 
the country could not bo effectually protected from  thoir 
inoursions till a complote chango was mado in. tho polico aystom. 
Tho daragas with a few attendants could not mako any rosistanoo 
against the sardars or loaders of tho Chuars, who lived in 
romoto and almost innocessible placos, and wore sare to mako 
their appearance whenover tho country in their neighbourhood 
‘wns unprotectod, and to commit all sorts of doprodations. All 
they could possibly do was to sond intalligonoo to tho Magistxato, 
tid a dotachmont of sopoys was then generally doputod, with 
‘Wwhoni the Chuare nover vontured to engage. ‘Tho rosult, wns that 
{in tho ‘courte of a fortnight tho troops were xocalled, leaving tho 
country worse than before.* 

‘At this time Bankura appoars to have been known as part of 
the Jungle Mahitls,a vaguo term applied in the 18th contury to the 
British posséssions and some dependent chiofdoms lying between 
Burbhim, Binkuri, Midoapore and the hilly county of Ohots 
Nagpur. As tho systom of administration was not preciso, 

inconvenienoo was caused by the vagueness of the jurisdiction 
fn thoso tracts ; and in 1805 a regulation (Regulation XVIII of 
1805) was passed, by which tho districts called the Jungle 
Mails, sittiated in the zilas of Birbhiim, Burdwan and Midnapore, 
‘wore separated from the jurisdiotion of tho Magistrates of those 
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zilas, and plaood under tho jurisdiction of an officer called tho 
‘Magistrato of the Jungle Mahils, ‘Tho district thus formed was 
composed of 23 paryanas and mahals, of which fiftesn, including 
Panchot, wore transforred from Birbhiim; threo were transferred 
from Burdwan, viz., Sonpahari, Shergarh end Bishnupur, exoept- 
ing tho police circlo of Kotalpar, and the contiguous pargana of 
Bale, which romainod under tho jurisdiction of tho Magistrato 
of Burdwan; and fivo wore transferred from Midnaporo, viz., 
Ohhetna, Barabhiim, Manbhiim, Supur, Ambikinager, Simlapal 
and Bhalaidiha. It was further provided that the half-yoarly jail 
deliveries for the Jungle Mahals should be holden by one of the 
Tudges of the Court of Cirvuit for the Division of Caloutta, and 
that the Jungle Mahals should continue subjéot in all matters of 
civil cognizance to the courts of Dircani Adalat for tho respective 
silas to which thoy had hithorto been attached. 

Some intoresting details of tho district as thus constituted aro 
given in a register of “Tho established offices, places and 
employments appertaining to the Civil Departments under tho 
Bengal Government oh the part of the Hon'ble tho United Com- 
pany of Morchants of England trading to the East’ Indios” for 
1813, ‘Tho Judge and Magistrate of tho Jungle Mabiils sila was 
Alexander Bruere Todd, drawing pay of Rs. 2,383, who was 
‘assisted by a Registrar, Thomas Pakenhom, on Rs. 500 and an 
Acsistant Surgeon on Ks. 300. ‘Tho headquarters wore at Bankurs, 
and there wore soven thinus transferred from Burdwin and two 
from Midnapore, viz, Ohhitn& and Bara Sarengi. ‘Tho annual 
cost of judicial establishment was Rs. 7,347, including police and 
eontingencies ; and wo find entries of Rs. 11,160 payable to tho 
zamindar of Bishnupur and his family, and of Rs. 476 paid as 
allowances fo 19 zamindars employed to act as police officers in 
‘Panchet (desoribed as lately under the Bribhiim Magistrate), ‘The 
revenue administration of the district was supervised by the 
Burdwan Collector, but was under the direct oomtrol of Mr, 
Pakenham, who is desoribed as ex-offcio Assistant: stationed at 
Bankura, drawing pay of Rs, 200 a month, 

In the ‘samo rogistor wo find entrios showing that Bankura 
played an important part in the commercial department of the 
East India Company. Sonimokhi was a head factory with 31 
subordinate aurungs, among which wore Surul and Lambiziir 
in Bibhiim and Patrastyar in this district. There were also 
sugar establishments at Sonimukhi, Bishnupur and Patrasiyar, 
Desides a lirgo sugar faotory at Surul, All these commercial 
establishmonts wore under the control of John Oheap, who is 
entered. as Resident of the hoad factory of Sonimukhl, the’ date 
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of-his appointment being shown ‘as December’ 1797, ‘while his 
salary is shown as Rs. 500, bosides house ront of Rs. 120 and 
commission, which in 1812-13 amounted to Rs. 2,493. This 
‘appears to be the John Choap known as “Cheap the Magnifloant,”” 
whom Sir Williom Huntor has done go much to immortalizo in 
the Rural Annals of Bengal. Tho wholo industrial classos wore 
in his pay, and in hfs person Govornmont appoarod in its most 
Donign aspect. A long unpaid retinue followed him from one 
factory to another, and as the procession dofiled throughout the 
hamlets, mothers held aloft their children to oatch a sight of 
his palanquin, while tho eldors bowed low before the providenoo 
from whom they dorived their daily broad, Happy was tho 
infant on whom his shadow fell!” ‘Trade apparently flourished, 
and the change from the Inwloss stato of affairs which prevailed a 

ion before is apparent from the fact that in an article 
on tho Jungle Mahsls in Hamilton's Hindostan (1820) it is 
stated that “ the name of this district implies a waste territory in 
a backward stage of civilization, yet it appears from the report 
of the Circuit Judge in 1815 thet no instances of gang robbery 
had occurred during tho six previous months.” 

‘Bankur& continued to form part of the Jungle Mahils till 
1839, when it was sopsrated on eccount of the disturbances which 
took placo in 1832 in tho west of the district, ‘These distarb- 
moss wore caused by an outbreak of the Bhumijes of tho Jungle 
‘Mobil, who enjoyed tho nickname of Chvars or robbers and had 
Jong been the terror of tho surrounding districts, They wore 
ready to rise at the slightest provocation, whether to support m 
turbulent chief ambitious of obtaining power to which ho was 
‘not entitled, or to oppose Government in a policy of which thoy 
Aisapproved. ‘Tho rising of 1832 was due to a disputed suooession 
in Barbhiim, an estato claimed by Gangs Nariyan. Aggrieved 
at tho dooision of the courts, Ganga Narkyan raised tho standard 
of robellion, and the Bhumijes of Baribhiim and the adjoining 
estates rose in support of him. ‘The officials and police fll back 
to Burdwin, and for some time Ganga Nariyan had the whole 
country at this meroy, sacking every placo worth plundering. At 
Inst a strong foro was collected, and military operations against 
tho insurgents commenced. They were soon drivon to take refuge 
in tho hills, but, boing pressed there also, Gangt Nariyan fled 
to Singhbhiim, whero ho diod. ‘This rising’ is still known locally 
‘as the Ganga Narayant Hangama, 

‘Asa result of thoso disturbances, a change of-ndministration 
was determined. upon; and by Regulation XIIL of 1833 the 
district of tho Jungle Mohals was broken up. ‘The court of the 
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Diwani Adalat of tho Tangle Mehils was abolished}, the estates 
of Senpahii, Shorgarh and Bisnupur, were transferred to 
Burdwiin, and the remainder, with the estate of Dhalbhim, which 
was detached from Midnapore, wore formed into the present 
district of Manbhiim. At tho somo timo, the countxy was 
withdrawn from the regular systom of sdminiebration and placed 
undor dn. offloor called tho Principal Assistant to the. Agent to 
the Governor-General for the South-West Frontior, ‘The effest 
of this measure was that practically the whole of the west of the 
present distriot of Bankura wos included within Méubhiim;. end 
‘a map of 1844 shows the eastern boundary of the South-West - 
Frontier Agency es extending dose to Bankuri town, Tho 
remainder of the distriot as now constituted was formed into 
fa district, known as Wost Burdwan, in 1885-86. Tho latter 
had its hondquarters at Bankura, ond oxtonded as far cast as 
Kotalpur, while to the west, Obhataa, Supur, and Ambikinagar 
formed paxt of the South-West Frontier Agency. 

‘Tho eubsoquent history of Bankura prosents little of interest. Mutiny 
‘During tho Mutiny tho district remained tranquil and free from°f 18 
Gistuxbanos, ‘There was for somo time much apprehension 
rogarding the Sheikhawati Battalion, of which a detachment was 
stationed at Bankura, on unensiness increased by the vicinity of 
lots Nagpur, whoro tho main, body was, and by a fost of an 
coutbrenk amongst the Civars ond Santas inhabiting the country 
about Binkurs, Tho distrast of the Battalion'appesrs, howover, 
to have passed away gradually; and in October, when there was 
again some foar of an outbreak among the Santils, a wing was 
gladly weloomod at Binkurs and sorved to allay the anxiety 
that was felt, Towards the end of Ootober confidenos was so far 
restored that the Magistrate at Bankura proposed to dismiss an 
extra establishment of éartandases which ho had bem allowed to 
ontertain, 

‘Pho only other matter calling for mention is the formation of Foss.’ * 

















the district. At the time of the Mutiny, Bankurd included énly %0*0?, * 
the eastern hal€ of the presont district, ‘Tho town of Bankura wi 

on its extreme western boundary, and the western half, iicluding 
nearly all tho country to the west of the Bankuri-Rinigenj road 
and the Bankuri-Khatrt road, belonged to Manbhiim, Subse- 

quently, numerous changes in the jurisdiction of the district took 
place, which need not be partioularized ; and it-will be sufficient 
to state that in 1872 the parganas of Sontmukhi, Indts, Kotalpur, 
Shergaxh and Senpabiiri on tho east, were transferred to Burdwan, 
‘while on the west the police circle of Chhiing was separated from 
Minbhiim and added to Bankura, In 1877, when the Statistical 
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Accornt of Bengal was publishod, tho district, as thon constituted, 
contained an aroa of only 1,846 square milos; but in Ootobar 1879, 
the thinas of Khitra and Raipur and the Simlapil outpost, 
corresponding with parganay Supux, Ambikinager, Raipur, Syme 
sundarpur, Pholkusmt, Simlapal ond Bhalaidihd, woro transforrod 
from the Manbhiim district, and thines Sontmukht, Kotalpur 
and Indts wore ro-transforrod from tho Burdwan district. ‘Tho 
Aistriot thus aoquirod its prosont dimensions, ‘Who Distriot Judgo- 
ship, howovor, was still known as Wost Burdwvin, and it was not 
till 1881 that it was givon tho namo of Bankurl, 

“From an historical point of view,” writes Dr. Bloch, 
perhaps the most ourious fact in connection with tho Malla Rajis 
of Bisbnupur is that thoy usod a eoparate orn of their own, called 
Malla seta in tho inscriptions, I havo not found any informa 
tion about this ora cither in Prinsop’s Usoful Tables or in 
Cunningham's Book of Indian Eras. In one only of the tomplo 
insoriptions the equivalent of Malla saka 1064 is givon as aka 
1680, and. thus the differonco botwoon the Malla ora and tho 
Bengali sa? appears to bo exnolly 100 yenrs. I suspoot that 
‘the Malla year in other respoots entirely followed the /asli year 
of Bengal, and tho Rajis of Bishnupur, out of vain glory, 
merely reduced tho Pengali your by ono hundred in order to 
establish a spocial ora of their own, But this conjooturo romains 
to be verifiod.”* 

‘According to looal roports, tho Malla ora, which also went by 
the namo of Mallabdah and is locally known as tho Bishnupar oxa, 
dates. back to. tho establishment of tho Raj by Adi Malla, and 
the’ difference betweon it and tho Bongali ora is 101 yours, ic, 
the first yoor of tho Malle ora is 101 of tho Bengali ora, Tt is 
employed in all tho twolvo templo insoriptions that still remain 
at Bishnupur, and also in the title deods of the Raj prosorved in 
the Governmont offioos at Bankur’, 

‘Tho most interesting romains found in tho district aro al 
Bichnupur, whoro thero aro a numbor of temples reprosonting the 
most oomploto sot of spocimons of tho poouliar Bengali stylo 
of fomple arohitocturo. ‘hore aro other temples of archoologionl 
intordst at Babultx’, Ektoswox and Sonktapol, and remains of old 
forts aro found at Kertsorgarh, Asurgath and Syimsundargarh. 


"® Report, Arobwologieal Survey, Bengal Circle, 1908-04, 
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‘THE PEOPLE. 


‘fox Bret census was taken in 1872, and tho rosult was to Grows 
show, for the district as now constituted, a population of 968,507 oy nora: 
porsons. During the noxt deoade thero was an increase of .7'5 210%, 
por oont., the number of inhabitants in 1881 being retumed at 
1,041,762. ‘The advance during tho next ton years was not s0 
marked, owing to the prevalence of disonso, but hy 1801 tho 
population had rison to 1,069,608, tho increase being only 27 
per cent. ‘The suocoeding decade was, on tho whole, « healthy 
‘one, the great epidemio of fever known as Burdwan fever having 
died out; and tho consus of 1901 showed a total population of 
1,116,411, representing an increase of 4:37 per cont, 
Ona general survey of the growth of population during the 

80 years over which the census figures extend, it is noticeable 
that botweon 1872 and 1891 the population of tho headquarters 
subdivision inoroased by 21 per cont, while that of tho Bishnupur 
ibdivision declined by moro than 8 por cent. At first sight, 
this result appears somowhat surprising, for the hondquarters 
subdivision is an undulating traot of rocky, often barron soil, 
‘whoress the Bisbnupur subdivision is a fertile allavial plain: 
‘Tho differonco in the rato of progress is probably duo to climatio 
for in tho hoadquarters subdivision tho undulating 
uplands are well-drained and the people suffor little from malarial 
affections, whilo the Bishnupur subdivision is a low-lying troot 
with an unhealthy and malarial climate, ‘Cho latter subdivision, ~ 
morcovor, suffered botwoon 1872 ond 1801 from tho Burdwar 
fovor, which was introduced from tho adjoining thinas of Galsi 
tind Khondghosh in Burdwan and caused a very heavy mortality; 
‘whoroas its wostward course was chocked on roaching tho high < . * 
ground in tho wost. ‘Tho xavagos of Bordwin fever have now " 
‘consed; and tho result is that in 1901, for tho first timo sinoo : 
census operations wero introduced, the Bishupur subdivision 
showed an incroase of population. 

‘The results of tho consus of 1901 aro summarised as follows cryivs 
in tho Bongal Consus Report of 1001, “Tho Bishnupur O¥ 1901. 
subdivision has increased by 7 por oont., so that it hes nownoasly 
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recovered tho combined losses of the two provious decades, but 
tho headquarters subdivision has added less than 8 per cent. to its 
population, ‘This is duo to tho movements of the people. ‘The 
immigrants from outside the distriot are fowor by about 13,000 
than they wero ten years ago, whilo emigrants have inorensod by 
more than 38,000. ‘Tho emigrants are for the most part hardy 
aborigines from tho south and onst of the distsit, who find tho 
high pay obtofnablo on tho coal-falds of Asansol or tho distant 
toa gardons of Assxm a moro attractivo prospoot than a ponurious 
livelihood laboriously oxtraotod from tho unwilling soil of thoir 
pativo uplands, ‘hero is algo a considerable amount of tompormry 
migration on tho part of tho somi-Hinduized tribes in tho south 
and wost of tho distriot, who snpplomont thoir soanty harvests 
by working os labourors in tho metropolitan digtiota, when thoy 
hhave no crops to look after. ‘I'hey leave home in Deoembor 
aftor the winter rice has been reaped, and do not rotum. till tho 
monsoon breaks. ‘This temporary emigration was groatly stimu 
Intod in the oold. woather, whon tho census was taken, by tho short 
harvest of that year, and this acoounts to a groat oxtont for tho 
falling off in tho population of Raipur and the vory small increase 
fin other thfnas in the south of tho distziat, But for thoao 
movements ‘of tho pooplo, tho growth of tho population would 
havo boon two or two-and-a-half times as groat as that rooorded 
at the oonsas.” 

‘ho principal statistion of thie consus aro shown in tho tablo 
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Bankura is the most thinly populated district in the Burdwan 
* Division, supporting » population of only 426 persons to the 
square mile, ‘The density of population is greatost in tho 
Danity Bishnupur subdivision, whore it rises to 727 persons to tho square 
shzev™™ mile in the Kotalpur thiina and to 664 per square mile in tho 
+» _Indis thina; both theso tracts are alluvial flats. almost entirely 
sits under cultivation: The Bankura subdivision supports only 871 
persons. to the square mile, and the population is very sparse in 
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‘the western. tracts, which are of a hilly undulating chamoter with 
Tange areas under jungle, 
imigration is unusually active in Bankar&. ‘Tho statistios uigration. 
of prepeaany of 1901 show that no less than 13 per cont, of the 
population of the district wero enumerated outside it. Nowhere. in 
‘Bongal, excopt in tho Ranchi district, is the proportion of emigrants 
480 gront: in fact, it is ostimated that the incronse of 4'37 por cont, 
rooorded at tho last oonsus ropresonts loss than half of what would 
+ havo boon rogistered but for tho volume of emigration. ‘Thit 
exodus is partly permanent and partly periotio orsemi-pormanent, 
the inhabitents seoking a hospitable home cleowhore or going to 
eke out their earnings in the metropolitan districts during the cold 
weather months. The southern part of the district has suffered 
most by the exodus of the people ; and it is reported that in the 9 
extreme south it has not only retarded progress, but actually 
reduced the population, ‘The Inbouring classes, especially those 
of aboriginal or semi-nboriginal descent, are chiefly attracted to 
the enstorn districts by the high wages offered there, but their 
absence from home is mostly temporary. After securing their little 
stock of grain, they leave home in the latter end of December and 
proceed to the eastern districts (174mal*) in search of employment, 
and genorally return with their savings before the rains set in to 
meet the looal demand for agricultural Isbour. Large numbers 
are attracted to the docks near Oasleutta, the mills along the 
‘Hooghly, and the mines in Burdwan and Minbhim, ‘Thero 
is also a certain amount of emigration to the Assam tea gardens, 
‘which will bo dealt with in Chapter XI, 

‘Tho volume of immigration is seal ealy 2 26 per cent. of the 
population roturoed as immigrants at the last oosus, 
‘Unlike the adjoining districts of Burdwin and Manbham, thero 
‘re no mining oéntres, the few small coal mines that exist being 
‘worked by looal labour and in no way affecting the population, 

‘Most of the immigrants are inhabitants of the neighbouring 
@istriote; and the immigrants from distant places ere mainly 
Biharis, who aro employed as poons, darwane, ota, 
‘The districts almost entirely agricultural, and there aro only Town aad 
threo towns, Binkuri, Bishnupur and Sonimukht, with an aggre- "see 

‘gate population of 63,275, or 5 per cent. of the total population, 

‘Dhoto towns are wnprogressive, of little commercial importance, 

‘and on tho whole distinctly rural in character. Tho remainder 

of the population is contained in 5,592 villages, most of which aro 

* he term Namal means lowlands in contrdistination to the highland 

Aiatsota, Tein wad by the labouring clases with special reference to the dlstricta« 

‘of Hooghly and Howyah and the pastern portion of the Burdwgy district. s 
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of small size, 68 por cent, of the rural population living in 
villages containing loss than 500 inhebitants, ‘Tho character of 
tho villages diffors considerably in the east and west of tho distriot, 
In tho east, where much of the land is rich lonm, able to support 
numerous population, wo find the closely packed villages of 
Bengal, surrounded by pioturosque groves of tress, In the 
undulating tract to the wost, whore the ridges afford hoalthy sitos 
for villages and tha inhabitanta aro to a largo extent Santals, 
Bagdis and Bais, tho closely packed hog-baoked huts of tho 
Bongalis givo placo to tho mud walls and straight roofs charaotor- 
istio of Santal clearings ; while in tho hilly broken country 
Dordering on Chota Nagpur nothing is soon but small scattorod 
hamlets, 

Language, ‘Tho language ourrent in tho dialriot is the dialect known as 
Larhi boti, or Western Bongali, whioh ia also spoken in Burdwan, 
Brrbbiim, Manbhiim, Singhbham and tho 24-Parganas. Ravi 
boli, it may be explained, means tho language spoken in Rarh, 
iia, tho country lying to the wost of the Bhigiratht river and 
south of tho Ganges, his dinloot was retumod in 1901 ns tho 
Innguage of 90°7 por cont, of tho population, Santali was spokon 
by noarly 9 por oont., and as the Smntils nooount for 9°6 por cont, 
of tho population, it would appoor that thoy still noatly all 
rotain their tribal language, Mundari was also rotumod us tho 
language of a fow Koris, 

Rant. Altogother 975,746 porsons or 87-4 por cont, of tho populae 

erm" tion are Hindus, 89,187 or 8 por cont. aro Animists, and Olt 

or 6°6 por cont. aro Muhammadans, igioun havo only 

« fow ropresontatives, thor being 863 Christians according ti. 

1@ consus of 1901, while tho followers of all othor roligions 

number only 81, 

Christian ‘Pho first Christian missionary who worked in the distriot was 

MWwiow the Rev, Mr. Weithreoht of the Church Missionary Society, 
who used to visit the town of Binkuri from Burdwan as far 
book as 1840, Ho never resided in the town, but established somo 
schools, the chief of which subsequently became tho Zila School, 

# ‘Tho Wesleyan Mission bogan work at Binkurd in 1870, and 

“* thug now several stations in the dialvict, of which an account ia 
given below, ‘Tho only othor mission in the distriot is ono carried 
‘on by some. American missionaries who, some yours ago, opaned 
an orphanage in tho neighbourhood of Mejia, called tho 
Preminanda Orphanage, which is said to oontain about 76 




















children, 
Wotsyen .. ‘The Rev. J. Mitchell, Principal of tho Bankura Wesleyan 
Minion. “Collego, has kindly. furnished the following acoount of the work 
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of the Mission, uf which there are three branches—educational, 
evangelistio and social. 

In tho year 1870 the Rev. John Richards opened a school Baues- 
at Kuohkuohia in Binkuré, and this institution has continued with Yt 
varying fortunes up to tho presont time. In 1889 a High School” 
department was added to the existing Middle School, and these 
two departments worked sido by side until 1899, when the Middle 
School was abolished and the school was converted into a High 
School recognized by the University ond aided by Government, 
Both eduoationally and financially the High School has been 
greut success, for year aller yoar the percentage of passes in the 
Entrance Examination has been higher than in most of the 
sohools in tho district, ond numorioally the school has stood 
easily first during tho last three years:—at the end of the year 
1906 there were 830 names cn the roll. Owing parlly to the 
continued sucosss of the Kuchkuohia High School, but more 
particularly to the demand for higher education in tho district, 
collogo classes wore commenced in the High School building in 
Tuno 1903; but the number rose 40 rapidly that it was soon. found 
impossible to continue the work in tho school building, and the 
classes wore transferred to the Central Hall, a spacious building 
Belonging to the Mission, which stands in a fino position in the 
middle of the town. From its inosption the college has beon 
most suooossfu, and though owing to tho reorganisation of the 
University, it had to wait four yoars for affiliation, the peromtege 
‘of passes in the First Arts Examination has beon remarkably high, 
G1 students having passed that examination up to date (1907) 
In’ onder to. moot the requirements of tho University, it has 
een found necessary to make proparations for the erection of a 
separate college building, and several other buildings will be 
necessary in connection with the college « A fine site 
of 115 Lighds has been obtained, on which it is intended to erect 
the new college, a hostel for Hindu students, a Christian hostel, 
a” house for the Principal, and other buildings when needed, 
‘Much progress has alzendy been made, ‘Tho Principal's house is 
complete ; the foundation of the college hes been laid; and a fine 
reereation ground of neatly 10 Lighds has been prepared. ‘Tho 
‘college is now afflintod yp to the B; A. Examination in Arts, and 
‘tho University has boon asked to grant permission for tonching "4: 
chemistry; to this end, provision is being mado in the new 
pbuilding, so that the studonts may have both theoretical and 
practical teaching. 

Tn addition to higher education, attention is being paid to 
primary education both. among: boys ond givls, Tn the, Mi 
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cbmpound there is a well-built and well-oquipped boarding school 
for Ohristian gitls, ‘The teaching is carried on up to the Middle 
‘Vernacular rtandard, and there is also a teachers’ training 
dopartment. This school has had a most successful career, and 
trained teachers aro being turned out year aftor yonr to cary 
on the work in the various girls’ schools in tho district. ‘Though 
the boarders aro all Obristians, Hindu girls aro also admitted as 
day. students, ‘Tho Mission has also under its caro throo gisls’ 
schools in the town with Ohristiun teachors in charge. At Ondf, 
a large villago 10 miles south of Bankura, thoro is another girls? 
sohool, and at Bishnupur, whore tho Mission has a Mission 
‘House and a fine property, thore are five girls’ schools, ‘Thoro is 
also a flourishing Middlo English school at Onda in chargo of a 
ontechist, who is direotly undor a Kuropean missionary, tho latter 
also supervising tho work. carried on in tho neighbourhood of 
Bishnupur.. ‘This school receives a grant from tho Distriot Board, 
‘and a considerable sum of monoy is boing spont on tho building to 
make it better adapted for modern requirements. 

‘Thoro aro several Primary schools under tho oaro of tho 
Mission; and in the Binkurt Mission compound there is a Middlo 
‘Vernacular sohool, at whioh boys aro taught up to tho Middle 
Verinoular standard and ls0 receive practical instruction in 

carpentry, cane and bamboo work, or shoo-making. ‘There is ono 
Gitfnlty in connootion with this echool, and thet is to induce 
ftudents to take up the technical side. With Obristian boys 
there is no dificalty, but Hindu boys, whethar high caste or low 
caste, do not take kindly to work that doos not fall within tho 
scope’ of thoir oaste, Ono branch of technical work that is 
being oeried on amongst tho girls and women of tho Mission 
should‘be specially mentionod, viz, drawn-throad work. The work 
‘was commenced about 2 years ago in order to find employment 
for the female portion of the community, and has proved most 
succonfal, Many of tho gis and women slrwdy, do, exqinie 
work, and some of them can earn as much os Its. 7 a month 
in this way. Thoro is a ready salo for the work in England, 
tnd the prices obtained aro such that this department is self. 


upporting. 

Systematio evangelistic work aras commenced in Bankura by 
the ev. J. R. Broudboad in, tho year 1877, but as far back ax 
1840, the station was visited by Mr. Weitbrecht of tho Ohurch 
‘Missionary from Burdwan, ‘The work is carsied on in 
the town of Binkuri and the surrounding villages by a staff of 








. native workers under European supervision, and ab present tho 





Qbristisn community numbers about 400, ‘The Mission staff in 
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Binkurd consists of three European missionaries, one native 
mainister, four catechists and a number of other workers, 

In the south-west corner of the district there is another 
branch of tho Wesleyan Mission with its headquarters at Strongé 
near Raipur, whore for the last 8 yonrs oduational and evan- 
golistic work has beon vigorously onrried on by the Revd. G. E 
‘Woodford ; tho Christian community thee now numbers over 
800. In the Mission compound thoro is a flourishing boys’ 
boarding school with about 40 boys, most of whom are Santal 
Christians, but non-Christian Santil and Hindu boys are also 
admitted. Teaching is givon up to the Middle Vernacular 
standard, and the school has an exoollont record, a large number 
of scholarships having ben won. Specially promising boys aro 
sent to the Binkuré Mission High School, and one Sontal 
Ohristian boy has passed tho Hntranco examination. In addition 
to the boys’ school, there is a girls’ school in the eompound, 
at which about 50 girls study under tho care of trained. Chris 
tian teacher from the Bankura Fomale Training School. ‘The 
‘Upper Primary oxamination is the standard of this school, but 
particularly bright girls continue their education in tho Bankura 
girls’ school, ‘There aro also soveral Primary schools scattered 
throughout the south-west of tho district, 

‘Am interesting featuro of this branch of the Mission is 
that a considerable area of Innd has been acquired, on which a 
number of Ohristian families have beon settled, Not many years 
back tho malo-members of these families wore the tenor of the 
neighbourhood, buta great chango has come over them. ‘They 
are now sottling down most satisfactorily, earning an honeat liveli- 
hood, and boooming respected members of tho community. 

‘Tho social work of the Mission is omvied on in connection with Sat 
the Leper Asylum, which is under tho supervision of members ""** 
of the Mission, An aooount of this Asylum will be found ia the 
next chapter. 

‘Muhammedans aro found in groatost strength in the Bishnupur Maban 
subdivision, and especially in the thiinas bordering on Burdwan, ™8% 
viz., Kotalpur and Indis, which account for nearly one-half of the 
total number. ‘They are Sunnis belonging to the Hani soot, 
and tho mejority aro believed {0 be descondants of local converts, 

Of the total number no less than 43,608 are Sheiichs, and the 
number of Mughals and Pathins is very fow. 

‘Tho vencration of Pixs or saints is common among the Local 
Muhammadans, who frequent their sbrines and make offerings 
of eweotments, in order that the Pirs may look with favour upon 
hem and grant them tho fulfilment of their desires It is~ 
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reported that many Hindus have the same belief in the super- 
natural powers of Pire, and also make offerings at, their shrines, 
‘Thy following axe roportod to be the shrinos of the Pirs who 
old tho highest plaoo in popular exteom. In tho Indiy thins 
there ure no loss than eight shrines, viz., that of Shih Mandir in 
Rol, Bandogi Shah Mustapht in Ohichingi, Saiyad Muhammad 
Husain and Shah Kabirin Karieunda, Satya Pir in a fold south of 
‘Haydtnagas, Burk Pir in Chak Sukur, Shih Bandogi in Bihdr, and 
Shih Ismail Genj Lashkar in Lakhipur. ‘There axe also shrines of 
the Pirlast named at Patharohatt in tho Kotalpur thiina, and at 
Pipuakerat airbare inthe Gangajelghit thine; and in fh town 
of Bisbnupurthoro is a shrine of a Pre called Shah Kuubin Alt 

‘Tho Animists aro almost ontirely represented by the Santi, 
whoso roligious beliofs havo beon so exhaustively treated olsowhoro 
that it is unnooessary to reoapitulate them here, 

In Bankuré, lying, as it does, betwoen tho highlands of 
hotd Nagpur, tho home of Animistic races, and the civilized 
Gangotio valley inhabited by Hindus, the Hinduism of the lowor 
clases exhibits mncked mixture of the Animism of the shor 
ginal raoos and tho highor monotheism of tho Aryan Hindus, 
A very largo proportion, moroovor, of tho population consists of 
somi-Hindnizod aboriginals, such as tho Bagdis and Banris, whoso 
religion is compounded of oloments borrowed from orthodox 
‘Hinduiom nd survivals from tho mingled Animism and Nataro- 
worship of tho puro aboriginals. 

‘The Bagdis worship Siva, Vishau, Dharmartj, Durgi the 
aktis, and the myriad namos of tho modern Hind Panthi 
‘or lous intelligent fahion, under tho guidance of degraded 
(patit) Brahmans. But together with thoso groator gods wo find 
tho Santil goddess Gosuin Hra and Barapahari, which is morely 
another name for tho “ groat mountain” (Marang Bura) of tho 
Santils; whilo tho Bagais themsclves say that their favourite deity 
is Manasi or the snake godiless. Similarly, tho connection of the 
Bautis with Hinduism is of a slondor kind, ‘Their favourito 
objects of worship aro Manos, Bhidu, Minsingh, Barapahari, 
Dharmarij, ond Kudvesint, Gonts are snoriflood ‘to Minsingh, 
and fowls to Barapahiri; pigs, fowls, rioo, suger and git aro 
offered to Kudrisint on Saturdays and Sundays at the akin, or 
dancing place of tho village, through the medium of » Bauri priest, 
who abstains from flesh and fish on the day precoding the sacrifoo, 
‘The priest gets as his feo the fowls that are offered and the leg of 
the pig ; the worshippers oat tho rest, Unlike the Bagdis, who 
have degraded Brahmans to look after their spiritual welfare, the 
Baris have not yet attainod to tho dignity of having Brahmans 
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to serve them, bat their priests are men of their own caste, oalled 
‘Lava or Doghari, 
‘Those two races account, for one-fifth of the total population, 
: aud their favourite deitios are Manast and Bhidu, whose worship 
calls for a niore detailed montion, 
‘The worship of Manasi, tho snake goddess, is oonducted with Worip 
great pomp and circumstance by both Bagdis and Bauris, who % Messe 
F ‘Glaim that it seoures them immunity from snake bite. On the 
Sth and 20th of Asith, Sraban, Bhadra and Aswin, i., tho four 
rainy months lasting from the middle of June to the midille of 
October, rams and ho-gouts ard sacrificed, and rico, swootmoats, 
frait and flowers aro offerod. On tho Nagpsnchimi, iz., the 5th 
of the light half of Sraban (at the ond of August), a four-armed 
d effigy of the goddess, crowned by a tiara of snakes, grasping a 
cobra in each hand, and with her foot resting on a goose, is 
corried round the village with much discordant misio, and is 
finally thrown into a tank, 
i ‘Tho following account of the oxigiu of this worship is given by 
‘Mr. R. 0. Dutt ‘Phe somi-Hinduized aborigines may take to 
themselves tho oredit of having added somo godhends to the Hindu 
H ‘Pantheon, and the goddess of Manasi is perhaps the most remiark- 
i able instance, Hindu gods aro rather revered and venerated even 
{ by the advanood somi-aboriginals than actually worshipped ; but 
Manast is universally worshipped by the most backward as well 
‘as tho advanoed somi-aboriginos of Westorn Bengal, and tho 
‘worship is continued for days togothor, and is attended with mach 
pomp and rejoicing, ond singing in the streets. ‘Tho fact of the * 
introduction of this aboriginal worship among Hindus is erystal- 
ized in the story. of Chind Sandigar, and is handed down from 
generation to genoration. It that tho Saudiger refused 
to worship that goddess till his trade was rained and his dearest 
child was killed by snake bite on his marriag day; then, and 
then only, was the merchant compelled to recognise tho power of 
the snake goddess. It is significant, too, that the place which is 
pointed out as the site of this ooourrence isnear the Damodar river, 
which may be considered as tho boundary line between the first 
‘Hindu seltlors of Bengal and the aborigines. At what period the 
‘worship of Manasi orossed their boundary line and spread smong 
the Hindus cannot bo ascortainod ; but up to the present day the 
‘worship of this goddess among Hindus is tame, compared to the 
‘universal rejoicing and onthasinam with which she is worshipped by 
hor ancient follower, the present somi-Hinduized aborigines.” * 
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Wustip - Bhidu, according to ono account, was the favourite daughter 
of a former Raja of Pinchot, who died a virgin for the good of 
the people. In commomoration of her death, tho Bigdis and 
Bauris onrzy, in procession, en effigy representing hex, on the last 
day of Bhitra, is, in the middle of September. The worship 
consists of songs and wild dances in which men, women and 
children take part, A local correrpanient gives a somewhnt 
different aosount of the origin of the Bhadu paj2, viz.. that some 
50 yours ago the beantifal daughter of tho Raja of Kasipur (in 
Ménbhiim) died, and to commemomte her memory tho Raj 
instituted an annual festival, at which an image of his danghter 

was oxhibited. ‘This has hoon kept up, though its origin has beon j 
porhaps forgotten ; and the Raji’s daughter bas now boon deified 
ty the low castes, who, on the last night of Bhidma, hawk sbout a 
gorgeous image of hor from house to house. Dancing goes on the { 
whote night, and on the third day the imag is thrown into « tank, { 
Regarding this worhip, Mr. R. 0. Dutt writes :—“Tho 
worhip of Bhidu (in the month of Bhtdra) is sxid to have beon 
seeontly introduced into Binkurit from Manbhiim and other 
western distries. The worship is a purely aboriginal one, and 
the goddess Bhidn is not recognized by the Hindus, nor has she 
yet obtained any Hindu worshippors. She is imagined to bo 
princess of excessive goodness and beauty, who took pity on the 
condition of the poor Bauris, and died at an early age. The ! 
Bruris havo no priests, and so the women and children of each 
family chant songs day after day before this idol, which they deck 
with flowers. For somo days villages and stroats resound with 
tho singing of women and the merry shouts of boys. The last 
dey of Bhidra is the Inst and most important day of this 
primitive paja, and the worshipyers forget all work and all ones 
in their loud and boisterous worship of Bhidu. ‘There can be no 
doubt the worship is connected in some way with the early rice 
harvest, whioh commences in Bhidra, This is tho timo of 
national rejoicings all over Bengel, and Hindus worship Durga, 
Lakahms, and a succession of deities as this harvest goes on.” * 

Worip Té has alroady been mentioned that both Bagdis and Bouris 

— worship Dharmarsj, but this oult is not confined to them and is 
commen throughout the district. ‘There are many deities known 
by the name of Dharmar3j in various parts of Bankura, but the 
most anciont is said tobe Briddhaksha, who is onshrined at 
Sinkiripirs in the town of Bismupur. ‘The namo Briddhakshe 
moana ‘the old-eyed one,” and the god, who is also commonly 

te The Aboriginal Blenost in the Population of Bengal, Cneitia Review, 
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known as Bura Dharm, is represented by pisos of stone 
covered with vermilion and having metal eyes. ‘The priests are 
family of Karmakars or blacksmiths knowa as Dharma padi, and 
the offerings consist of unboiled rico and suger; such offerings 
are mado oven by Brahmans. It is enid that tho worship of 
this deity goes back to the days before the establishment of the 
Bishoupur Raj, i, over 1,100 years, and that the ancient Rajas 
of Mallabhiim gave the idol endowments of lands, some of which 
aro still hold by the pricats. 

Other representations of Dharmarsj of some celebrity are the 
following. Bankuri Rai of Indis is represented by a pieoo of 
stone with some carvings interpreted as the signs representing the 
ton incamations of Vishnu. This idol is in the house of a 
Sitradhar or carpenter, who acts as priest, and all the Hindu 
festivals aro bsorved, the Rath Jeirt and Makar Sanksinti - 
festivals boing performed on a lavish scale; on the latter occasion 
‘cooked food, known as Flichuri Slop, is prepared by Brihmans 
nd offered to the deity, ‘The idol of Rap Narayan of Mangalpur 
in thina Indis is a pieco of stone emblomatical of the tortoise 
inommation of Vishaa ; this idol is in the hous of a Tanti or 
‘woaver, who acts as priest. Swarip Naréyan of Gabpur in 
thine Indis has a stone emblem also regarded as the tortoise 
incarnation of Vishnu ; this is in the hous» of « Kotil, who acts 
‘as priost. Nabajiban of Bilsi in tho Indie tins, a similar stone 
omblom, is enshrined in the house of a Kamar or blacksmith, who 
acts as priest, Tho chief festival at which the three gods last 
named are worshipped is the Mekar Sankvinti, at which Rlichuré 
biog is offered. Rentak Rai of Ponkhai near Bans! Ohndpur 
on the Dhalkisor is a stone emblem, also regarded os the tortoise 
incarnation of Vishnu, in the house of an Aguri, but tho priest is 
a Brahman, ‘The chiof festival in honour of this idol takes 
place om the oooasion of Akshaya ‘Tritiya, on which day Khichurd 
bhog is offered. . Kalichind or Bansidher of Sigs in thins 
Kotalpur is auother tortoise emblem in the hous of a Napit or 
barber, who acts as priest; tho Makar Sankrinti festival is 
celebrated with Kiichuri blog. Dankurs Rai of Baitsl in thins 
Kotalpur, Panchiinan of Pared in the same thane, Andharkuli of 
‘Adhikuli in the Jaypur outpost and Kankré Bichha of Goptipar 
are also Dharma Thikurs of some celebrity. The origin of the 
names of the deities is unknown, but it has been suggested that 
they were originally the names of persons who inat or 
popularized the worship of Dharma. : 

The worship of Dharma is belicved by Mahimshopadhaya 

Hora Prasid Sistri to be a corrupt form of Buddhism. The 
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witors of Téntrik compilations among tho Hindus, -he “says, 
incorporated as many of the Tantrik Buddhist divinitios as they 
could. possibly do without jeopardizing their reputation for 
orthodoxy. But there were still divinities, to whom, even with 
their wonderful power of adaptation, they could not vonture to 
give a place in tho Pantheon, and ons of these is Dharma, 
Originally Dharma was tho sooond potson in tho Buddhist 
Trinity, but tho term came to bo appliod to the worship of stiipas, 
tho visible emblem of Budilhism to tho ignorant multitude, 
“Dharma worship romained oonfined to tho lowest classes of tho 
pooplo—the dirtiest, moanest and most illitorato clnasos, All the 
lowost forms of worship rejected by tho Brahmans gradually 
rallied round Dharma, and his priests throughout Bengal enjoy a 
certain consideration which often oxciles tho onvy of their highly 
placed rivals, tho Brihmans, who, though hating thom with a 
gonuine hatred, yet covot their earnings whorever thos aro 
considerable ; and thero are instances in which the worship of 
‘Dharma has pasted into Brthman hands, and has beon, by them, 
transformed into a manifestation oithor of Siva or of Vishnu.” * 
‘Aftor recapitalating tho srgumonts by which ho identifies 
Dharma worship as « survival of Buddhism, the Pandit goos on to 
0 Dharma worshippers aro fully aware that Dharma is 
not on inforior doity ; ho is higher than Vishau, higher than 
Siva, higher than Brahma, and ovon higher than Parvals. © His 
ion is, indeod, ns exalted as that of Brehm in Hindu 
philosophy. Tn fnot, ono of tho books in honour of Dharma 
gives an obsouro hint that tho work has boon written with tho 
object of establishing tho Urahmahood of Dharma, ‘Tho repro- 
sontation of Dharma in many places is a tortoise. Now a tortoise 
is « miniature represontation of a stiipa with five niches for five 
Dhyavi Buddhas, At Salda in Baokur& an image of Buddha in 
meditative postare is still actually worshipped as Dharma, ‘Tho 
‘worshippers of Dharma are unoonscions of the fnot that they aré 
tho survivors of mighty raco of men and that they havo 
inherited their religion from « glorious past.’" ‘To this it may be 
added that at the prosent day the image of Dharma is generally 
found in the houses of low caste people, and that a popular saying 
is Dharma nichagamt, i.c., Dharma, favours the low. At the same 
time, Dharma is offered cooked food even by a Brahman. 
+ Hook-swinging, once so familiar a part of the Clarak Paja in 
some parts of Bengal, is still occasionally practised in Bankur& hy 
‘Santils in the more remote trots, in spite of the efforts made to 
suppress it, The following aooount of the ceremony, as witnessed 


'* Bengal Conmus Report of 1801, l'art 1, p. 204 
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at Sareuga, is quoted from an article, “From. the, heart of 
Bengal—Hook-swinging and other diversions,” published in the 
Tudian Methodist Times, Tune 1900, “ Our attention is drawn 
towards a mighty stracture in oourse of erection. A long stout 
pole, 35 foct in height, has boon oreotel. Balanced on the 
top of this is another pole, 30 Zeot long and so arranged that 
it con move both in a vertical aa well as in a horizontal plane, 
On one side is a rado platform orectod 30 foct high, so that by 
standing on the top of this one oan just xeach tho end of the 
cross bar or lever." What is it all for? We plant our cameras 
down, apd wait, There ore hurried consultations among. the 
leading worshippers, At length a deputation approaches us, 
‘Will tho sahids give them permission to swing? An explanation 
is given, and then wo discover that this apparatus is for the famous 
“ Hook-swinging,” which has been illegal for more then 85 years; 
illegal, but yet wo are informed that it is practised every year 
in these isolated distviols. But what can wo do? The people 
are excited, they say it is their custom, and they do not wish 
to be disoppointed. Wo expostulate with them; wo speak of 
tho debasing end cruel nature of the custom; we keop our 
inoriminating camoras pointed towards the apparatus, but, it is 
all in vain, ‘The people say they will swing and risk tho 
consequences. 

“A young man of ninetoon declares bis intention to ewing, 
‘Ho pays his pice to the priest in charge, kneels af the foot of the 
pole, and'then awaits the fixing of tho hooks in his back. A man 
approaches with two hooks, about 8 inches in length, with a stout 
rope attached to the end of each, Standing behind the devotee, 
hie oatches hola of » lamp of flesh on one side of his back, and in 
skilful manner forces the hook through. At the same time, an 
attendant slaps the devoteo on the mouth to hide eny expression of 
pain from coming forth. Another hook is fixed in tho same way, 
but on the other side of the back, and the victim is now ready for 
swinging, Stange to say, thero is little or no blood, and tho 
penfomer doce not ccom to be in much pain. Again he prays, 
and then mounts the platform or scaffold. He is received by 
several attendants, who fasten the ropes soourely to the swinging 
eam. . When all is ready, and the beam is properly balanced by a 
pumber of men holding a rope from the other end, a signal is 
givon, and away ho goes 35 to 40 fest above the ground, suspended 
meraly by the hooks in bis flesh without any safeguard whatever, 
so that if the hooks wore to break, or the flesh give way, he 
would be ‘dashed to pieces on the hard ground below. Round 
and round he goes, while the people below gaze in rapture, 
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“At first, tho swinging devotes stretches out his arms and clasps 
tho beam, 60 as to tako as much woight as possible off the hooks, 
but soon he gathers courege and, bringing his arms round in 
front of him, ho unitos his bands in tho altitndo of prayer. ‘Thon 
ho grows bolder; with one hand ho begins to soatlor flowers, 
which ho extracts from his diu/, whilst with the other he plays on 
some instrument or producos a gurgling sound with his mouth by 
slapping it with his hand, All thoso various porformancos oxoito 
great approval from the admixing throng around. Tho swing 
oases, Ho desoonds from tho soaffold with the hooks still in 
his flesh, ‘Those aro quiokly extracted without groan passing 
through his lips. Again he knocls at tho foot of the polo, then 
tho womon throng around him with holy water, swootmeats and 
all kinds of tompting tit-bits, as a xoward for his dovotion and as 
a mark of their approval, 

“Not only young men, but middlo-aged men and oven boys go 
through the whole performance. Thoro is no waiting, At least 
a hundred pooplo, mostly Hindus, must havo swung during the 
day. Some of thoso wo quostion and find that many do it for tho 
mero fun of the thing, others bocause they wish to return thanks 
for henofits rvooived, and a fow out of pure devotion to Siva. Ono 
old man has ewung soven times, and tho marks in his back, which 
ho is proud to oxhibit, boar testimony to the truth of his stato- 
moot. Ono little boy fainted as ho was being taken down, Ho 
said tho pain was vory grout, and that ho would not do it again, 
but lator ho seid he lind mado a vow to swing every your.” 

Another curious ceromouy which took place at the same place 
is thus described by tho same writer, ‘Two poles aro firmly 
fixed in the ground, six foot apart. A cross bar rests on the top 
of these, On this cross bar are {wo loops, eight feot from tho 
ground, Below, a firo of charooal is glowing, and by its sido a 
priost is kneeling, and over and anon ho onsts incense into the 
burning embers, A worshipper comos along; with a spring he 
catches hold of tho oross bar and puts his foot into tho loops and 
hangs down with his head just above the smoking incense. ‘The 
priest mutters some mysterious mantras, and thon the attendants 
begin to swing him baokwards and forwards over the fire, whilo 
the devotee, placing his hands together, remains in tho attitude 
of dovout worship, ‘The swinging consos, ho is assisted to tho 
ground, and he goes away with added virluo to his credit, No 
sooner is he down, than another devoteo is swinging. ‘Thero is no 
waiting, and this goes on throughout the whole day.” 

Ethnically, Bankuri may bo described as a border distriot 
lying between Ohota Nagpur, the home of aboriginal raoes, and the 
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Gangotio delta with its old Hindu population. ven within the 
district itself there is a notable difference betwoon tho Bankura 
subdivision to the west and the Bishnupur subdivision to the east, 
Tn the former aboriginal races, saoh as Sontals, Bauris and Bagdis, 
predominate, while in tho latter puro Hindu enstes, suck ao 
Brahmans, aro found in greatest strength. ‘Taking the district as 
& whole, castes and tribos of aboriginals ox somiaboriginals aro 
moat numorous, tho Santtls, Baus and Bugdis alono aocounting: 
for over one-fourth of tho total population, 

‘The marginal (ablo shows tho strength of tho difforent castes 
1139 80d tribes numbering over 50,000. As 


Dans 
Senta 10682 rogards thoso castes, no special desorption 
Bahan foes 38 needed of the Brahmans, Gotlas and 
at fm ‘Teli, who rosomblo thoir fallow castemen 
at 





$5784 im othor parts of Bengal in their manner 
of living and oasto structure. ‘Tho ‘Talis, howover, it may be 
mentioned, ato, now no longer oil-pressers but oultivators ; the 
‘otual oil-prossers aro Kalus, but thoy prefor to call themselves 
‘Tolis, A fuller description is required of the Bauris, Santils 
amd. Bagdis, which may be regarded as the charnoteristio tsibos 
of Binkurs. 

‘Tho Bauris aro a low aboriginal oaste who work as cultivators, Baus, 
agricultural labourers and palki-bearors, ‘They are divided into 
tho following nino sub-castes:—(1) Mallabhumis, (2) Sikharia or 
Gobnris, (8) Panchakoti, (4) Molk or Mulo, (5) Dhulia or 
Dhulo, (6) Maluk or Malus, (7) Thatin or Thotis, (8) Ktthusia, 
and (9) Pathuris, Some of thoso sub-castes appear to have boon 
originally territorial subdivisions, ‘Tho Mallabhumis and Malua, 
and perhaps also the Mold, wore rosidents of Mallabhim, 
tho castorn and contral portions of tho district; the Siklarins 
Wore originally Bauris who lived in Sikharbhiim, i.e, the traot 
botwoon the Kasai and Barakax rivers; the Dhulit subasto is 
supposed to come from Dhalbhiim, which in this distriot includes 
the Khitra thina ; while Panchakoti rofors to the central portion 
of tho Panchet (Pachet) estate to the west. ‘Tho name Gobaria 
is said to rofor to a domestio custom of clearing up the remnants 
of a meal with oowdung, end Jhatit is explained as denoting a 
group who simply sweep away tho fragments of a meal without 
washing the’plaoe whero it has been spread. 

Many of thom hold substantial tonuros on terms of police 
service—a faot which lends colour to tho view that they aro 
among tho carliest settlers in this part of the country. ‘races 
of totomiem still survive in their reverence for tho red-baokod 
heron and the dog, and perhaps in their strong objection to 











Senta. 


ba BANKURA, 


touching horse-dung, ‘The heron is looked upon as tho emblem 
of tho tribe, andimay not be killed or molested on pain of expulsion 
from the caste. Dogs also are sacred, so much so that » Bauri 
will on no account kill deg or touch « dead-dog’s body, and the 
water of a tank in which a dog has been drowned cennot be used 
until an entire rainy season bas washed the in:purity away. 

Bauris admit into thir casto members of any caste highor 
than themselves in social standing. No regular coremony is 
appointed for such occasions: the new member merely paya to 
the caste panchayat & sum of money, varying from Rs, 10 to 15, 
to be spont on a feast, at which, for the first time, he openly eats 
with his adopted caste brethren. ‘The origin of this singular 
practice is perhaps to be sought in the lex views of the Pauris 
on the subject of sexual morality. Jn other castes a woman 
who has on intrigue with an outsider is punished by expulsion 
from the caste; but Bauris not only allow their women to live 
openly with men of other castes, but receive thosé men in their 
‘own community when, os frequently happens, they are outcasted 
by their own people for eating rico cooked by their mistroseos. 
Divorce is easily obtained. It is effeoted by ihe husband taking 
away from his wife the iron ring which every married woman 
‘wonrs and proclaiming to the panchayat the fact of his having 
ivoroed ber. Divorced wives may always marry ogain, 

‘Pho Bauris are addicted to strong drink, and with few exoop- 
tions, are indifferent to the nics scruples regerding food which 
ave so important a bearing on the status of the average Hindus ; 
for they eat beef, pork, fowls, all kinds of fish, aud rats. Novor- 
theless they pride themselves on not eating snakes and lizards; 
and it may be that this is connected in some way with the worship 
of the snake-goddees Manast, who is supposed to preserve. hor 
worshippers-from snake-bite. In most districts the Bauris now 
burn their dead, as Hindus do, but in Binkur& they bury the 

srpse with the head to the north and the face downward, 
believing that it prevents the spirit from gotting out to give 
trouble to the relations and fellow castemen of the deceased.® 

‘The Santals are almost entirely confined to the Bankura sub- 
division. Only 6,236 are found in the Bishnupur subdivision, 
and most of these are residents of the western portion of thet 
subdivision, not more than 1,266 being found in the eastern and 
northern thiuas of Kotalpur, Indas and Sonamukhi. They are 
rarely known to immigrate from tho former to the latter sub- 
division, where, aceording tothoir notion, there exists no field for. 
them. Born and bred in the jungle, their fevourito occupation, 


“ Risley’s Tribes and Custos of Bengal, 
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besides hunting, is the .grodual reclamation of jungle land, ‘To 
this work they assiduously adhere till, as is offen the case, they 
are ousted from tho land thus won from tho waste by grasping 
Jnndlords, who, when they find that the land broken up by 
the Santils has attained the dosired point of tillage, domand an 
oxorbitant rent, or omploy othor means to compel them to give 
up their holdings ond Lotake themselves to frash jungle, where 
thoy azo subsoquently no better treated, Of Inte years, however, 
thoy have becomo moro tonasious of their rights, A. fuller 
+ dosoription of this intoresting: xano will be found in tho Appondix 
to this Ohaptor. 

Tho Bagdis are another custo of non-Axyan origin, who Bixdis 
acoount for their genesis by a number of legends. Ono of thes 
is to the offect that they originally came from Gooch Bohir and 
woro tho offspring of Siva ond Parvati, Siva, it is said, lived 

\ thoro with a number of conoubines of tho Koch tribe, Pirvati was 
t moved by jealousy to oomo in tho disguiso of a flshorwornan and 
j Aostroy the standing crops of the Koches, and Siva could only 
! induoo hor to depart by bogetting on hor a son and a daughter. 
‘Thoso twins wore afterwards marriod, and gavo birth to ELtmbtx, 
king of Bishnupur in this distriot, from whose four daughters— 
Sintu, Nota, Monin and Kshotu—tho four sub-oastes Tentalia, 
Dulid, Kusmotin and Matin aro dosoonded. It is an instructive 
coincidence that tho founder of the Bishnupur Raj, Adi Malla, 
from whom Bir Himbir was desoonded, is to this day known as 
the Bigdi Raja, and his descendants as tho kings of the Bagdi 
In this district tho original struoturo of tho onsto seems to have 
boot singularly well prosorved, and wo find the Bagdis divided 
into the following sub-castos:—(1) ‘ontulii, bearing tho titles 
Bagh, Santri, Rai, Khan, Poila; (2) Késsikulia, with tho titles 
Minjhi, Mosilohi, Palonkhai, Phoska; (3) Dulia, with the titles 
Sardir and Dhiré; (4) Ujbi or Ojha; (6) Machhus, Mechhua 
or Meoho; (8) Gulimknjhi; (7) Dandaménjhi; (8) Kusmetia, 
Kusmitia or Kusputra; (9) Mallometia, Matia' or Matial. Of 
theso endogamous sub-oastes tho Tentulia in colled after the 
tamarind treo (lentu), ana tho Ksntkuli8 is named from the Ksai 
river, ‘Those two groups work os masons, and also propare the 
lime whioh is mixed with the betel leaves and areca nut chewod by 
all clastes of natives of India, ‘The Dulia Bagdis carry palanguins 
or dull, ond, in common with the other sub-castes, earn thir 
livelihood hy Sshing, making gunny bags, weaving cotton, and 
preparing the red powder (dir) usod in the Holt festival. The 
Bigdi fisherman uses tho ordinary oiroular cast-net, but swings 
the net round his head before casting it, a practice which is 
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supposed by tho regular fishing castes of Bengal—Tiyar, Mal 


and Kaibartta—to be peculiarly dishonourable. Of the other _ 


sub-castes the Machhu derive their nome from fishing, the Matial 
from earth-working, the Kusmetia aro called after the Avan grass; 
tho Ojh& are, or aro supposed to havo beon, the pricsts of the 
tribe. Within these sub-castes again aro a number of exogamous 
sections, among which may be mentioned Kisbak, the heron; 
Ponkrishi, the junglo cock; Stlrishi or Stlmtchh, ‘the eA? fish; 
Putrishi, the boon ; and Kachobhap, tho tortoise. ‘The totem is 
taboo to tho members of the scation, «94, » Kishnk Baga! may 
not kill or oat a horon, and a Patrishi may not touch 

A Bagdi cannot marry outside the sub-costo nor inalle d the 
section to which ho belongs. Thus, a ‘Tontulin must marry a 
Tontulia, but a man of the Silrishi section, to whatevor sub-casto 
ho may belong, cannot marry a woman of that section, 

‘Bagdis practise both infant and adult marriage indifferently. 
In tho caso of girls who aro not married in infancy, sexual 
license before marriago is virtually toleratod, it being understood 
that if a gisl becomes prognant, sho will find some one to marry 
wr, Among 0 mass of ritual borrowed from the Brabmanioal 
systom, tho marriage coromony (bibdha or biah) has proserved 
somo interesting usages, which appear to bolong to n different, 
and perhaps more primitive, order of symbolism. Early on tho 
‘wedding morning, before tho bridegroom starts in procession for 
tho bride's house, ho goos through a mock marriago to a mahud 
treo (Bastia latfotia). “Ho omabraces tho treo and bodaubs it with 
vormilion ; his right wrist is bound to it with thrond ; and aftor 
hho is roloasod from tho treo, this samo thread is used to attach a 
‘bunch of mahud loaves to his wrist. ‘The larat.or provossion of 
the bridegroom’s party is usually timed so as to reach tho bride's 
house about sunset, On arrival, the inner courtyard of the house 
iis defended by tho bride's friends, and a mimio conflict takes 
place, which ends in the victory of the barat. 

Symbolic capture having been thus effected, the bridegroom 
is poated with his faooto the east on a wooden stool placed under a 
ower of sai leaves, having pots of oil, grain and turmerio at the 
four comers, and a small pool of water in the contre. When the 
Yride enters, sho marches soven times round the bower, keoping it, 
always on her right hand, and seats hereclé opposite to the bride- 
groom, the pool of water being betwoen the pair. Tho right 
hands of the bride, the bridegroom, and the bride's eldest relative 
aro tied together with thread by the officiating Brahman, who at 
tho same time recites ssored texts (mantras), the purport of which 
is that the bride has beon given by her people to the bridegroom 
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and has been socepted by him, ‘The priest then claims his feo, 
and, after receiving it, unties the thread and knots together the 
scarves worn by tho mazriod couple, ‘This part of tho ceremony 
in called gotranlar, tho chango of gotra, and is supposed to 
temsfor the bride from her own section or exogamous group to 
that of her husband. It is followed by siudurdaa, i., the bride» 
groom takes a small oup of vormilion (sindur) in his lett hand, 
and with his right hnd smoars the oolour on tho parting of 
the bride's heix, ‘This is considered the ossential and binding 
+ portion of the marriago ocromony. Garlands of flowors aro thon 
oxchanged by the partios, and the rest of tho night is spent in 
feasting, the married conplo loaving for the bridegroom's howe 
early noxt morning, ‘Tho knotted scarves are not untied until the 
fourth day aftor tho wodding. . Whon a divoros tnkos place, it is 
symbolized by the husbend breaking a straw in two or taking 














} away the ixon braoclot commonly worn by married women, 
| Like tho Banxis, tho Hagdis admit members of any higher 
caste into their oirolo, and tho proosss of initintion is Iike that 


ribed in tho casy of the Bauris, except that a man 
b-casto has to tako tho palanquin or 

houlder as a sign of his acceptance of their hereditary 
\ ‘oooupation, Most of tho Bigdis are to somo oxtont engaged 
in ageioulturo, usually as Korfé or under-ryots, and comparatively 

fow havo attained tho moro rospootablo position of oooupancy 

tonants. Large numbers work as landless day labourers, paid in 

oash-or kind, ot as nomndio cultivators, tilling other mons lands 

‘on tho bidgrjot system, undor whioh’ they aro romunorated by a 

specified share of tho produce. ‘Their social rank is very low, and 












thoy aro usually clasted with Bouris and Bhuiyas os dwellers on 
tho outskirts of Hinduism. Somo Bagdis ont beof and pork, 
I and most indulge freely in flosh of othor kinds, and aro greatly 


addicted to drink. Tontulit Bagdis, however, will not eat boot, 
‘and many imombars of this sub-casto have beoome Vaishuavas and 
abstain from all sorts of flosh.’ 
: ‘Pho whole district was originelly tho torritory of the Bishnu gocrax 
pur Rajas, by whom portions were allotted to subordinate chiufs sm 
for the proantion of the fronton, ‘Thote chit ho, liko the tat 

jis, were recognized as attriyas, held sway over aboriginal lords a 
ae and ved til auxiliariesto their overlords in resindog Naas 
tho Marathis and other hordes of invaders. ‘Phsir desoendants 
are still locally known as Rajas by their tenants, although the 
title is not recognized by Government. On ths dissolution of 
tho Bishnupur Raj, the property in the immediate posseasion of 
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the Raj passod into the hands of the Burdwan Raj, init tho 
large flefs continued as bafore in the possession of the Kehattriyas 
or their xoprosentatives in intorust. ‘The holders of theso fiefs 
made grants to theix relutives and kiusmon, but the latter have 
now, to a vory large oxteut, transferred their holdings to money 
Jonders and others, and are consequently in an impovorished 
state. Tho zamindars in their tun did not fare better, for their 
poverty compelled them to mortgage their estates and in some 
eases to sell some portions to liquidate their debts. Owing to 
theso aud other oanses the greater part of Bankura is now under 
lange non-resident propriotors, such as the Mabardj-Adhiraj 
Bahidur of Burdwan, Kumir Rameswar Malia, ond tho Raja 
of Panchet, 

Another important class consists of paliidérs, who owe their 
existonce to the system of pormanent subinfeudation introduced 
by the Maharaja of Burdwan after the Permanent Settlement, 
‘He parcolled out his vast estate into tenures known as patnt taluke, 
the grantoss of which not only gave him a high premium but 
‘covenanted to pay an annual rental in perpetuity. ‘This eystem, 
which loft him o more annuity on the land, was rooognized by 
law in 1819, and a power of salo similor to that possessed by 
Government was given to the patnidars. ‘The latter again sublet 
on similar torms, and the rosult las boon to crouto a class of 
persons living on small fixed incomes and without interest in tho 
tonantry. ‘This has caused a disappearanoe of the old feudal 
spizit and e disintogration of the relations botweon landlords and 
tonants, who no longor have that common solidarity of interest 
which used to exist. ‘The surplus grain in former days was spont 
in. works of publio utility, and a large villago would have good 
tanks ond bathing giats, while its tomples were carefully kept up 
and religious festivals woro lnvishly obscrved. Now, in many 
cases, tho old zamindir’s family residence is in ruins, and ho 
himself often spends what inoome ho can realise in fighting law 
suits. If the landlord is not in dobt, he is usually an absentee, 
having but lately purchased the estate; but it is reported that 
the large non resident landlords all treat their tenants with justioo 
and consideration, It must be remembered, moreover, that this 
state of affairs only marks a transition atago, the old feudal inter- 
dependence between samindirs and their tenants not yot having 
eon replaced by the new inter-depondence between labour and 
capital, 

‘The following is a brief account of the principal village 
officials or of those whose duties bung thom into clos connection 


withthe vilegers, 
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‘Tho naib is tho deputy or representative of the landholder’, Yai. 
placed in charge of the whole or part of his zamindari or estate, 
of which ho has the geuoral management, Ho is assisted by a 
staff of mukarrirs, peons and yumasheus. 

erhape tho most important orsonality in village lilo is maa 
the gumasita or talsildar, a8 he is the agent employed by the 
zasuindir to manage affairs betwoon himself and his tenants. His 
chiet duties consist in oollecting rents, granting receipts, and 
seoing that the nijyol or home farm lands of his master axe 
properly oultivated, and that in case any cultivator abandons his 
fields and leaves the villago, the relinquished lands aro let. out to 
now tenant. ‘Through him the samindar carries on a trade 
with his xyots by advanoing rico and sood at interest. to thore in 
need of accommodation; and he keeps the accounts of the rent. + 
collections and grain advances. At each village’ he has a A/amar, 
ing grain, in which he keeps paddy reosived from 
thor in payment of the grain advanced to them 
or of rent paid in kind (adja jand or Shag jana), His salary is 
generally paid in money, and in addition to this, ho rectives 
perquisites from the oultivators on the ocoasion of certain festivals, 3 
‘Where the estate is a large one, one gumésita is appointed to 
collect the rents of a group of several villages ; but in such exses 
he often has an assistont called an dipahart or paik, who is 
remunerated by a grant of rentefree land. 

‘Besides his other multifarious duties, the gumdsha is often 
called upon to assist his employer in the conduct of suits conneoted 
} with the villagesin his charge, and occasionally to give evidence 
asa witness, But, by tho custom of the country, a man who is 
considered respeclable in the village community avoids giving 
testimony in a court as much as possible. Ho is therefore 
generally allowed an assistant, called the fayidart gumaslta, whose 
duty it is to look after any onso in which the zamindar’s interests 























| axe involved. 

The wuklye or mandal is a villago oficial, who fornetly setive 
held an important postion, as he was the representative of the, 

villagers in matters of general or individual interest, an arbiter 


in petty disputes, ond a respectable man whose presence would 
be sought by the villagers at feasts and fostivals. Mivkiya is 
a Sanskrit word meaning superior, but at tho present day it 
isa misnomer, as his social position is not always high and 
the respect shown to him is often a mere shadow of what it 
formerly was, Ho is still tho villoge headman, howover, and 
his post is hereditary, He rovsives perquisites and gifts from 
the villagers on the occasion of domestio and religions ceremonies, 
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in accordance with time-honoured custom, When a marriage 
takes place, ho is paid a small sum of money, aooording to the 
means of the payor, and also roooives a fow betel-nuts, sweetmeats, 


and other presents, which, although of small valuo, ace indicative 


of respect for his position, Again, whenovor a villagor givos 
fa foast on the oooasion of anuaprdon (or the feoding of an infant 
with rico for the first timo), Aarwaleah (oar-boring), upanayana 
(Giret woaring of tho sacred throad by Brihman boys), marriago, 
gradiia (Emoral obsoquios), xapineivkaran (annual obsequies), or 
aja (eoligious coromonivs), tho wukhya, of whatovor easto he 
may bo, must be invited to dino, 

‘The othor village olficials aro tho priest, barber, washorman, 
astrologer, and the represontatives of tho various artisan oastes, 
In the old Hindu organisation, theso persons were lookod upon as 
publio servants, and remunerated by grants of rontefroo lands 
from tho common lands of tho village. 

Jong ceased to exist as village officials, and are now hardly moro 
than private serve nying on cortain occupations, and paid for 
thoir work by the individuals on whom they altend. 

‘Tho ohiof of these is the prrohit or priost, Nearly every wolle 
to-do Hindu oullivator maintains a family idol, gonorally a 
salgram (a black round stono with a hole in it), whioh the family 
priost worships ovory morning and evening as reprosonting Vishnu, 
For this ho is remunerated by daily gifls of rico and milk, In 
somo villages thoro is an idol kept in a houso oalled tho mandup, 
or in a masonry tomplo erected at the joint oxponso of the gront 
majority of the villagers; and gifts of rico, fruit, oto, for its 
sorvioe are contributed by cach household in turn, If the villago 
idol has been sot up by a zamindar or rich villager, there will 
generally be found an endowment of land attached thereto, from 
the proceeds of which the articles necessary for the piija service 
aro purchased, and from which aro supported the village priest, 
the mati who furnishes tho flowers, the doms or musicians, the 
Kamar who sacrifices goats before the idol, the potter who 
supplios the earthen vessels, otc. Besides his remuneration for 
his sorvioes before tho idol, the family priest receives numerous 
gifts from tho villogers on cconsions of births, marriages, 
ardddha, obo. 

An account of the other villago servants will be found in 
Obapter VIL. 

‘Formerly the responsibility of keoping the roads open and of 
protecting travellers from robbery rested with o quasi-military 
‘lass of men, called ghatwals, io whom grants of lands were 
ollotied in return for their services, Tho man pt the head of 
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this quasi-milifary class of men was called serdar; the man next 
in rank and immodiately ‘subordinate to him was the sadial, and 
the ¢abedars or ghatiedls wero immediately subordinate ta tho 
lnttor. ‘The duty of the sardér was to collect panchak or quite 
rout from the sadials and (abedar ghatweals, to pay the same to 
Government or to tho zamindir, as the caso might be, ta deputo 
ghatwals for keeping watch and ward in villages or on rouds, to 
assist police offloers in their investigations, and to porform other 
police duties when necessary, ‘The lands granted to theso mon 
have boon or aro being resumed, but tho old titles sill remain, 
A more detailed account of them will be found in Chapter XT. 

‘The sadidls used to collect ponchak from their fabedére and seaiap. 
to pay the saime'to the’ sardar anid to supervise the work of the 
ghdludls. Tn some instanoes also they were depated for watch and 
ward duties in the villages and along the roads. 

"Tho duties of a aber ghtheal were to Koop ‘watch over » Tauitr 
ghat, a term which meens generally a village or group of. two!*/w#lte 
or moro villages and portions of roads, ‘Ho was also required 
to give information of any offence cognizable by the police come 
mitted within hia yiaf, and to report births and deaths, for which 
purpose ho had to attend the police station periodically. 

ae paves Mahiswara, Supur, Ambikinagar, Raipur, Phul- Digan, 

Syamsundarpur, Simlépal, and Bhalsidihi, thos who 
batik the dutios of sardér were called digars, .'Tho digars of 
the Inst seven parganas exercised the ‘powers of head-constables 
whon those parganas were in Minbhiim. 

In porgaves Mahiswart and Obbtnk there aro a class of men Japt~ 
called jagirdars, who performed the duties of sardére in the former 
and the duties of ghatwals in the latter pargana, 

Tn thinas Indts and Kotalpur, there are a body of men ainast- 
called simanadars, who porform the duties of chawktdars, They 
have grants of lands in lien of wages; but in some instances 
fhoce carrie: land ‘have toen Toaed walag Ad YI of 
1870, 

Iimamdare ox mandals axe persons charged.with the realisation Zintm. 
of a stipulated rent for a certain mausd or number of mawsds, mnie, 
and: in liou of wages enjoy certain lands ront-freo in the mausd or 
mausds in their charge. Such lands aro called itmamdaré or 
mandali lands. 

‘The pardmdnik is tho hewdman among certain lowor castes, Part, 
‘who dovides questions affecting the caste and other social mateer, maj, 
Among Santtls the heedman is called a ménjhi, Ho presides at 
village meotings, decidas petty dispates, arranges hunting parties, 
and attends moriages end religious geremonios. 
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Nityfnanda and are regarded as leaders of tho Vaishnavas by 
the. followers of Ohsitanye and Nityanends. In each division, 
which is called Lhdtuk mahal, the Goswimis keep two officers, 
vis., @ fayjdar and under him a chharidar. For every bhek, 
ia,’ the oormony of initiation of a Vaishnava, and for every 
marriage and death ceremony of Vaishnavas, Re. 1-6 is said 
to be due to the Goswimis, of which the /axjdar gets 4 annas and 
the eblaridér 2 annsa es remuneration for the services they 
ander to the Goswamis, 

‘The ordinary food of all classes consists principally of rico, 
pulses (dé), fish, milk end vegetables. ‘The food and the time 
for taking it vary according to circumstances, but the genoral 
prsctioo is to take two meals, one in the day .at about 10 or 11 
Am, and the other at night at about 8 or 9 p.. The meals 
consist of the articles mentioned above, except. that some take 
bread or /uchi, i.2., bread fried in ght, at night. As s rule, also, 
fa light.ropsst, usually. consisting of sweotmeats, is taken in tho 
morning snd in the evening. 

‘Tho houses fall under three main heads, viz, pakd or houses 
made of brick or masonry, kanchd or houses thatched with straw, 
and khapra or houses with tiled roofs. The paka houses again 
azo generally of threo kinds, viz., those roofed with beams and 
ratters mado of wood, those in which the roof is supported by 
girders, and thoso in which it reats on arches ; there are, however, 
vary fow of the latter two classes, The walls af these housos aro 
either constructed of bricks made with surki and lime or of bricks 
made of mud. ‘The thatched houses may be divided into three 





~ classes according to their thatching, viz, ekehdl4a, duchala and 


chawchilé, i.e, houses with one, two, or.four thstches. Some of 
the walls.are made of clay, some of unburnt bricks, some of 
branches of trees snd bushes smeared over with olay, and others 
of wood and clay. Houses of the latter two kinds are called 
jhatibar ox gurabar, end tho last kind is seen in places subject 
foinundstion, Houses thatched with straw are common all over 
the district; fn tamaand popeloee illges sonny, billings 
ayo met with in fairly large numbers ; while 

sre found-in the lows of Saat ani ia tho waior pals of 
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‘The houses aro mainly of the Lower Bengal style of ‘architec- 
tare with the ridge and cave lines curved and the thatoh very 
Sek. ‘The reason for this style of architecture seems. to he that 
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in this part of the country the rainfall is co héavy that, ‘unless 
very thick thatch is put on, water leaks through, especially along 
the corner beams of a ohauoala or four-thatohed house. “It 
must bo clear that, when an oblong or a square room is covered 
by four thatchos mesting either in a xidgo or in e point, and the 
thatches have al tho same inclination, the slope of the roof at the 
Tines of junotion of tho four thatches is much gentler than 
eleowhore, and, as a consequence, leaks are moro froquent at these 
than dlsowhore, ‘To give to thoso linos tho samo or nearly'the 
samo inolination ns the other portions of the roof, the comers 
havd to be lowered. Honoo tho ourved ontliie of the ridgo and 
ave lines. 

‘Tho ordinary clothing of a gentleman’ appearing at a social clothing. 
gathering in the cold weather consists of a diuli, or waistcloth- of 
cotton, a shirt‘and coat, a shawl and a pair of stockings and shoes, 
In other Seasons of tho year  dhuti, shixt or oost, a chtdar and 
shoes are worn. When appearing at office; the clothing consists 
of pintaloons, a shirt, a chapkan, a chadar, and a pair of stockings 
and shoes; persons of somowhat higher position use chogds, ox 
loose overcoats, instend of ofdders. ‘Tho ordinary olothing of a 
man of the middle olasses consists of a diuti, chddar-and a pair 
of shoos or slippers ; shixts and coats aro also occasionally used. A. 
cultivator woars merely a coarse diuéé and a soart (gamed) thrown’ 
over the shouldérs or wrapped around the waist. Men ‘of the’ 
lower lasses have a coarse diuti only.’ In tho cold woathér shewls 
and various wrappers aro used, ‘such asthe dandle made of eonge’ 
or brondoloth, the: dius and délaposh mado of cotton and dloth, 
the: garbhaduti woven with: tusser and cotton thread, and the 
gilap or pachhuri, which is » double chadar made of coarse cloth. 
‘Tho dress of the women generally consists of a sdr? only; but 
in rich familios the use of bodices and wrappers in tho wintor 
hhas been introduced, As a rule, fomales, with tho exception of 
prostitutes, do not nso shoes, shawls, or other garments used: by 
the males, 

‘The amusements of the people consist chiefly of tho jatrd, a Amuse 
thoutrical entertainment given in the open ait, baithaki eongs, fe., ™=%- 
songs in the baithk or gonoral sitting room, and dancing, In all 
of thieso both voeal and instrumental musics ard omployed. Men 
of all classes ‘attend jatras, but tho mass of tho peoplo amuso’ 
themselves with Harisanktrian, in which they sing and danog in 
the namo of Hari (God). Sometimes Hurixankirtan continues 
without intermission for soveral days and nights, and is called, 
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aosording to ite duration, atoraira (one day and night), ohabbte- 
grahar (3 days and nights), panchardira (6 days and nights) and 
natardtra (9 days and nights). ‘The people of the Ravh desh, of 
which Bankuri forms part, aro, it may bo added, famous jatra 
performers, and the inhabitants of Bishnupur aro partioularly 
musical, 

Genet... ‘Tho population is a mixed ono, including puro Hindu castes 
conditions. of Aryan doscent, somi-aboriginale rooontly admitted in the pale 
of Hinduism, and pure aboriginal faibes, ‘Tho following account 
of the general conditions provailing is quoted from an axticle by 
Mz, RB. 0. Dutt, “Tho Aboriginal Hlemont in the Population 
of Bengal” (Galoutta Review, 1882), which is ospooially appli- 
cable to this district. “Living in the samo distriot, and often in 
tho, same villago, the Hindu and the somi-Hinduized aboriginal 
novertheless present differonoes in their habits and ways of living 
which oannot but strike even the most carcless observer. Belict 
ina highly developed religion and an elaborate superstition has 
made the Hindu even of the lowor oastes timid and contemplative ; 
a higher civilization has mado him oaloulating, thoughtful and 
fmgal, and a long training in the arts of poace has made him 
Tegular in his habits, industrious in his toil, peaceful in his 
disposition. ‘Tho semi-aboriginal, on the other hand, presents us 
vith o striking contrast in charactor in all these rospects. Ho is 
of an excitable disposition and socks for strong excitemont and 
pleasures; ho is incapable of forethought, and consumes his 
earnings without a thought for the future; ho is incapable of 
sustained toil, and, therofore, oftener works as a ficld-lobourer 
than as a cultivator. Simple, merry in his disposition, excitable 
by nature, without forethought or frugality, and given to drunken~ 
ness, the semi-aboriginal of Bengal brings to his civilized home 
many of the virtues and vioos of the savage aboriginal life which 
his forefathers lived. In every village where somi-aboriginals 
live, a separate portion of tho village is resorved for them, and the 
nriost careless observer will be struck with the difference betwoon 
neatness and tidiness, tho well swopt, well washed, and well- 
thatched huts of the Hindu neighbourhood, and the miserable, 
+ ill-thatched huts of the Bauri Para or the Hari Para, 
If a cow or a pig dies in the village, it is flayed, and tho meat 
carried home by the Muchis or Bauris, whilo tho Hindus turn 
sido thefr Jaco and stop their-nose in disgust when passing 
neaf such scones. If ‘there is an outstill in the village, it is in 
the Bagdi-Pard or in the Bauri Para; it is thronged by people 
af these castes, who spond their miserable earnings here, regardless 

. of their ill-thatehed huts and their ill-fed children, 
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“Tho mass of the Hindu population aro dead against dritik 
and drunkenness; their thrift and habitual forethought, thoir 
naturally sober and contemplative tum of mind, as well as 
their religious feclings, keop thom quite safe from contracting 
intemperate habits. A fow educated young men and a larger 
number of the upper classes may get addicted to drink, but the 
mass of the working classes, tho frugal and oaloulating shop 
eoper, tho pationt and hardworking Sadgop or Grotlt, tho humble 
and laborious Kaibartta, all keep eway from drink. Tho bois 
‘ous morrimont that is caused by drunkennoss is foroign to their 
quiet, sober nature, and if a very few of thom drink, they, drink 
quictly at homo before they retire at night, Far different is tho 
caso with the semi-Hinduizod sborigines, Barbarians hankor 
after strong exoitoments and boisterous joys, and nowhero is 
drunkooness go universal as among barbarians, ‘The Bauris, the 
Bigdis, tho Muchis have onough of their old nature in thom to fool 
‘a éraving for drink, and tho outstill system with the cheapening 
of spirits has boon a boon to them. ‘Whon spirit. was dear, 
thoy mado themselves morry over their pacheai ; dnd now that 
spirit is cheaper, thoy tako to it naturally in proferonos to 
pachodi, Of the numorous outatills and pachioai shops in Burdwan 
‘nd Bankur’ that wo havo visited, wo have not teen ono which 
did not mainly dopend for its revenue on sémi-aboriginal 
consumers, ‘We ngvor snw ono single Hindu among the orowds 
of poople assembled in Liquor or pachwai shops; when tho 
‘Hindu doos drink, ho sends for tho drink, and consumes: it 
at home, R 

“ho distinotion botwoon Hindus and tho -emi-Hinduirod 
aborigines is no loss marked in the position of their women, 
Nowhoro, exoopt in towns, aro Hindu women kopt in that absolute 
roolusion which Musalmin women delight in. In villages tho 
wives and daughters of the most respectable and high caste Hindus 
walk with perfect froodom from houso to hous, or to the tank on 
tiver-sido for their ablutions, Respootable women go veiled; while 
those of the lower classes go without veil or oply halt yeiled.. “No 
respectable woman will speak to, or oan be accosted by a stranger, 
while oven among the lower class Hindu women, except when 
vorging on old ago, fow will often speak to strangers. ‘Those 
restrictions entirely disappear in tho caso, of the semi-Hinduizod. 
aborigings.. Their women have the perfect freedom of women. in; 
“Burope,’ Young wives, as woll as elderly widows, walk without 
the apology of a veil through tho streots or the village bazar ;: 
they will talk to any one when necessary ; and being naturally of; 
merry, lively dispositions, they chat and laugh gaily 98 they ;pass:. 
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though the most crowded strests. ‘Tho young Tanti or Obhutar 
women, tho Kumhir or the Kamax’s wife, will often stand asido 
whon a stranger is passing by the same road, but custom imposes 
no such rule of modesty on the women of tho Bauris, But, if the 
semi-aboriginal women enjoy the porfoct freodom of European 
women, they have often to pay deazer for their liberty. House 
shold work is tho lot of Hindu women, but tho somienboriginal 
women must do outdoor work also. Wives os well as widows, 
mothors and daughters, are all expected to work in th field or at 
tho villago, tank. or road, and so eke out tho miserable inoomes of 
hair husbands, sons or fathers. Whon a road is oonstruoted by 
Government or a tank excavated by a villago zamindar, Bauri 
men and Women work together, the mon using tho spades and 
tho women carrying the earth in baskets. Wives often camy 
things for salo to tho village market, whilo husbands work in 
tho field; the Bauri women of Bankuré are the best ooolies for 
carrying luggoge or portmanteaus, often twonty or thirty miles 
ina day. 

“Thore is curious distinction mado in field labour among 
the semi-aboriginal tribes. Ploughing and sowing are the duties 
of, mon, transplantation and weeding aro tho duties of women. 
‘Whon the soodlings aro grown in the nuriory, and the flelds aro 
well ploughed and prepared for receiving tho soodlings, the work 
of the mon has ceased for a time, ‘To tako the seedlings to 

the field and to plant them there in sand or kneo-deep wator, is 
the work of the wonien, ‘They aro said to be more proficient in 
their light but tiresome work than mon, and some women aro 60 
proficient, that they will not work for others at daily rates of 
‘wages, but will carn much more by taking contracts for definite 
areas, which they will plant with soodlings in a wonderfully 
short time. In the fertile valloy of the Kasai, in tho district of 
Bankura, wo havo soon xico-flelds stretching one after the other for 
miles together, and all under transplantation, Bauri and other 
somi-aboriginal women are seen by the hundred engaged in this 
work,-stending in tho midday sun, in wind or water, planting the 
seodlings with surprising nimblonoss, or resting for a while, and 
gaily chatting with each other with that lightness and joyousness 
of heart. which never’ dosorts them. When tho corn is ripe, 
the tougher work of reaping belongs to man, though wo have 
sometimes seen women take a part in it also. For tho rest, 
tho lo of these semi-aboriginal women is not a hard one, to 
judge from their healthy appearanco and their merry faoos, but 
‘when the husbands get drunk, as thoy’ do as often as they can, 
thio ‘wives, ‘we fancy, have a bad time of it, and wife-beating 
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is vory_much worse among tho scmi-aboriginal onstes thin 
‘among Hindus. 

“Tn their social and religious oeremonies the senti-Hinduized 
aborigines are evory day boing drawn olor to Hinduism. 
The more respectable and advanced among them may indeed 
bo suid to have adopted Hinduism in all its main foaturos, 
while oven the most backward castes have adopted some Hindu 
customs,” 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER II. 


THE SANTALS OF BANKURA. 


‘Tae Santals in this district number 105,682—n total excoeded 
only in threo other districts, viz., Manbhiim, Midnapore, and tho 
Sentél Parganas, Though far away from tho main body of tho 
rape, thoy have preserved many of its dietinctivo customs, and tho 
old tribal life has to a certain oxtont remained intact. ‘Thoy 
suffer, however, from the disadvantage of living outside the Santal 
Porganes, in which epeoial laws have boon introduced to protect 
tho simple cultivators from Hindu mafajans and to secure them in 
Porscssion of their lands, ‘For want of such protection, most of 
the villages in the south and south-west of the district, whioh until 
pethaps 20 or 80 years ago almost invariably bolongod to Santalls, 
have passed. into tho possession of Hindu money-lendors ; and it 
is doubtful if the marajan hos not obtained a footing in tho fow 
villages that aro still puroly Santél, It is true that Santils still 
cultivate tho villago lands, but instond of paying a nominel rent, 
they now havo to make over half the produoo of their fields to 
their landlord, and instead of having a permanent right in the 
land, thoy are merely annual tenants. 

In spite of this, the cheraoter of the Binkuri Santél has not 
yot been altogether spoiled. Ho may be dosorihed as naturally a 
brave but shy child of the junglo—simple, truthful, honost and 
industrious—before he is brought into contact with alien influenioes 
and taught fo cheat, lio and steal, Even now, it is e somewhat 
instructive fact that, whorens in a Hindu village agricultural 
implements havo to be carefully housed every night, if they aro 
to be available for the next day’s labour, the Santal villager 
leaves his goods and chattels lying about anywhere, confident 
that the trust he reposes in his neighbours will not be abused. 
In Hinda villages again tho oultivators find it mooessary to ergot 
shelters, and to watch their ripening orops throughout the night, 
in order to prevent the theft of ears of grain. But tho Santil in 
a purely Santil village nover dronms of watching for anything 


or this account of the Binkuri Suntils Tam indebted to a note Kiadly com+ 
Inunieated by the Revd, G. Woodford of the Wesleyan Minion at Sirengis 
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iit a ber or a wild pig, both of which are apt to play Tiavoo 
wrth tho Litto. patoh" of wogareane tint seocres the fev simple 
Juxuries of the houschold. 

‘Asa cultivator the Santal may not be able to compete with 
the Bengali in raising the botter kinds of rico, but on high tough 
jungle lands he is much more export, He has a poouliar skill in 
converting jungle and waste land into rico fields, and is as much 
an enemy of junglo as ho is of wild beasts, Nor is tho latter 
characteristic unnatursl, for apart from tho damage cased by 
ear and wild pig; leopards often cause him heavy loss, constantly 
carrying off pigs, goats and calves, and not infrequently attacking 
ows and bullooks as they graze in the jungle. In spite of such 
drawbacks, many Santils, although postessing very little good rice 
land; manage in.good years to livo fairly comfortably on their 
crops of maize, iodo, iif, Yinsedd and mustard, produced on Ind 
that the Bengali cultivator would never. attempt to cultivate, 
‘Maziy of tho men too are expert weavers, making their own 
primitive looms, A little patch of cotton suxrounds almost, eviry 
house, end when the women of the family havo picked, cleaned and 
spun it into thread, the head of the housohold will sit'down to 
‘weavs the cloth for tho family for the obming yeur, And good 
strong material he produees—not s0 showy as the imported oloth 
worn by Bengali women and girls, but oftén lasting twios as long. 
‘The mon, as a rule, aro content with a small loin cloth, but the 
‘women aro invariably clad docontly in a sari som 15 fest long, 
‘This they do not wear over the head like their Bengali sisters, but 
in graoeful folds over their shoulders. ‘The women aro excoad- 
ingly fond of flowers, and whenever possible, wear one stuck in 
their hair, which is arranged in a knot at the baok of the head. 

Practically all the simplo necessaries of the Santal’s life aro 
produced on his own land, He grows his own tobacco ; he makes, 
his own cil, which is uso for anointing the body as well as for 
cooking; and most of the spices required for his ourry and all his 
yogetables aro home-growa, His intoxicants—and he unfortu- 
nately gets through a good deal in the course of the yoar—he can 
purchase choaply st tho Government shop ;, but the rafi liquor is 
nob to his taste and tho force of habit is strong, so that vary 
frequently the old rice liquor (fdnria), prepared in the old way, is. - 
still his most usual means of benishing dull care, Practically, 
the only thing that a fairly well-to-do Santil villager requires to 
purchase is salt, and {his is paid for in kind,—it may be by sico, 
ox by the dried flowers of tho maiud tree, or by any othor coms 
noi of which he baypons to powess more than his fanily will 
yoquire for their own 10, : 
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~ Many of tho Santals' aro now Iabourers puro and simple, 
having no Iand ab all, ‘Those aro much sought aftor by the 
managors of coal minos and toa gardons on nooount of thoit 
induslay and endurance, They profor, howover, to romain in the 
end of their birth ona much lowor wogo than thoy might oatin 
olsowhoro 5 for in Strongi the cooly earns only 9 pioo a day and 
tho kamin or fomalo labourer 6 pioo, and thoy havo to keop theme 
solves, whorons noar Caloutte mon and women oan earn 4 annas 
‘or ovon moro a day in addition to boing provided with food. 
Btill, at oortain eoasons of tho your thousands of Santals may bo 
soon loaving the distxiot in oxdor to obtain work in tho folds somo 
livo or aix days? jouxnoy to tho east, Often somo of tho members 
of tho smaller cultivating families go enstward for two or threo 
‘months in tho yenr, and they usually xeturn with enough onsh not 
only to pay the rent for their land, but also to clear off any little 
shop debts that tho old folk at home may have incurred. 

‘They still largely talk Santali, a language which has been 
reduoed to writing only in reoont yoars. ‘This language, however, 
is not taught in the schools in the district, and the boys and girls 
are handicapped badly in having to take thoir examinations in 
Bengali. In spite of this, thoy often manage to hold their own 
in competition with Bengalis of equal ago, and one boy trained 
in the Wesleyan Mission schools passed the Entrance examination 
in 1907. But what is pothaps even more encouraging is the fact 
that in some villages there are now a numbor of fairly well 
eduoated Santals—intelligont, sobor, thifty cultivators of tho soil, 
‘against whom the wiles of the money-londer should have small 
hance of so0dss. 

“Mho Sant&ls havo oa woll-establishod and fairly oomploto, 

» aystom of self-governmont. ‘The hondman of oach villago, who is 
Known as the Mawjhi,is in théory the owner of the villago lands, 
‘and alone has tho powor of offering tho villego ssorifoos; when 
engaged in his pricstly’ work, ho is known asthe Liaya, ‘Tho 
Manjhi bas throo mon to assist him in looking after the social and 
religious wolfaro of tho villagors, known as tho Jog-Manjhi, tho 
‘Pardmanik and tho Kota’, All four offioos aro hereditary, and 
theit incumbents are rosponsible for. tho duo porformanoo of all 
cillage ooremonies, such as'thoso obsorvod at birth, marsiago and 
death. ‘They give moral instruction to the young, advioo to tho 
porplexed, ‘consolation to the bereaved, and, according to thoir 
Tight, exideavour to do good to their village. "Ovor each group of 
villages there is ‘an officer known as n Parganait, to whom am 
appeal can at any timo be made. Should his decision bo disputed; 
fa final appeal lies to the whole body of Parganaite, ‘Those 
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mestings of Parjancite uauslly take place ‘at night ab some 
one or other of the grest hunis, when perhaps 6,000 or 8,000 
mon camp out in the jangle at some particular spot, to which 
they have come from all quarters of the compass. Except for 
disputes about land, it is seldom that any disagreements which 
may arise find their way into tho lew court. But the gradual 
ispossession of their headmen from their lands and the growing 
power of tho Hindu mchdjans in thoir villages are tending to 
lessen tho power and influence of the Santél tribunals, Still, as 
they alone possess, and are likely to continue to possess, the 
power of outeasting members of tho tribe, and thus cutting 
‘a man off from all social and religious contact with his fellows, 
it is unlikely that it will over be possible to neglect their 
influence in dealing with the Santél either as an individual or 
18 people. 

‘ho internal structure of the raco is also well preserved. 
hey aro divided “into 12 tribes or septs, each distinguichod 
its own family namo. Marriago ia the samo sopt is strictly 
forbidden, and itis probebly this fact that is largely responsible for 
tho fine physique of tho race. ‘The prastioo of infant marriage 
isa growing one, butit is at present far from being customary 
in this district, Sometimes, when the first wifo is childless, 
a Santil will many a scood wife, bat polygamy is very. unusual, 
Te also happens sometimes that a young wife rms away from her 
mother-in-law’s house back to her father’s home; and should 
she repeat the offence a fow times, the price paid to her family. 
will probably be rotorned to her husband and tho marriags 
dissolved. But her value in the marriage market will have boon 
‘considerably reduced by her independent conduct. ‘The Santas, 
ike the Hindus, bum their dead. But the burial ooremony is 
not completed, nor the happiness of the released spirit ensured, 
until a small portion of the skull has boon carried by a friend of 
the departed to the banks of tho Dimodar (tho sacred river of 
the Santils) and cast into its waters. : 

‘The religion of the Santals is of a primitivenature, its miain 
feature being sacrifoes mado to a number of village and louse- 
hold deities. ‘The village deities reside in tho sacred sd trees: 
usually found near the head of the village strect, although at 
times only a stone is found indicating the spot where the tress 
‘once stood. The houschold deities are supposed to-reside in w 
ittlo.apartment reserved for their use in every house, however 
small, Grain and other things are often stored in this apartment, 
Ibut it is a snored spot, all the household stcrifices being made ut 
the entrance to it, and no female from any other house mity 
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ever entér it. ‘Tho rinmos of the houschold doities are-kopt 
‘searet, and are known only to the head of the family, Gonorally, 
among tho village doities tho spirit of the founder of the 
village, and among the family deities those of departed anosstors 
axe worshipped, ‘Tho saorifioes usually consist of chickens; 
ut not infroquently goats, and at timos even cows, aro offorod, 
whilst one of the Santhl deities has a spocial preforonoo for tho 
flesh of the pig. ‘Tho flesh of tho animals offerod to the deitios 
is consumed by the snoridoors and thoir friends, and the foast is 
almost invariably nooompanied by drinking and danoing, 
Acstrong bolicf in witchoraft is Grmly ostublished ; and tho 
fact that the fomalo mombors of the community are supposed to 
have the power of hocoming witches is probably, in part at 
least, accountable for tho high ostoom in which they are held by 
tho mon of the tribe, Should sicknoss or misfortune pvortaka 
anyone, resource is had at once to a sabirdj (literally, a doctor), 
one of whom is found in every village, ‘This oolobrity has the 
power of divination by means of sd! loaves, ‘When consulted, he 
takes two leaves and rubs ofl on thom; then ho presses thom 
togother ; and afterwards ho soparates them and studies the marks 
made by the oil. From thoso ho is able to say whether tho 
misfortune is duo to sicknos puro and simplo, or to an evil 
spisit, or to tho malevolence of a witch, If it anid to bo 
duo to m witch, this is supposed to bo outside the domain 
of tho Xabirgj, and resourco is had to the Jén ox witch 
ootor, who alono can prononnce muthoritatively whethor any 
misfortuno is duo to witchoraft, and alono can locato the witch, 
‘Dho Intter is» much more dreaded foo than a moro spirit, for 
tho latter oan bo exorcizod by a Kabir4j, whoroas all that ono oan 
do with a witch id to uso moral suasion, the most. effective form 
‘of which is belioved to be corporal chastisement. ‘Tho Wan also 
has the powor of divining from ea? leaves, but tho secret of his 
‘groutnoep—and ho is indood great in tho Santa world—lios in tho 
fact that ho is a spirit medium and that his pronounooments are 
made, when he is under intense spiritual influence, when, as tho 
Santal tells you, the wurnti hos taken possossion of him. In 
almost evory villago there aro ono or two men who possoss the 
power of pnéting themselves under tho influoncp of oortain 
spirits, and their aid is froquontly sought in the village sacrifioes 
and ‘ceremonies,’ But their influenco is trifling compared .with 
that of the Jan, who is often resorted to not only by Santils, but 
also by low caste Hindus, many of whom firmly believe in his 
pawor of cating ot, tho demon of chelate from eny village 


that-may bo attacked, 
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Hook swinging as, until tho lst few years, pruotised in 
many of tho villagos noar Strengt, and is still pmotised in g 
‘of the efforts which have been made to suppress it, but it is 
seldom that a Huropean can get nows of it, ‘Tho Santils were 
as eager to swing as the Hindus, and at one festival some four 
yours ago there were six swings kept busy from early moming 
until the sun was well, nigh overhead. So anxious woro tho 
people to seouro their turn that frequontly two men woro lashed 
together on to.tho arm of tho rovolving oxoss bar, to swing 
susponded with all their weight taken by a couple of hooks 
insorted into the muscles of their backs, 

‘The chief amusements of the people aro dancing, hunting 
and cook-fighting ; and among theso dancing hs a foremost place 
1s tho national pastime of this primitive people, Gonorally, but 
not bavaiaby, only the women and girls Yance, and the men 
play tho part of musicians, ‘Tho i range themsolves in a 
large circle, somotimes two or three xows deop, standing shoulder 
to shoulder; and half face the centro of tho cirolo in which tho mon 
caroor wildly about, boating tho national drums (nagra) and 
rurking timofor the dancers, who movo gracofully in a stately 
fashion sound ond round tho circle, eightly advancing and xotiring 
tho while, ‘The denco is a harmless and oven protty pastime in 
itself, but wnfortanataly it is associated with drinking and its 
consequent vices, Evory now and again the dancers broak forth 
into a weitd plaintive kind of chant, somowhat staring when 
heard for the first timo, but nov at all unpleasant, All the 
Santils’ musio appears to a strangor to be like a wailing funeral 
dingo, but it possosses a certain fascination of its own, 

“Hunting is another favourite amusomont and is practised on 
‘a largo soale every year in the month of April, i, as soon as the 
sal troos havo shed their leaves and progress through the jungle 
is praotioablo, ad before tho work of rioo cultivation bogins in 
earnest, The men then swarm throagh the jungles in their 
thousands, with thoir dogs, their bows aod arrows, their axos and 
spears, and woo botide the hare, tho junglo-fowl, the ponoock, or 
the deer that orosses their path. Should a leopard charge the 
Tino, ho may manage to kill or maul one or two of the hunters, 
‘but the Santal’s bow and tho spear almost invariably prevail in 
the ond; and when the hunt is over, his skin stuéfed with straw 
will probably be carried round in triamph from village to village, 
and the fortunate slayor of tho common foe congratulated and’ 
feasted. 

Oook-f 
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muygt louri as’ it is called. Often five or six pairs of cocks are 
fighting at ono, in tho contre of a ring of some 200 men, 
usually squatting on the ground, who aro keenly excited in the 
ismo of any fight in which thoir own or their partioular friends? 
cocks aro engaged, but take little interest. in tho others, Spurs, 
consisting of keen ovrved blades, are lashed on to the legs of tho 
cocks by the master of the oeromonies, who gots a log of each oock 
that is despatched. ‘Theso onsure a quick termination of tho 
fight, ono rush of the combatants often heing enough to bring 
it to a close, 
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In tho western portion of tho district tho climato is dry and, Cunmare, 
on tho whole, hlthy. ‘Tho groater portion of the country is 
high and undulating, tho soil is porous and well-drained, and 
tho pooplo mufor comparatively little from malarial affoctions. 
‘Powards tho cast of tho Bishnupnr subdivision tho land ia low- 
lying and badly drainod, and the climato is unhealthy and mala~ 
rious. This tract adjoins the malarious parts of the Burdwan and 
‘Hooghly districts ; and it is notiooablo that when tho Burdwin 
fover was introduced from the adjoining thins of Galsi and 
Khandghosh in Burdwan, it oausod a howvy mortality horo, 
while its wostward progross was chookod on reaching tho high 
ground in the wost of tho subdivision, ‘Tho thinas of Indis 
‘and Kotalpur aro particularly unhealthy, extensive aroas being 
waterlogged, whilo the oountry is studded with largo tanks 
containing unwholesomo wator, from whioh tho people obtain their 
drinking supply. 

Provious to 1892, thofo wore soveral changes in tho aystom Virax 
of rogistering births and doaths, In 1869 tho duty of reporting Sari 
doaths was imposed on tho villago chaukidars, and in 1876", 
the aystom was oxtondod to bixths; but the returns roceived ware 
10 incomplete that they wore soon discontinued, and, except in 
towns, deaths alone wero registered until 1892, when the colleo- 
tion of statistics of births as well as of deaths was ordered, snd 
the system now in voguo was introdugod. Under this aystom 
-s to. the police, and 
‘Surgeon, by whom 
statistion for ho whole distxiot aro proparod, ‘Tho statistics thus 
btained aro sufficiently aoourate ‘for tho purposo of caloulating 
the approximate growth of tho population and of showing the 
relative healthiness or unhoslthiness of difforent years; but little... 
relianco can bo plaoed on tho classification of disonscs to which ~~ 
oaths aro attributed, owing to want of modical knowledgo on 
the part of tho reporting agency, which causes the chauki@ér to 
regard fovor as a goneral cause of death, 
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‘Tho statistios show that tho population is steadily growing, 

largely booouse tho Burdwin fever epidomio has died out, 
‘Throughout the nino yoars onding in 1901 the recorded birth-rato 
exoooded tho doath-rate, in spito of tho fact that botwoon 1804 
and 1897 tho mortality wos comparatively high owing to tho 
unusual provalonoo of cholora, and that tho distriot was visited by 
famine in 1897, ‘Tho ovidonoo of a growing population suppliod 
by those roturns is oonfifmed by the consus statistics, which show 
‘hat tho population inoroased by 4 por cont, sinco the oonsus of 
1891, ‘The roturns for’ tho subsoquont sovon yours 1901-07 mako 
it cloar that this progross has beon maintained, tho number of 
rooorded births exoceding tho number of deaths by 42,000, 
‘ho inoroaso is greatest emoug aboriginal races, such as Santile 
and Bauris, and no ono who has soon a Santil villago and 
witnessed tho swarms of healthy young children would bo surprised 
ab this. Santils and Bauris, moroovor, aro said not to sufor from 
fovor and othor disoates as much as tho botter castes of Hindus, 
‘probably owing to tho healthior lives they live, to thoir rosidonos 
in the wost of the district, and to their stronger dist, which often 
consists of fowls dnd goats, and among Bautis of pigs. 

Tho highost birth-rato roturnod sinoo tho prosont aystom of 
roporting births and deaths was introduced was 41°18 por mille 
in 1899, and tho lowest was 24°19 per mille in 1892; but there 
is doubt about tho noouracy of tho latter figure, for the systom 
now in Yoguo was only introduced in that yons, and sinoo thon tho 
birth-rate has nover been less than 8256 por mille, ‘The highest 
denth-rato hithorto roturnod is 54°38 in 1907, and the lowest is 

. 18°79 per mille in 1898, 
Paro’ Acoording to tho returns submited year after your tho 
sug, mortality fom fover is far loss then in othor parts of Bengal, 
‘tho death-rate nover having been higher than 23°58 per mille 
{in 1907), whilo it has beon known to fall. as low a8 12°78 por millo 
(in 1898). After allowing for the fact that the chauktdar, who 
reports the doaths, is apt to include a number of othor disonses, 
in which the temperature rises to any height, under this head, 
it is clear that Bankura is far loss subject to fever than the water 
logged tracts further to tho east. ‘Tho following. aooount of the 
types of fover found in tho district has beon contributed by tho 
Civil Surgoon, Dr. ‘V. Is Watts, j 
Matsit <The types of fover prevalent in the Bankura district may be 
" divided into two groups—the malarial and the non-malarial. ¥ 
‘Moalarial fovers are found ohiefly in the eastern thinas of Indis and 
otalpur, which adjoin the distriot of Burdwan, In those traots 
‘the soil is alluvial, the country is-flat and-badly drained, ond 
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there aro numerous filthy tanks, some of which were originally 
excavated from motives of pisty, but have been neglected owing 
to tho diffioulties incidental to divided ownership, while others 
are used for the purpose of irrigation in seasons of drought. 
Anopheles mosquitoes, which transmit malaria, breed in the 
stagnant water of many of thoso tanks and also in the xice-fields, 
which aro likewise responsible for tho propagation of malaria, 
In the wostera portion of tho district malarial fevers aro 
comparatively raro, owing to tho undulating character of the land 
and the pervious nature of the soil, which lend themselves to 
efficient drainago;; but, of Jate years, largo tracts have beon brought 
under cultivation by a process of Iovelling and manuring, which 
favours the stagnation of water, and hore malaria has made its 
appearance. ‘Tho malarial fovors obsorved in tho district are of 
two varioties—the intermittont and the remittont. In tho former, 
the fever alternates with poriods of remission, and tho typical 
cola and sweating stages are well marked; while in the Intter 
tho temperature never comes down to normal, but the fovor 
shows two distinot exacerbations and remissions during tho day. . 
Both these variotis of malarial fever aro amenable to treatment 
by quinine; ond if attonded to early, organic complications 
seldom oocur. : 

‘Tho non-malarisl fovors are principally seen in the wostern Ne 
portion of the distriot, where tho porous latorite soil-and the 7 
undulating nature of tho country are unfavourable to” water- 
logging. ‘Tho following aro the types “commonly met with. 
‘Heat fovor (looally called arhaiya fever, as it Insts two and 
‘a half days) ooours in the hot months of the year and is charao- 
terized by a sudden aooession of pyrexia, tho temperature often 
rising as high as 105°F. and coming down to normal after 
two days or so without any treatment. ‘The dry heat resulting 
from tho radintion of the rocky laterite soil and the uso of 
water impregnated with peroxide of iron which permeatos it, 
cause constipation and congestion of the liver,*and give rise to a: 
remittont type of fever, which, unlike malarial fovers, does not. 
respond to, quinine, but yields, usually in the course of a fortnight, 
to cholagoguo remodies, particularly calomel, Enterio fever is 
common in tho municipal towns of Bankurt, Bishnupur and 
Sontmukhi. It ooours chiefly in the neighbourhood of filthy 
drains, and is also seon in persons living near tanks containing 
docomposing vegetable matter, This fever usually lasts from 
threo to six weeks, and about half the oases prove fatal. It is 
often complicated with malaria, Many cases of so-called fover 
and dysentery, or remittent fover, ary really cases of enterio, 
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Derangéments of the stomach and bowsls caused by worms or 
food disorders in childron give riso to somo kinds of low fever. 
Movingitis ooours as an independent affection in children, and 
in adults complication of fovor. Cases of cerebro-spinal fover 
are not uncommon in persons who live in a vitiated atmosphere, 
and have boon particularly notiood in dwelling-houses adjoining 
oatile-sheds and dung-bills. Tho disenso is almost invariably 
fatal. 

At tho change of sousons, particularly from tho rainy to tho 
cold ywoathor, eatarzh, bronchitis, oto,, often give rise to continued 
fovers, which- xesomblo influonza, ‘Thess soasvral fovers aro 
chiofly due to gront variations in tho tomporaturo common at such 
periods of the yosr, especially the suddon fall in the tomperatare 
after sunsol, against which the scanty clothing of the poople is a 
poor protection. Filasfasis manifested by swollen extremities is 
associated with a form of fevor which ohiofly comes on at night. 
‘This disease is caused by the bite of tho culex mosquito, which 
abounds in tanks, drains, oto, ‘Blophantiasis is moro common 
sin tho wostern then in tho eastern part of tho district, and is 
often, mistaken for ‘aguo. Tho congestion of tho nasal mucous 
mombrino, which is exoredingly common horé, sometimes gives 
iso to a fever calfed nasta fovor, the symptoms of which aro 
heuviness in the hend and unensiness along the muscles of tho 
napo of tho nock, ‘This condition is speodily relieved by 
puncturing the mucous membrane of the nose, aided by a 
brisk saline purge, Among tho miscellaneous: class of fovers 
may be: mentioned the septio fover of childbed, caused by 
tho dirty practices of the diais or native midwives and tho 
ineanitary' surroundings of tho lying-in room, and plourisy, 
peritonitis, erysipelas, tuboroulosis, eto, in all of which fover. 
is a symptom. Many cases of so-called ogue have beon really 
oases of phthisis. ror 
+ Obolera is almost always presont in a sporadic form, and 
sometimes becomes epidomio, the worst epidemic on record being 
that which ooourred in 1897, when 3°30 por mille of tho popula 
tion died.of this disease, ‘Tho main couroe of cholera is the bad 
supply of drinking water in some places. ‘The common practioo 
is-for the people to obtain their drinking water from tanks which 
axe-unprotected and are froquontly polluted, open air defcscation 
along the banks boing a common practice. = 

Small-pox is also cooasionally epidemic, especially in thinas 
Bishnupur and Sonimukhi, where it broke out in a virulent form 
in 1901. .As a rule, however, thore aro no serious epidemics, 
for expopt.in that year and in 1902 the death-rate due to this 

t 























PUBLIC HEALTH, 83 


etinse has never been as’high 4s 0°50 por mille since the present 
system of mortuary returns was introduced, : 
= Leprosy is exceedingly common in Bankura, the oonsua of 
1901 showing that no less than 8°67 por miJle among males and 

168 per mille among females aro lepers. Baukurl, in, fact, 

enjoys tho’ unenviable reputation of harbouring a greater number 

of lepers in proportion to its population than ony other tmot in 

the wholo of India, ‘Tho causes cf its oxoossive prevalence ia 

this district aro not known, Popular boliet has it that leprosy is 
contagious and horeditary, and thnt the exoéssive uso of unwhole- 

some moat is.the prinoipal oauso of tho disouso ; the large number 

of lopers among ment-ontors js quoted in support of this boliof, 

Tt séoms at loast certain that'tho disonso is most provalent among 

tho Inbouring classes, and especially among ~Muhammadans; 

Bouris, and ‘other aboriginal tribes, who aro mont-caters, ‘Tho 

thoory that it is duo to the uso of badly oured fish doos not find 
corroboration in this district, for vory little fish is imported and * 

it ontors but slightly into the diot of the poople. Mr. B. De, 

formorly District Magistrate of Bankurl, conjectured that the . 

pooplo of this part of tho country must be spocially liablerto tho 

disease, and pointed out that in| Khulnt he found loprosy morg . 
common among the Bunts, who ‘had gone thire from Bankura 

and the adjoining distriots, thin among tho indigenous inhabi- + 

tants, No connection, moreover, oan be traced with oholera, for 

although leprosy is worso in Bankurt than in any ‘othor distriot 

in Wost Bongal, it has tho smallest cholora mortality, 

Skin disonses aro moro numorous than in other parts of Otter 

Bengal. Syphilis, dysentery and diarrhcoa aro’also common, “#4 
* Blindness is moro prevalent than in most Bengal districts, no. * 
Jess'than 121 por 100,000 males and 184 per 100,000 females 
being roturnod as blind at the consus of 1901, as compared with, 

the Provinoial averages of 95 and 85 respectively. 

YVaocination is compulsory only within. the munioipal areas vaccrea. 
of Binkura,.Bishnupur and Sonimukht, but is not unpopular "%. 
coven in the tracts where it is optional. Inoculation, which was 
formerly commn; has now disappeared; and the people in 
general are gradually apprécinting the advantages of vaooination, 
as the. piotection it affords.-has practically eradicated opidemics 
of small-pox in somo of tho towns and larger villages. The 
number of .sucvessful yacoinations in 1906-07 was 49,769, ropro- 
sonting 41°16 per mille of the population, as compared with the 
Proviuolal average of 85°56 per mille; while the average annual 
number of persons successfully vacoinated during the previous 6 


* Yours was 36-44 per mille: of tho population. 2b. ty tela 
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Thore are 9 dispensaries in the district, including a fomale 
dispensary at Bankura known as the Lady Dufferin Zantna 
Hospital. Of theso, only threo, viz., tho Zantina Hospital and 
tho dispensaries at Bknkuri and Bishnupur, have'acoommodation 
for indoor patients. In the Binkurs dispensary 28 bods aro 
available for in-pationts, viz,, 20 males and 8 fomalos; in the 
Bishnupur dispensary thero aro 8 beds for in-pationts (6 males 
and 2 fentales); while the indoor ward of the Lady Dufferin 
Hospital hos 2 beds. The other dispensaries aro situated at 
Ajodhys, Khatr, Kotalpur, Maliart, Raipur and Sonimukhi. 
‘Thoro was also a dispensary at Rol, established in 1901, but. it 
‘was closed. in tho year 1904. 

‘Those institutions are gradually gaining popularity, espocially 
in the malarious tracts adjoining Kotalpur, tho people generally 
being willing to avail themselves of the benefit of the Huropean 
aystom of modiosl treatment, provided it is given free of ost, 
‘They aro extremely apathetic, however, in subscribing to the 
upkeop of the dispensaries, for well-to-do people, who oan afford 
“tho oost of treatment by a private practitioner, seldom resort to 
s.churitable dispensary for medical aid themselves and will not 
subseribo for the benefit of others. 

+ ‘There is a leper asylum in tho town of Bankur®, of which tho 
following aooount has boon furnished by the Rev. J. Mitchell, 
Principal of tho Bankura Wesleyan College, who is at present 
in obargo of this institution Statistios shew that leprosy is 
more prevalent in Binkurd and the neighbouring distriot of 
‘Minbhiim than anywhere olso in India. ‘This faot was brought 
home to the Wesleyan missionaries hy tho number of lepers that 
‘wore continaally wandering about, bogging in the bazar and in 
the villages. In the year 1901, the Rev. J. W. Ambery Smith, 
who was then stationed in Bankuri, opened up negotiations 
with the Mission to Lepers in India and the East; and tho 
result was that, on an appoal boing made, Mrs, Bryan,ew lady 
resident in Brighton, offered to build the whole asylum, including 
8 church for Divino worship. ‘This generous offer was aocepted. 
‘The work was commenced in 1901, and after six months there 
wore several buildings ready for tho lepers. ‘For several weeks, 
no leper came to the asylam, as there was a strong projudioe in 
the minds of the people against an institution established by tho 
missioneries ; but when the ice was broken, the lepers come 
readily, and at presont (1907) there are 56 male lepers, 43 
‘women and 7 children in tho leper asylum proper. ‘Two years 
later the Edith Home was built by Mr. Jackson, ono of the 
offjials of the Leper Mission, ag @ memorial to his obild, This 
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‘Homo is being used os an asylum for the untainted children of 
Jepers. ‘There are two departments, one for boys and the other for 
girls, and at present there are 10 boys ond 5 girls in residenos, 
‘The ohilaron arb taught to read and write, and the boys are being 
taught usoful trades. In tho leper arylum the soxos are sogre- 
gutod, tho women’s compound being surrounded by a wall. 

‘The sito of the asylum is on excellent ono, high, dry and 
healthy, ond is situated about 2 miles from the-town. Indeod, 
the asylurn, especially the church with its red tiled roof, is a land- 
mark for miles round. In the centre of the compound is a fine 
well with a novor-failing supply of pure water, All the buildings 
aro kept beautifully clean ; the lepers are ehcouraged to make 
gardens for thomeelves, and those who oan work assist in keeping 
the compound clean and'tidy. Up to the present, the entire oost 
of maintenanoo hes been borne by the Mission to Lepers. ‘Ths 
lepers ‘aro well fed and happy ; and it is a rare oosurrence for any. 
of thom to run away. ‘They come to tho asylum simply heoause 
they wish to come, and they stay there for the sume ronson, 
‘Most of the lepore belong to low casto families, but there aro 
soveral of high onste, and two ere Brihmavs. 

° 
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OHAPTER V. 


AGRICULTURE. 
Gremuz AonicvLTRAL conditions differ greatly in the east and west of 
Trove, the district. To the east the thinas of Indts and Kotalpur, and 
the north of the Sondmukhi thins, are a continuation of the 
: ‘wide-spread alluvial flats of the Burdwan and Hosghfy Gim0tor}— os 
+ nd are composed of rich recent elluvium. ‘Tho rest of the 
district is, for the most pert, undulating or hilly, and the soil is 
mainly an infertile laterite, found in a suomssion of rolling 
with uplands intervening hollows, elong which the drainage rons 
off'to join the larger streams. Large trads are still 
with hill, rock or jungle, or consist of arid upland ridges; and 
* the lower slopes of these uplands and the depressions: betwoen 
é thom ere practically the only lands on which e wet rice orop 
is growna 
‘Tho crops, as a rule, depend almostentirely on the monsoon 
sain, and though the quantity of rainfall is generally sufclent, 
crops are linble to fail more or less when it is unsoasonable or 


‘badly distributed, the greatest damage Heing caused by a failure 
of the rains in September and October, ‘when a good supply of 

. fete anit" ae Sag SEO ange 
‘and well-distributed rainfall is especially neosssary, beoatse 


country is undulating end the soil porous, thus helping rapid 
Grainage and percolation, and because there are but few large 
‘works for the storage of rain water. 

Rainfan, ‘The distribution of rainfall most favourable to the aman or 

: winter rice, which is thé staple crop, is when promonitory 
showers fall in Mey or early in Juno. ‘The rain in tho 
Intter half of June and in July should be heavy, and then 
“ ghould come sn interval of compsratively fino weather, 0 a3 
to permit of weeding- operations being suovessfully carried - 
on. ‘The Soptenter rene should also, be heary, shading off 
into fine weather with showers in October. On the sufi- 
dency of tho rainfall in September more then in any other 
motith, depends the character of the outturn of this arop. 
For the dus or biddoi rice, showers in March and the -ante- 
~ monsoon showers of Ail are very necessary for tho, preparation 
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of the lend. Front. April onwards rain is required at froquent 
intirvals, but should not be copious or continuous. Autumn rice 
is gonorally sown in May or oarlior, and consequently hoavy xain 
at this timo and in the month following is injusious to tho sowing 
and steoossful germination of that crop. Soattored showors with 
intorvals of sunshino, on tho othor hand, aro very henofioial, ‘Tho 
limatio conditions most suitablo to tho cultivation of tho rabi or 
cold wonthor crops aro whon the monsoon rains .conso eacly in 
* October, after thoroughly moistoning the ground, and are 
followed by a fow sllowors duxing tho remainder of that month 
and the fist half of November. A little rain in Deoomber and 
also in January is roquisite to onsble tho orops to attain their full 


Artificial istigation is necessuy in all paris of the district 
exoopt in tho cast. ‘Tho natural configuration of the country, 
which as an undulating surfaoo intersected by numerous rivers 
and slzeams, renders tho rosorvation of water ousy enough by 
simply throwing ombankmonts noross the drainago linos or across 
small nullahs, ‘Those ombankmonts, which aro called éandiy, aro 
made ut lovels highor than tho flolds to bo imigated, and their 
main use is to prévent tho monsoon rain draining away rapidly 
and to supply wator to the crops in the lands below by slow 
percolation. ‘hero is emplo room for the extension of this 
systom. Tnrigation from wolls is also carried on in tho upland 
area to a small extent, and from tanks in the alluvial flats to 
the east. Canal irrigation is entirely unknown, and would be 
impossible exoopt perhaps in thinas Indas and Kotalpur and in 
the north of the Sondmukht thina; elsewhere, the surfaoo is 
broken up by low ridges, valleys and hills, which make any 
system of canal irrigation impractioable. 

‘About a century ago tho Bisnupur Raj mado a simple but 
effective system of irrigation channols, called the Subhankart 
daw or kial, in the northern portion of the Sondmukht-thina 
to counteract the natural liability of that rea to drought, 
‘Tho systom consisted of several main and branch. channels, fed 
by the monsoon, which irrigatéd about 80 square miles; but 
unfortunately many of the chonnels have long sinoo silted up. 
Tn the famine of 1897 the dawra was partially ro-oxcavatod, 
and the channel deopenod, by taking earth from it for making 


Tar. 
aantos, 


road embankments. Several important tanks and Jandis were" 


also constructed in the Gangéjalghati thana, vie, a dam was built 
across the Jeolijor at the ninth mile of tho Gangajalghati-Saltors 
yond; the, Kusthal éand/i, Oharuri tank, ond Vaishnava land 
oro exoavated at Saltori; ond much was done to. improve thp 


88 bankund, 


snorpd Siva Ganga tank at the foot of the Bihtrinath hill, and 
also the Krishnapur and Uddhabpur bands, Other minor 
sources of irrigation aro tho Jamunt and Krishna tandhe, two 
artificial Jakes at Bishnupur, which supply water to a fairly laxgo 
aren in tho vicinity of tho town, 

‘Tho most important schomes proposod for tho improvement 
of izrigation aro tho ro-oxonvation of tho Subhankaxl xia, tho 
orootion of w-dam across tho Haxinmixi #/dl in tho Bishnupur 
subdivision, tho ro-oxoavation of tho Mathgodt land, tho xopnix * 
of tho Syimsundaxpur dant, and tho oofstruction’ of a woir 
gross tho Birai rivor, ‘Tho ro-oxowvation of tho Subhankaxi kia 
hhas boon condomned from an ongineoring point of view. ‘Tho 
ro-oxoavation of the Mathgod& téndh has boo takon up, undor 
tlio supervision of tho District Wnginoor, from a fund’ raisod 
hy private subscriptions aided by a District Board grant, ‘Tho 
Syamsundorpur Uandh formerly belonged to an indigo conoorn, 
but is now owned by a zamindir in embarrassed. circumstances, 
Tt is estimated that the repair of the Jandh would cost about 
Be, 3,000, and that, if repaired, it would irrigate a considerablo 
area, £ 7 
Spocial attention has lately boon drawn to tho Birai river 
rehome, ‘This scheme provides for tho irrigatidh of about 20 
squero miles from a weir constructed across tho Birai about 
7 miles above its confluence with tho Dhalkisor. In tho your 
1901, the late Mr. Maconchy, Suporintending Engineor, mad 
preliminary onquiry to asooriain if a canal from tho Birai river 
could be recommended as a protective work. Ho found that the 
ontchment area was about 70 square miles, and the conclusions ho 
‘cams to, which were accopted by Government, wore that (1) the 
‘catchment of the stream is so small that in a season of drought the 
tupply of water would cithor fail altogothor or would bo sp small 
as to bo of ory little use; and (2) that there was no prospect: 
whatever of tho anal boing romunerativo to Government, “The 
chemo was theroforo regarded as impracticablo, Tt was estimated 
that 9 detailed survey would oost Re, 4,600, . 

Reoontly efforts havo boon mado looally to havo this projaot 
taken up, and the following roply has boon given (in Maroh 
1008) in, tho Logislative Counoil to a question on the subjeot -— 
‘Phere is no justifiontion for an expenditure of this amount from 
the ‘genoral rovonues on work which would bo of no practical uso, 
It will, however, be arranged to have observations mado of tho 
flow of water in tho stream to asoortein definitely what area could 
bo irrigated at a time of drought, On tho presont information it 
‘would appear that @ channel made by the land-owners themselvos, 
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similar to the‘paiw of which there aro so many in the Gay’ 
Aistriot, would be moro svitable than a Government canal.” 

‘Tho soil in the Indas and Kotalpur thinas and in the north of gous, 
the Sonfimukht théna is composed of recent alluvium, and is loamy 
and clayey. “Elsowhoro, it oonsiats, for tho most part, of sandy 
Joam or a latoritio gravel. Generally speaking, tho soil of the 
high Inds (dénga) is poor, but some varieties of only rico, as well, 
‘as maizo and rats crops, axe grown there. ‘Tho soil of the low 
lands and valloys is generally fertilo, as it is enriched by the - 
dolritus washed down from tho higher levels, It is commonly 
divided into two classes—(1) sali, which is xesirioted to the eulti- 
vation of rioo, and (2) sund, in which various kinds of crops are 
grown, such as sugaroane, oil-soeds, superior varioties of ioe, and, 
in the richost soils, tobneoo, pan end vegetables. ° There is this 
further distinction that sa/i lands are allowed to lie fallow every 
third or fourth your, while the suxd soil is never permitted fo 
remain uncultivated. 

‘Tho cultivators themselves recognize a mmber of minor 
distinctions nocording to the composition and quality of the land, 

+ The different classes of land thus recognized aro as follows, Sali 
land is divided into seven classes, viz., sdlijol, or low marshy rico 
land; ¢a/i kanBii or low xioo land bordering on river banks or 
marshes, or lying botwoon high lands ; eli math or largo flat plains 
growing dman or winter rico; sali karpa, o: low marshy Iands-aleo 
growing dman rice; sd/i matial, or marshy land with a black soil, 
used for wintor rico and sli gararyi, or sloping xice land, 

‘Suna land again is divided into four varietios, viz, nf sund, or 
Iand growing dus or autumn rioo, with a sooond or winter orop of 
pulses or oil-seeds ; sund karpa, or cund lands of the first quality 
growing the finer qualities of rio, sugaroane, cotton, peas, mustard, 
oto.; sind itshu, or sund land pestioalarly suited for sugarcane 
cultivation, bat also growing vice of good quality, cotton, pulse, 
oto. ; sund do karpa, or land growing two superior crops in the year. 
““‘Phore aro five olasses of déngd or high land, viz, ye danga or 
high dry land growing pulecs, homp-and oil-sseds ; 12 daaga-or 
high dry land producing ‘il; Aalai cdngé, or high dry land on 
‘which the pulso oalled dirt Kalai ia grown ; sarisha danga, or high 
dzy land producing eariehd or mustard; and masurt dang, or high 
dry land producing maaurt alii, anothor kind of pulse. 

Other varieties ate je Karps, or cotton land; bésw, or land 
upon which the homestead is built; wdéastu, or land surrounding 
the homestead; dauebera, or bamboo land pan daraj, or betel 
enoloures; and dap, or orchard land, on which fruit tres, eush 
‘as mango, guava, jack, oto., are grown, 
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‘The following table shows tho normal acreago of the ‘crops of 
the distriot ond their peroentago on the normal net cropped area, 
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‘Tho abovo statistios will show that tho staple crop of tho distriot 
is rico, of which there are two main olassos, viz, duan or winter 
tice, and dus or autumn rice. Amn rico, which prodominates to 


tho'exalusion of other orops, is sown in April or May, transplanted « 


in July or August, and reaped about December, No loss than 21 
principal varieties aro grown, ‘Tho dus or autumn foo is sown 
brondoust: on the fields ia May, and reaped in Septombor ; it is of 
two varioties, viz, due proper and kelash, . 

For an aman rioe crop tho soil requires to be ploughed four 
times before tho sowing of tho socd. ‘Tho first ploughing takes 
place early in February or Marob, and the three following ones 
between that time and August, according as tho season is wet 
or dry. ‘Tho process of sowing, wooding and reaping is the same 
hore as in uther parts of Bengal. A small ridgo or embankmont 
is raiséd round cach plot or field after the ground is considered 
sufficiently ploughed ; the oultivator thon lets in water from tho 
tank, reservoir, or dammed-up water-course from whioh he obtains 
his water-supply. ‘This water is allowod to stand some time, to 
assist, ‘in decomposing the stubble or roots of the provious year, 
‘and to incorporate them, and the manure they form, more closely 
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with the soil, ‘Tho ground then roopives its final ploughing, after 

- which itis harrowed and loyellod, and tho sood is sown, About 
two months after tho sowing, tho young plants are transplanted 
into othor plots, at regular intorvals apart, While the plant is 
sill young, the‘oarth is gently loosened round tho roots by hand, 
or somotimes moro roughly by tho plough. ‘Tho orop: is kept 
carofully wooded ; an whon noarly ripo, a bamboo is Inid horizon- 
tally on tho ground and drawa over the plants, thns laying thom 
own regularly in ono direotion, ‘Tho orop is ronped in Dooomber 
and January, and bound up in small bundles. It is subsoquontly 
eithor boaton out on a board by ‘mon or troddon out by enttle, 
Buch of the stubblo as may not bo required for other purposos is 
loft on the ground to rot and ronovato the land. 

The only othr important aphani orp ia eugaoano, whith istoguaos 
sown in April or May and out in tho following February or 
March, ‘Tho flolds aro ploughod and mantrod in oithor of the 
first two months, snd whon tho ground .is sufloiontly proparod, 
tho eano outtings aro dibbled in. ‘Thoy aro kopt woll imigated, 
uring the dry months, the ground boing weeded as ooonsion 
roquires, and the eanos are ready for catting in tho following 
Fobruary or March, 

; ‘The normal area of Yiddoi oxopa is 42,200 acres or 7 por cont, mrader 
of tho not cropped area, ond of this area no Loss than 21,900 mores or" 

or 4 por cont, are oooupied by ave or autumn rico, Of other 

orops, tho most important oro main, marua (leusine Coracana) 

and fi? or gingolly. ee 

Rabi crops nodount for 63,200 noros or 10 por cont, of the Bent 
normal net cropped area, Among these wheat, rape, mustard %P* 
and other oil-soods aro most important, Other misoellaneous 
crops include ertor, peas and gram, all of which are grown ot 
dry soil. 

Another important orop is par, which is sown in the month of Other 
Tuno or July, the loaves being picked at all seasons of the your 
aftor tho plant is 12 months old. Indigo was formerly grown on 

‘a large sealo, but the cultivation has now disappoasede ntiroly, 
‘Byori when it: wag grown, it was found that tho doll was not well 
. adapted for it, the produce being less and tho plant of a amaller 

size than that grown in othor districts, 

Statistios showing how grent the extonsion of cultivation has rxzny. 
been are not available, but it is known that tho cultivation. of NO*°F, 
rio has inorensed considerably within tho last half contury. by s1ox. 
the reclamation of extensive jungle tracts. ‘This procoss is atill 
‘going on, cspecially round tho villages of the Santils, who are the 
natural enemies of jungle, Jt is the oustom to sow the newly 
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cultivated lands for two or three years after roolamation with 

inferior crops, a8 they aro notat first capable of producing the - 
superior sorts, By this means tho lands gradually incroaso in 

fertility, and beoome fit for better kinds of grain, 

Until xeoont years but little was done to improve tho quality 
of the orops grown, to introduce new orops, or to substitute 
superior ocreals for inforior kinds, ‘Che advantages of rotation, 
however, aro understood, and crops are commonly rotated on all 
lands growing sugaroano and othor exhaustive arops, A oommon 
mothod of rotation is as follows. After cutting a orop of sugax- 
amo in Bobrumy or March, the plough is passod through tho 
field, and a crop of ti? geod is sown, which is out end gamored 
in May or Juno, ‘The soil is then well ploughed, and in Juno 
or July is sown with dus or autumn rico, which is reapod in 
September or Ootobor. After tho rico crop is off the ground, 








* tho fleld is again ploughed twice, and a crop of mustard (often 


mixed with poss) is sown, Thoso orops ripen and aro out in 
January or February, whon the fiold is again well manured and 


_ Ploughed, #0 as to bo ready for another crop of sugarcane, which 





planted about April. In somo. parts cotton altornatos with 
augeroane after tho mustard is cleared off the ground, Praotie 
cally tho only manuro used is tho black mud scraped from tho 
hottom of tanks, which with ashog and stubble is usod for tho rico 
fiolds, bub cow-dung is tometimes added for sund lands growing 
‘moro valuable crops. 

Tt is hopod that an improvement in the quality of the orops 
‘and the methods of cultivation will follow tho establishment of tho 
Binkura District Agrioultural Association, This Association was 
started in Soptomber 1906, as a branch of the Burdwan Divisional 
Agricultural Assooiation, ‘and tho nutaber of membora has now 
ison to sixtoon, It ns shown oonsidorablo activity ainoo ita 
stablishment. A sood supply branch has beon opened, and a largo 
quantity of selected soods, manures end improved implements 
have been distributed to members and agrioulturists in tho distrio 
Jn somo casos fro9, and in other ensos at ost price. ‘Thé Assooia- 
tion has also published and distributed loaflts in Bongoli dealing 
with improved methods of cultivation, and has suocoeded in 
introducing tho oultivation of long etapled cotton, of special crops 
like groundnut, and of valuable orops like potatoes, and also 
the system of greon monuring, which hithorto was practically 
unknown in the district, Some of tho members havo also 





“undertaken demonstration work as a means of diffusing agri- 


oultural knowledge among the cultivators of their neighbours 
hood, and others have availed themselves of the provisions of 
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tho Land Improvement Loans Act to improve the means of 
frvigetion in their estates. ‘The Association has held an agri-’ 
cultural and industrial exhibition oach your sinoo its establishment, 
in order to stimulate the agriculture and industries of the district, 

+ and has alo constructed of Bénkuri a building containing a 
meoting room, a good storo, and a library, in which agrioultural 
‘books and papers aro kept for tho uso of the publio, 

"Tho broods of oxttle, ponios, sheop and goats in this distriot casrxs, 
aro dosoribod as boing of tho poorest kind, the animals being 
gonerally wook, stuntod and small, ‘There is ample pasturage in 
the wost of tho district, whore thero aro largo aroas under, 
jungle, but not in the onst, and ospeoially in thines Indas and 
Kotalpur, In the latter tract (ho extension of cultivation of 
Into yours has oonverted tho pasture grounds lying on the 
outskirts of tho villagos into paddy fields, and oonsoquontly there 
is considerable difficulty in fooding the oattle, when the crops * 
‘aro on tho elds, 











mo | BANKURA, 


OHAPTER VI. 


NATURAL CALAMITINS. 


Iasnrrx Pax diatrit is Table to fumino owing to its dopendenco on the 
Fiuine, ico orop, and (o tho absonco of a ‘completo systom of irrigation 


uanLE 70 


" thana, the north of the Sontmukhi thiina, the Chhatn& outpost, 






‘works to counteract tho offools of a failure of tho rains, ‘Tio 
normal acreage of the rico crop is no 1éss than 520,000 acres or 88 
per oont, of tho nozmal net cropped area, and wintor rico alono 
ocnpies 607,000 acres or 84 por cont. ‘Though a cortain amount 


* of artificial irrigation is carried on by means of tanks and of 


embankments thrown across the line of drainage, the grontor 
part of the rico orop is dependent entirely upon tho rainfall, and 
this must be not only sufficient, but also woll-distributod. A 
defioiont or badly distributed rainfall is spocially disastrous to rico, 
for the prospeots of tho omtly rice aro soriously projudigod by 
scanty rainfall ab tho boginning of tho monsoon, whilo its 
promaturo tormination is injurious to the wintor xico orop. If 
thero is a fniluro of both thoso oropa, tho poople havo littlo to 
subsist on except maizo and inferior millet orops, until the 
harvesting of rabi crops in tho latter part of Maroh. ‘Tho rabi 
‘cxops again are grown on a comparatively small area, oooupying 
only 10 por cont, of tho normal net cropped area, and in e your 
of short rainfall they are doffoiont Hoth in yield and aroa, owing 
to want of moisture at tho time of sowing, ‘Tho result is that 
if tho rico crop fails completely, distress inevitably ensues. 

‘Tho oxperionco of tho last famine, that of 1897, shows that 
tho tracts most linble to suffor from famino aro the Gangajalghtti 


tho Raipur thins and tho Simlapal ontpost. ‘The ‘Gangajalghati 
thane consists largely of jungle, with villages and cultivation 
sonttored hero and there, ‘Tt comprises two outposts, the Saltora 
outpost, which contains hilly country in parts end a considerable 
area of jungle, and the Mojis outpost, which has but litéle jungle, 
‘ho popalation generally is distinctly poor, the soil is inferior, 
and even in ordinary times the pooplo are not well-off. ‘There 
aro no wealthy zamindirs; end the number of landless labourers, 
belonging chisly to the Bauri onto, is conspicuous. Road 
communications aro on the, whole fnir,but,the, Damodar on the 
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north outa off this portion of the district from the railway. ‘Tho 
northern part of the Sonfmukbi thina is nearly all undor oultiva 
tion, but most of it is very liable to drought, About a contury 
ago the Bishnupur Raj mado a simplo but elfootive system of 
inrigation channels, called tho Subhankex} daurd, to counteract the 
natural tondenoy of this aren to drought, but the channels have 
silted up and beoomé uscloss, ‘ho Ohstnd outpost consists, to a 
considerable oxtont, of jungle. ‘tho population is poor and hes 
not many resour00s, a considerable number of its inhabitants 
Doing Sontils ond Simuntes; tho latter, who. call thomselyes 
Kshotiziyas or Rajputs, aro mostly poor, are averse to work, and 
consoquently suffor sovorely in timo of famino, 

‘Tho Reipur thina is a hilly traot mainly under jungle, butis — * 
intersootod by tho river Késoi, and contains somo largo areas of 
‘open country under culfivation, It is bndly off fur communion. 
tions, and is practically out off from tho outer world. ‘The old 
families of zamindirs, looally known a8 RAjts, hnvo now lost their 
lands and boon reducod to povorty, but thero area good many 
substantial xyots, especially Brihmans, who claim to be Uthal 
Brahmans who migratod from Orissa, Tho Simlapnl outpost 
‘adjoins Raipur on tho cast, and its physical foaturos are, similar, 
exoopt That itis not hilly, . It boasts of (wo substantial 2uinindara 
known as tho Rajis of Simlapél and Bhilaidiha, and the portion 
oust of tho river Bilai has good communioation with the town of 
Binkura, i 

Té must bo romombered, howovor, that sinoo tho famine of 
1897 conditions havo been considerably altered. owing to. tho 
construction of tho railway through the heut of the district, 
‘Thus, tho Obhiitna outpost id now intersooted by tho railway, and 
other areas, which wero formoroly out ‘off from this moans of 
transport, have beoa brought into communication. with it by 
means of fooder roads, : 

‘Pho most terrible famine which has visited Baku’ during vasnve 
‘tho last half oontury was that of 1866, which was duo. to tho.” 186 
failuro of the’ winter drop in 1865. Tho western. and south- 
‘western portion of the distriot bordering on Minbhim suffered 
soverely, but its effects wore not folt to any serious extent 
in its north-eastern portion adjoining Burdwan, On the other 
hand, there was much distress in ond: round Bishmupur, which 
at that time contained a “large pépulation of woavers. Deprived 
by the general distress of a market for the produce of their 
ordinaty labour, and unable to competo in fleld work with those 
‘whose daily ocoupation is agricultural Iaboux, their condition 
was specially miserable, ‘Tho agricultural Jabourers, wha. live by. 
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daily wages, wore but a fow dogrees bottor off; oven their Inbour, 
whon employed, scarcely yielded enough, for their own support 
and left no surplus for wif and children, 

Prices had beon high in 1865, and exports had boon unusually 
heavy, for those who ordinarily kept stooks for their consumption 
through the coming year were tompted by the high rates to sell off 
what they had, Distress was already notiooable in somo parts by 
the beginning of 1866, and in Vobrumy there was a violent 
outbreak of cholora at Bishuupur, which was promoted by, if not, 
direolly duo to, the extromo scarcity of food. ‘Tho poople wore 
paralyzed by panio, and povorty-strickon io such a dogreo, that 
they could not even pay tho cost of buming thoir dond, and 
throw dowa the corpses outaide the town. Prompt measures 
‘wore taken, however, for tho removal of corpses, and the opidemio 
was checked In the meantime, distress continued through the 
cast and the south of the district, and in March the shopkeopars at 
Bankurs combined not to sell rice below the rate of 7} standard 
sears. Reliof works wero accordingly started in tho town, but 
at the end of April they had to be discontinued for want of 
funds, “Some of the labourers wore theroupon sent to work on 
the chord line of the East Indian Railway beyond Raniganj, 
but soot returned, complaining that the standard of work was 50 
high that, in thoir emaciated condition, they found it impossible 
to earn moro than two annas a day, a sum which was not sulfi« 
cient to koop body and soul together at th ruling price of rice. 

At the end of May Mr. WW. T. ‘Tucker, the Judgo, applied to 
Govornmont for a grant in ordor to oamy on relief monsates, for 
it was found impossible to provido, from local resouroes, the 
rolief nooessary to alleviate “tho fea,ful distress prevailing.” A. 
grant of Rs. 5,000 was given, which was expended on the impor- 
tation of rice from Caloutta and its sale at cost {price, ‘These 
ales wore carried on in the town of Bankurs from June to 
Novomber at tho rate of 10 scors for the rapee, exoopt in August, 
when the price was 8 seers per rupee. The nooessity of this 
roliof and the general destitution of the people may be gathered 
from the faot that on the 13th July the Committee wrote that 
“thoro is actually no-rioo in the Bankur& bazar, and people 
azo entirely supported at prosent by the rico which they purchase 
daily from the Commitice.”” 

‘While theso measures wore being carried out at Bankura, 
nothing was done for a long time at Bishnupur, which at this tim: 
was under the Subdivisional Officer of Garhbeté. Subscriptions 
had been collected, but the Subdivisional Officer made no special 
roport to the Collector as to tho neoossity of relief wopk, said 
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that he had no time to look attor tho work of relief, and admitted. 
that, although the money collected was lying idlo in his heuds, 
nothing was done from April to July (when he loft Gaxhbata), 
because there wos no agenoy at Bishnupur oapablo of carsying 
iton, On tho 3rd August tho Committoo loarnt that tho weavers 
of Bishnupur wore in terriblo stato of destitution, and a soparsto 
fund was at once raised for.the purposs of enabling thom to oanry 
on thoir trade, 

‘Mattors woro oqually bad in the Raipur thina to tho south- 
‘wost, which was thon included in tho Manbhiim district, ‘Towards 
tho ond of May it was roported thot hardly o night passed in 
which somo house about Raipur was not attacked by laxge bodies 
of armed mon and grain plundored, ‘Tho property stolon consisted 
of nothing but food, and any valuables found in» houso wore 
loft by the dacoits as useless. Rico could not be got for lovo 
‘ox money; ovon tho botter classes were forood to ent maiud and * 
other junglo produots, while numbors eked out their soanty 
subsistonoo by dovouring the grass of the fidlds. Rolie works 
‘woro startod about tho ond of this month at differont points 
botweon Raipur and Ambikinngar; but on offoer, visiting tho 
Ambilinagar depot at tho end of August, reported that many 
would not como to the oontros of xoliof through four that they 
might bo mado to, work, and that though tho Santals wore 
sufféring eovoroly, not ono was to be seen at tho dopét, as they 
looked upon bogging or rocoiving alms as more disgraceful than 
stouling, According to anothor acoount, they would not oat rice 
cooked hy a Brihman, gna all the cooks at the depéts were 
Brthmans, Wholo villages appoared to be depopulated, and rico 
was aolling at 3} and 4} sors por rupee, 

* Besides the relief works in this thina, there was a relief depit 
at Bankwrt, a second 9 miles from the town, and a third at 
Bishnupur, In Septombor the incoming of the Uiddot harvest 
rought down tho prico of rico to 12 seors por rupoo, and 
relief operations wore suspendod early in November, except in 
Bishnupur, whore thoy were continued till the end of that month. 
Tn many plasos, howover, the relief had come too late, and 
meanwhile the migration, smffering and mortality wero very 

Bron at the end of August, when it was reported that 
distros was inoreasing on all sidos end that numbers wero dying 
on the ronds from exbaustion, being unable to “roach the 
Aopots, tho appliontion of the Committeo for another grant of 
+Rs. 10,000 was refused, though a grant of Rs, 4,000 was 
eventually given in tho Intter half of September. The efforts 
of the Committee, moreoyer, were mainly concentrated on the 
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towa ‘of Bankurt and its neighbourhood; and as Into as 
Soptomber 1866, Sir William Hunter on a visit to Bishnupur 
wrote:— “I found Bishnupur, onoe tho most populous plaoo in 
Bengal, a oity of paupors.” ‘Betwoon 2,000 and 8,000 persons 
wore 16a daily ; but cholora had broken in its most virulont form, 
and tho relict was not sufficiont, “Thirty-five poor wretches 
wore ying daily of hungor, and multitudes of dovortod orphans 
‘wore roaming the strocts and subsisting on worms and snails”* 

In tho famino of 1874 roliof mousures woro promptly ond 


* thoroughly organized, and tho distross was not comparable to that 


which provailed in 1866. ‘This famino was. duo to a failuro of 
the sioo orop in two sooossivo yonrs. Tho outtuzn of this orop 
in 1872 was estimated at only ono-half of the nvorage, and in 
1878 tho rainfall was unsoasonably distributed, boing soanty in 
May and Juno, exoossivo in July and Angus, end quite insufi- 
cient in September and October, with tho result: that the 100 crop, 
including both dus and aman, gavo a littlo loss than half of 
‘tho average outtarn, Roliot shonsures had to bo undertaken in 
March, 1874, and by tho Ist Juno 11,000 persons wore in roooipt 
of chasitablo relief, while 9,050 wore employed on reliot works. 
‘Tho grontoat distress ooourrod in July owing to tho sounty rainfall, 
for cultivation was dolayod, tho usual demand for flold Inbour 
failed to ariso, prices beoamo donror, and privato charity oonsod to 
support tho destitute poor, In theso circumstances, distress sprond 
fast, and at tho end of July over 89,000 persons wore in reobipt 
of charitablo relia and 4,100 were omployod on tho reliat works. 
In the ond, howovor, thore was a good oubtum of the rice rop, 
‘and it was found possible to bring relief oporations to m close 
abthe beginning of, October, ‘Tho, number of porsons rolioved 
was oguivalent to'107,828 porsons gratuitously relieved and to 
21,865:persons relieved by wages for a poriod of one month, 

In 1885 relief monsures wore again novossasy, ‘There had boen 
failuro of orops more or less pronounced in the two preceding 
yours, and in 1885 somo distress, noosssitating tho ostablishment 
‘of aystomatio roliet operations, booamo apparent. ‘he supply 
of food, howovor, was always plontifel in the market, and prices 
“ea haxdly bo said to have reached famine rates, tho highost 
price of rico in Bankurd being 16} soos per rupee, The classes 
who stood in neod of relief wore Inbourers, boggars, and others 
who, in ordinary times, subsist on tho charity of their neighbours; 
‘nd tho difically Iny in tho fact thot tho failure of the local arops 
restrotod the labour market and forced on Government the 
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nooossity of providing employment for those whose ciroumstanoes 
provonted them from migrating in scarch of work. ‘The distress 
‘was by no'means extonsivo, the highest daily average of persons 
roosiving charitable reliof boing only 2,860 (at tho ond of July); 
and it was found possible to oloso tho roliof oontros by tho end of 
Boptomber. 

‘ho last famine from which the district hes éuffored wis that 
of 1897, In tho your 1895-96 tho xainfall was vory doficient 
for tho wintor rioo orop, which in this district is, tho main food 
crop, and. tho rosult was a total outturn of only 9% ames of 
winter rico for tho wholp district. ‘Tho Bishnupur subdivision, 
which contains the best sioo lands in Banks’ suffored most, for 
the acreage fell from 185,000 acres in 1894-95 to 70,000 acros 
in 1896-96, and the outturn from 16 annas to 7 annas, while in 
the tract betwoon the Damodar and 88li river in the Sontmukhi 
and Indis thinas the crop was almost a total failure, ‘The hoad- 
quarters subdivision algo suffered, tho outiurn of the bAddot and 
rabi orops being only 10 and 12} annas rospoctively, though it 
must bo remombered that these orops ocoupy only a small propor- 
tion of the aren under cultivation, . ‘Tho minfall of 1896:07 was 

+ again very unsatisfactory for the winter rico crop, the outtun of 
which for the whole district was estimated at 9 annas or Toss, 
whilo'it was only 4 annas in sovoral aroas, viz., the wostem part 
of tho Gangajalghati thina and its outposts (Béltoré and Mejia); 
the north of tho Sonimukhi thina, the Reipur thina, and the 
Simlapal outpost. ‘The grent rico producing thinas of Indis and 
‘Kotalpur in the Bishnupur subdivision happily had a compara 
tively good crop of 10 annas each ; but the aldingra and Barjora 
‘outposts had only a 6 anna orop and the Ohhatnd outpost only a 
6 anna crop. ‘The Uhadoi orop, however, which consists mainly 
of rice, was fully up to the avorago, the rainfall having only 
failed from about tho 19th September, while the unimportant rabi 
crop-Jind a-7 anna outtur, 

Not only did tho short winter orop of 1806 aucooed a short ono 
in 1895, especially in the north of Sonimukhi and the west of 
Gangajalghati, but high prioes were caused by abnormal export to 
other districts, ‘The roaulé was that, before the end of October 
1896, common rico sold ot Binkur® at 10 or 11 soors a rupee, 
‘as against 16} soars in the previous month, 17} seers in October 
1895, and 18} seers in Ootober 1894. ‘The remote south-west 
comer of the district, comprising the Raipur thina énd part of 
the Simlapal outpost, did, not suffer, howover, from high prioss 
nearly 0 soon-as other affected aroas, owing to there being no 
export on account of bad communications and the distance from 
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marts. In spite of this early rise, the price of rico was 

11} seers at Bankuri and 11 seers at Bishnupur by the end of 
Docombor; and it remained wonderfully firm till tho ond of April 
1897. In tho first half of May, it suddenly roso to 10 soers at 
‘both places, avd even higher in the affected areas of Gangajalghiiti 
‘and Sonimukht, where it was 9 to 8 seers per rupeo. 

‘Unmistakable distress appeared in May, whou gratuitous roliof 
had to be givon and relief works opened in tho Gangajalghati 
thina ‘and in the north of tho Sonimukht thina ; in the south 
of tho lator thina relief operations were not noosssary till the 
end of July. ‘The Obhatnt outpost showed signs of being affocted 
about the same timo. Relief also nd to be given in part of 
‘the. Bankura théna adj i 
‘Paldingra outpost, the Indpur outpost, the Khutra thina and 
tho Barjors outpost, but it was not considered neceseary to declaro 
thos tracts affected. ‘The distressed area comprised 1,053 square 
miles with a population of 413,000 persons, and the persons * 
relieved wore mostly landless labourers, belonging chiefly to the 
Bauri caste, but also to other low castes, such as Bagdis, Haris 
and Khairis, and inclyding, a considerable number of Santis, 
‘Who relief works. were brought to a close at the ond of Septeniber, 
‘ho total number of persons employed on relief works was 
318,677, ropresenting an average of 2,377 per diem, or 0°O por 
cont. of the population affected, while tho total number of persons 
gratuitously relioved was 855,204, representing a daily averago of 
6,528, or 1°58 por cont. of the population affected. 











‘Froops, ‘Other calamities besides famine are of rare ocoyrrence. Small 


inundations frequently ooour owing to the suddenness with which 
the rivers and streams riso in tho rainy season; and the lands 
ordering on the rivers suffer accordingly, so much so that in 
many places they aro permanently allowed to remain waste and 
uncultivated. No flood, however, has occurred within the expo- 
rience of tho present generation on:a scale sufficiently large to 
affect the general prosperity of the district. ‘Tho most serious 
flood in recent years was that which ooourred in Juno 1897 owing 
to the abnormal height to which the Kasai and Damodar rose, 
+ Along. the banks of the Dimodar the dus rice crop was much 
damaged, 4,000 or 6,000 biyhas of rich soil were buried under 
‘sand, and somo villages wore washed away with overything in 
them, - There was no loss of life, but relief had to bo given in 
the north of the Sonfmukbi thin to 1,386 persons, who had 
‘been rendered homeless by the flood. Such floods, however, aro 
ferensily see, and, as a rule, only partial and looal damage 
«Wom 
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RENTS, WAGES AND PRICES. 


No soltlomont of ronts has yot beon onto out in the dintiot name. 
as a whole, but it is reported that the following ratos of rent aro Cash 
general, In tho Bishnupur subdivision tho actual cultivator pays *" 
to his immediate landlord an average rent varying from Ts, 7-8 

to Re. 6 and Rs, 4-8 por aoro of sali or rive land aovording to its 
productive power. In tho headquarters subdivision tho rental 
paid for such land varios groatly, ranging from Re. Gr& to Rs, 4-2 

in tho Ond& thing, and from Rs, 4-8 to Re, 9-12 in thinns hata 

and Gangijalghiti, whilo in tho Bankura thana tho rates aro 

Re, 6, Its, 6-4, Rs, 4-8 and Re, 3-12 por aore, ‘For land growing 

rabi crops tho rates in tho Bishnupur subdivision aro Re,.1%, 

Re, 6-12 and Rs, 6-4 por aoro nooording to quality; and in the 
hondquarters subdivision they aro Rs, 6 and Rs, 5-4in Onda, Re, 0 

and Ks 6 in Khatri, Re, 8-12 ond Re. 8 in Gangajalg) 

Re, 6-4, Re, 48, Re..8-12 and Re, 9 por acre in’ tho Binkurd 
thine, 

A rogular settlement of rents has xo0ontly been onrried out 
for the ghatwali tonures, i.e., tonures formerly granted in romu: 
noration for military sorvico rondered by guarding tho ghals 
‘or on condition of rendering poliog sorvios, A. fullor desoription 
of the ghatwali tenures will be found in Chaptor X; and it will 
bo sufficiont to stato hore that they may bo divided broadly 












"+ into three groups, known as (i) sarkari panchakt, ée., tenures in 


whioh the panohak or quit-rent was realized by Government 
direct from the sardar ghatwals; (ii) be-ponchaks, or tenures. in 
which no xent was realized; and (iif) aamindari panchaki, ox: 
tenures in which the quit-rénts wore amalgamated with, the land 
revenue of the parent estates and realized through the samindare, + 

Reoontly extensive resumptions havo’ been mado of these 
tenures on tho basis of an amicable settlement, tho ghatwals 
being seloasod from rendering servico and recognized as tenants 
with rights of oooupaney, while the Innds heve boon sasossed 
to revenue and setfled with the zamindixs. ‘Tho assessments have 
boen made according to prevailing rates as regards lands int the 
ireot occupation of the ghitwale, but as regards lands held-by 
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them through their tenants, 75 por cent, of the rent realized by 
them from tho latter has boon accepted as the assossment, Out 
of the total assesemont, 0 concession of 25 por cont. bas been 
allowed to the ghaéwals in consideration of the fact that they 
have beon enjoying the yands from goneration to goneration 
on payment of a small quit-ront, ‘Tho romaining 75 po 
cont, of the assossmont is divided oqually botwoon Governmont 
and tho zamindirs, the Govornmont domand being fixed in 





‘Tho Fenert rosult is that the ghatwali tonures have beon 
resumed by amicably sottling the lands with tho ghahoale, 
permanently on fixed ronts, in consideration of roleasing thom 
from police and other duties. ‘The ghafeds pay tho ront fixod 
to the zamindérs, and tho zmindirs in thoir tum pay the 
revenue assessed to the Government treasury. ‘Tho maximum, 
minimum and average rates assessed aro Rs, 7-8, Re, 5-10 and 
Rs, 8-12 por nore, respectively, for difforont classes of adli or tive 
land, and’Re. 12, Re. 7-8 and Re, 3 for sund or uninrigated 
land. 

‘Rents are paid in kind forsomo holdings known as bhag jot, 
the word b/dg meaping a share, In such a holding the tenant 
hhas tho uso of the land for a your or  soason, and pays as rent a 
cortain sharo of the produc of the land. Ordinarily one-half of 
the produoo is so paid, the UAdg jotdar cultivating the land with 
his own cattle ond plough, and also finding sed and manure, 
Occasionally tho superior tenant, who engagos tho bhdg jotdar, . 
finds the manure, in return for which he reoctves the straw in 
‘addition to his half share of tho produce. Another class of Big 
tonants pay as rent two-thirds of tho produce, in which enso tho 
cultivators who let out tho land to them supply the seed ond 
manure, a8 well as, tho cattle, Produce rents are also paid by a 
mall class of peasants, oalled efjés, who only hold their lands on 
atomporary lease, and lead a wandering lifo from village to 
villago, settling down for the time boing whorevor they oan got 
temporary holdings on tho best terms. ‘The latter system is 

ly tho result of sub-infeudntion and idleness on the ono 
hand, and of unsettled habits and poverty on the other, 

Of recent years there has, been a general riso in tho price of 
both skilled and unskilled labour, mainly owing to the introduc 
tion of the railway and tho consequent intcroommunication with 
centres of industry. A. carpenter now obtains a daily wage of 
6 to 8 annes according to his skill, while masons ond blacksmiths 
‘eocivo from 5 to 6 annas per diem, ‘There is, however, but little 
domand for local skilled labour on lorge works, for the contractors, = 
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who are mostly natives of the Central Provindes, seldom employ. 
Jooal men for the purposo, but bring artisons from ‘their own 
country. Unskillod Inbour is paid for at the rato of 3 to 3} 
annasa day. Wages aro genorally paid-in cash in the towns, 
but in the villages labourers aro usually paid in Ixind. . 

Besides the fleld Inhourers working for n daily wage, there are Vilage 
two special classes of Inbourors employed in oultivating the Lands !burexs 
of others, who, a8 a rule, nro paid in kind. ‘Tho first consists 
of form lnbourors called hrishdus or mahindars, who receive n share 
of tho produoo of tho land they cultivate, If they supply sood. 
and cattle for the cultivator, besides giving their manual labour, 
thoir remuneration is half of the produco, but, if the owner of the 
Jand supplios the seed and oattle, thoy reosive only onethird of 
tho produce, It is reportod that, if they are paid in cash, their 
wage ranges from Rs, 30 to Re. 86 per annum, in addition to 
food and clothet. ‘Tho class of Labourors known as jatania munis, 
fie, engaged Inbourers, oxo paid ono or two seers of parched rie9 
and throe seors of paddy daily, und aro given Rs, 2 in cash at tho 
end of the your, bosidos two piooos of cloth. ‘They aro aleo 
remunerated by the grant of a piooo of land, generally not 
exceeding ono bighd in oroa, tho produoo of which is their own 
ontiroly,  This-land is called banfavia, meaning Jond. duo to the 
holder of tho yoko (banta) of tho plough. Somotimes also, when 
threshing is complete, those Inbourers get ong or one-and-a-half 
maps ot paddy, « map boing equivalent to 3 maunds and, 28 
soors ; this porquisito is called kankra, i 

fortain clastos, who are still practically the common servants 
of the villago community, aro also largely paid in kind, Ono 
amar or smith usually works for tho people of four or five 
villages, bis chief business boing the forging of ploughshares, 
hhoos and other agricultural implements, A. plougbeliare generally 
becomes almost uscloas at the end of -eash ploughing season, and 
has to bo re-oast and re-forged at the beginning of the next year, 
This th smith does, and as romunoration receives a customary foo 
of 10 to 15 scors of unhusked rico from every husbandman at 
harvest-time for each plough owned by him, For othor work ho 
is paid at contract rates, generally in money. At serificial 
coromonios the Addr also officintes as sacrificer ; and in many 
cages ‘ho holds a small plot of rent-treo land in return for his 
sorvioos in that capacity. F a 

‘Usually one sitradhar or eaxpentor dovs the work of two or 
more villages, his chief business being to make tho wood-work 
of ploughs, for whioh he receives a certain fixed measure of rico 
from every cultivator. Tho wages of tho. dhoba or washormay 
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paid cither in kind or in money, but every village ns 
not a washorman of its own, and in a poor family the females 
wash the clothes themsolves, Families in better oixcumstances, 
however, generally send their clothes to the washerman’s house, 
whether it is situated in theirown or a neighbouring village. 
For furnishing « temple with carthon vessels, oto., the kumlar 
or potter, in many places, is rewarded by @ small plot of ront- 
free land, but earthon vessels of domestio uso are paid for in, 
money. 5 
‘Tho mali or gardenor, who supplies flowars and garlands to 
the villagers on ceremonial ocoasions, also in somo oases holds 
servico land in remuneration of his labour; and tho flowers and 
garlands which ho supplies are paid for either in kind or in 
money. But most aro unable to subsist sololy by growing 
flowers and making garlands, ond follow agrioultnre as on 
auxiliary moans of livelihood. The ndpit or*barbor, besides 
shaving a certain number of families, oalled his jgimans or 
‘costomers, has to be presont at marriage oromonies and assist 
in the performance of certain sites. His wages usually consist of 
a measure of unhusked rioo paid by each family at harvest-time, 
‘This is the general oustom ; but in somo villages he is paid in 
grain or money overy timo he shaves 9 beard, outs air, acts 
1s a manicure, oto, : 
Among other village servants may be mentioned the dcharya, 
‘ie, tho astrologer, fortune-tellex, end almanno writer, who is 
romunorated cithor in monoy or by gifts of rico, pulses and voge- 
tables; Similarly, the stmanadar or village watchmon gets four 
dundles (bird) ‘of paddy por Light as his remuneration for 
guarding the ficlds at night duxing tho harvesting soasons. ‘Tho 
ayal, again, whose business is to weigh and measure grain, is 
generally paid in kind by the buyor or seller, or by both ; ho is 
frequently found at markets where large quantities of grain 
‘ere sold, but not usually in the smaller villages. 
fepply o@ Regarding the supply of labour, Mr. Foley writes in his 
"Report on Labour in Bengal (1906)—* Besides emigration to the 
‘Asam tea gardens, there is emigration from thinas Roipur, 
Ehatrs, Ondi and Bankura at tho end of November or beginning 
‘of Deosinbor eastwards ‘for orop outting, earth work, ote, the 
emigrants returning at the end of June or beginning of July. 
‘The two most numerous castes are the Bauris, to be found mostly ~ 
in thihas'Gangijalghati, Bankura ond Khatra, ood the Santis 
fo be found mostly in Bankuré, Raipur, Onda and Khatri. Tho 
remarkable thing is that, though the Bauris and Santils are the 
‘ohio coal-outters in the Ranigenj coal ficlds, are numerous in five, 
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‘thinas of the Bankurs district, and are compelled to emigrate 
in soarch of employment every year, yet reoruitment for the 
Réniganj mines is only carried on in one thina, the adjacent 
ono, Gangijalghiti, One would have thought that every effort 
‘would havo been made long ago to induce as many as poesiblo 
of the Santilsand Bauris in Bénkuri to toke to the coal mines, 
Recruitment has spparently, however, been confined to Gangi- 
jolghati, and the Santals and Bauris of the other thinas will not 
take to the coal fields of themselves. ‘The thinas of Bsnkurs, 
‘Onda, Raipur and Khitra are therefore to be recommended for 
coal recruit 
“Te seoms rather doubtful if the emigrant labour would be 
found suitable for handling goods in Oslotta ; but 1 was 
informed that, besides the people that leave the district at the ond 
of November, there are others who leave at the endof February 
or beginning of March and return at the end of June. Since 
{is is just the time when more Istour is needed in Caloutta, it 
Would seem quite worth while to try whether those people would 
make dock labourers. ‘Thero can be little doubt ‘that there is a 
large supply of labour in this distriot still to be had, but at 
present there is no systematio system of rooruitment except for 
the tea gardens, Year after year tho Santéls, Bauris, and other 
low castes migrate from the south and tho west to the eastern 
distiols, their number depending upon the sate of the crops 
and the wages to be earned.” 








‘The marginal statement shows the price Of food grains during parca, 


— tho last fortnight in 
‘March during the 15 
years 1891-1905, It 
‘will be seen that there 
Son. | 8. ox.| 8, on. |S. ox.) has been a steady rise 
in the price of ooreals, 

iBieigoo || 169! | 42 A | eas | Sale| but the. Suctations 
Movioos :| 184 | 1030 | 14 ‘se | 2 le in the puico of wheat 
and gram are not of 
nrich importance, as they are not consumed in any quantity by 
the majority of the people, ‘The riso has been general throughout 
the Burdwan Division, and cannot be ascribed to eny local cause, 
Dut to increased demand throughout the country and improved 
facilities for export. Tho price -of salt alone has fallen owing 
to the reduction in duty recently carried into effect. ‘This 
reduotion, it is said, was hailed with joy by all classes of people, 
but the poorest clases, who take only » small quantity of aalt, 
Vero not boned to any appreciable extent ae 
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Marexux, Writing in 1863, Colonel Gastrell described the material 





«Tho gonoral condition of 
the people, as comparod with tho adjoining districts to the enst, is 
one of poverty. In tho jungle tracts, especially, this is apparent. 
In the towns and villages of the low lands thoy are better off, 
ut hore, even amongst the Inbouring classes, fow show signs of 
much Gomfort, either in porsonal apponrance or tho coonomy of 
their houses. Drunkonnoss and immorality are xifo amongst 
them, whereby their physioal development is much impaired, the 
food and clothing of the women and childron aro stintod to allow 
the fathers to drink; and thus all swifor in common.” ‘Tho . 
improvement which has taken plaoo in loss than helf a oontuxy 
will bo apparent from tho following oxtract from a report written 
by the Collector in 1901 :—* hero has beon, on the -whole, an 
increase in tho prosperity of the people, They evince a growing 
desizo to provide thomselves with hotter food, belter clothing and 
etter appliances generally. Gold and silver omaments are moxe 
‘common than 10 yours ago; brass utonsils have usuxped tho place 
of earthen pots; and shoos, umbrellas and better artioles of dross 
are more extensively used. "Now brick-built houses aro springing 
‘up everywhere, and artioles of food which were formorly Luxuries 
are now in common uso.” 

‘There is no doubt that the xiso in tho price of xioo and other 
crops has put into tho pockets of tho oultivating classes an amount: 
of ready monoy thay nover possessod before, ‘Tho standari of 
living has xison cotisiderably among them, and many. things 
which were formerly aooounted as luxuries tro now troated as 
articles of ordinary and overy day use. ‘The labouring classes 
too have benefited from the growing demand for labour oreated 
by the expansion of tho coal trade, tho increaso in the number of 
faolories, and. tho establishment of new industries, outside the 
district, "Tho only classes who do not share in thia prosperity are 
thoso who have to depend ontirely on small fixed salaries, especially 
thgse who work as clerks in Government and private employ. 
Debarred from manual labour by custom and tradition, with pricos 
ising, and tho purchasing power of the rupee declining, not to 
mention the inoronsing difficulties in the way of obtaining work, 
the struggle for existence in this sootion of the community has 
‘grown harder. 

Tha following is a briot sketch of tho matorial condition of 
the different classes of tho oommunity. 





Landlords,’ ‘Tho landlords of Bankur’ are, on the whole, in reduoed 


ciroumstances, ‘Thero aro only a fow laxgo estates, such as that 
Belonging to tho Mabaraj-Adhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan, who 
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‘owns about half the district, and tho smallor estate of the Raji 
of Panchot in Manbhiim. ‘Tho resident zamindaxs, with fow 
exooptions, hold but polty estates and aro in reduced ciroum+ 
stances, Most of thom ari financially embarrassed, and in many 
conses their proporty las boon sold in satisfaction of their debts. 
‘Thoir income is fixed, but tho oxponso of maintaining their 
position has inorowsod owing to tho high prico of food und of 
thor artiolos of necessity, tho groater oost of educating their 
children and of porforming tho social and roligious coromonios 
incidental to their position, and lost, but not the leas, the 
expenses of litigation, 
‘Tho professional classes also cannot bo said to be prosperous Ps 





with the exception of those in the legal profession; for their sion! 





incomes aro small and fixed, they have appearances to keep up, 
nd they donot reduce their expenditure on social porformances 
or alter their traditional mode of living. Thay disdain manual 
Inbour, and as thoy havo but little onferpriso and loss capital, 
they often find it difficult to make ends moet. 

‘Tho commercial and industrial classes form a small minor 








railway communications, tho number of wholesale dealers has 
ocrensed, as shop-keepore now get their wares diroct fram Calcutts. 
Tho .Intter aro said to bo doing a lucrative trade owing to tho 
growing indulgenoo in Juxuries and other comforts, © ‘Th 
industries of the district aro not of much importanoo, mainly 
consisting of small hand industries, and many of tho latter havo 
oclinod for soveral years past owing to tho competition of 
chonper foreign goods, “Recently, howover, owing to tho impetus 
given by tho acadeit movement, thoso industries have xevived 
to some extent, and tho industrial classes are consequently 
bottor off. 4 

. Many of tho manufactures aro carried on by workmen under 
 systom of advances mado by mahdjans or capitalists, and yot 
by the people on their own account. The mahdjans generally 
advance tho raw materials and a sum of money to tho workmen, 
‘Whon tho artitlos, for tho manufadture of which tho ndvanco was 
given, aro mado and ready for delivery, tho manufacturers aro 
bound to sell thom at wholesale market rates to tho merchants 
from whom they roosived the advance. ‘The mahdjan, on 
receiving the goods, deduots tho valuo of the row materials, and 
tho amount of money advanced, with interest ; and the balance of 
the prico is handed over to the manufacturer, This system often 
leaves a very small masgin of profit to the actual workers, 








ty. Commer 
There are fow traders canying on commercial transactions on a cial sad 
Jargo scale, and it is reported that, owing to the extension of classen 
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Agric. On tho whole, the agrionltnral classes have benefited by the 
tarist high prices of food grains in reomt years, though owing to the 
increased cost of labour, the cultivator who gets his land cultivated | 
by means of hired labour is not so well-off as tho man who 
cultivates himself. On tho wholo, their stato cannot bo sxid tc 
be ono of plonty, but it is well removed from penury, and somo 
sections aro in fairly comfortable oiroamstances. 
tabeurn, ‘The condition of the labouring classes has improved in reoent 
years owing to the extension of tho Bongal-Nagpur Railway 
through tho district, for it lns enabled « larger numbor to migrato 
in tho off soason, whon there is no work in the fields, and to find 
employment in collieriés, in the folds, and in factories olsewhero, 
‘Those, who do not migrato, havo benafited by this overflow, and 
Also, to a certain extont, by tho increase in tho rato of wages. It 
is doubtful if that inorease has been commensurate with tho riso in 
the price of food; but fortunately fleld labourers are mostly paid 
in grain, and are, therefoto, not aifooted by market prices as much 
as would otherwise. bo tho case, ‘Tho riso in tho prioo of grain 
has also boon of advantage to tho olass known as krishdne, or Held. 
Iabourers, who rooeive «fixed proportion of the produce of the 
Tend thoy cultivate, as that proportion remains tho samo, while 
ho valuo is groator. "Still, in spite of all this, it ennnot bo denied 
that tho lot of tho landless labouror is, on tho wholo, a hard ono. 
‘His wages aro small, his family is frequently largo, he is gonorally 
improvident, and ho is often eddioted to drinking. Sponding 
‘what he earns from day to day, he has very little to pawn or soll 
in times of distress ; he gets no credit from the wa/djan; and he 
is the first to sucoumb if the crops fail and he cannot got labour. 
Indebtedness is believed to be fairly general among the oulti- 
vating lasses, but in the absonoo of dotails as to ite nature and 
amount, it is soarcely possible to state that it represents any groat 
dogreo of poverty. Agriculture, like other industries, is supported 
fon credit, and the mahajan is as essential to tho villago a 
the ploughman, Some of the ryots’ debt is owed to the shop- 
keeper who solls grain, or to the mahajan or landlord for 
‘advances to purchase food while tho harvest is ripening, and such 
accounts aro usually closed whon the harvest is reaped; some is 
contracted, more. particularly if the harvest promisos to be a 
Dumper one, for expenditire on marriages in tho family; and 
some debts are business transactions closely connected with 
agrioultare, e,g., for the purchase of seed, plough or cattle, or for 
cultivation or making’ agricultural improvements, 
fates of ‘Tho following aro reported to be ourrent rates of interyst in 
{lees Bankurt, In small losn transactions, in which the borrower pawns 
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articles ,such as omaments or household vessels, of groater value 
than the sum borrowed, the rate of interest varies from twelve 
to cightoon per cent, In large transaotions, when « mortgage 
on moveable property only is given, the interest is from eighteen 
to twonty-four per cont., as tho security is not so easily renlixed 
in exeoution of a deotoo, owing to the facilitios for removing or 
alionating the property pledged... But, where tho lendor is well 
seoured by a mortgage on immoveablo property, such as houses 
or Innd, tho intorest is from nino to twelve per oont. Whon petty 
agricultural advances ero made to tho cultivators, either upon 
the personal security of the borrowor in a current account, or 
‘with a lion upon the crops, the interest varies from cightoon. to, 
-six per cont, In tho caso of grain advances the usual rate 
of interest is one-fourth the quantity borrowed. 
As regards the methods of usury they have not eltered sinoo sotnoae 
Gol. Gasirell described them as follows:—* "ho mauner in which of wary. 
the ryot gots into the matdjan’s books,*from ‘which he seldom 
‘esoapes again, appears to be generally as follows. Fow of tho 
cultivators can. afford to savo up sufficient sood from their orops 
to sow down their fields again, or, if able with omo to do 0, ” 
seldom do. Still fewer have money to purchase seed. with, when 
_ the sowing season comes round. Recourse is therefore had to the 
mahéjan, "Tho mahigjan on lending money usually takes a bond for 
‘ much larger amount then he actually pays down. Sometimes 
the xyot borrows in kind, and this is a favourite mode when 
‘mahdjans ox zsmindivs are lending to very poor men. In, such 
cases tho agreement gonerally entered into by the ryot is to 
ropay in kind at the ensuing harvest, with from 50 to 100 or more 
| per cent. increase on the quantity borrowed. , When once a ryot 
hhas thus ben. reduoed to borrow, he is seldom or never able to 
clear himself of his obligations. As a rule, the poor classes 
apponr to think little of tho future, ‘The prosent, with its cares 
and troubles, its joys and pleasures, euffioos for them ; and so, 
when the timo for payment of his lom comes, and the poor man 
finds himself unable%o pay up principal and interest, ho pays all 
‘he can, and the mahdjan strikes tho balance, Ho then, if. he 
ean, enters on a now loan, including the balance of the former 
_ one, and so he goes on until, body and soul, ho is bound down 
to the inexorable money-lender.” 
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QOOUPATIONS, MANUPACTURES AND-TRADE. 

vores. Aoconoiwa to tho statistics cbtainod at the consus of 1901, 
No¥E, " qltogothor 60°7 por cant, of tho population aro supported by agri- 
-eulturo—n proportion considerably bolow the gonoral nvorago for 
Bongal, Of tho total numbor ‘of agrioulturists, 40 por oont. aro 
‘actual. workers, inolading 5,000 ront reoaivors, 214,000 xont-payors 
‘and 47,000 labourers. Various industries support 16°9 por oont, 
of the population, of whom a little moro than half aro actual 
‘workers, including 16,000 fishermen and fish doalors, 10,000 
cotton woavers, 9,000 xioo pounders and 6,000 basket: makors; 
goldsmiths, fronsmiths, workors in. brass, pottors, carpontor, sille 
spinners, and necklace makors aro also numerous. ‘The numbor 
Aopondent for their livelihood on commeroo and tho professions is 
vory small, only 0-7 per cont, boing supported. by trade and 2:2 
por oont, by tho professions}; of tho lattor 44 por cont, axo actual 
‘workers, inoluding 8,000 pricsts, 4,000 religious mendicants, 1,100 
modioal mon'and 700 teachors. About 87,000 porsons, or noarly 
8 por cont, of tho population, aro ourth workers an goneral 
Inbourors, and 22,000 porsons aro herdsmen, 

‘Pho following is a briof aooownt of tho principal manufactures 
and industrios of tho district. 














sik Silke wonving is still a fairly prosporous industry. It is omxied 
weavings on at Bishnapar, Binkurd, Rajgrim, Birsinghpur, Jaypur and 
Gopintthpur; but the chiet oontro of tho industry is Bishnupur, . 


which has a spocial reputation for the manufacture of prottily 
embroidorod silk soarves, plain and flowered sgrts or dross piooes for 
women, and a maroon coloured cloth callod diupethaya. ‘Though 
the fubrios aro not oqual to the Berhampore silk in. fineness and. 
evenness of textura, they aroin considerable demand in tho diatrit, 
and also outside it, Only a portion of tho raw material usod in, 
the looms is producod locally, the balance being imported, But 
silk-worms aro reared and silk is spun in tho villagos of Dhanda, + 
Panisol, Keshabpur, Ohingint, Tilaghtgrs, Simlapal, Pakhurdaba, 
Pathordabs and Barakhulié. Tho silk of the mulberry cocoons 
spun into thread by the country mothod of reoling is called Kiam, 
‘Tho following is a brief account of the process of manufacture, 
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‘Tho first process that the native, reeled, silk undergoes in the 

hands of the weavers consists of winding filk of different degroes 
of finoness on different /étais or spindles, ‘The seoond process is 
that of bleaching, the silk being boiled for en hour in water 
mixed with the ashes of sa? loaves, after which it is washed and 
riod, and again rolled on a Zétai, A sort of gum, prepared by 
boiling parched paddy in water, is now eppliod, and the warp 
and woot are propared, tho former consisting of two strands and 
the'lattor of four strands of throad, ‘Tho art of dyeing silk with 
tuo black dyo ‘soomia to be known; the dyo being obtained 
from havttalt, flings, and a small proportion of ferrous sulphate, 
A blue dye is mado of indigo, Aaritak, soap, und a few other 
ingrodionts, A xod dyo is obtained from lao, which is finely 
powdered and boiled with tamarind, alum and £/ér, ie., orudo 
sodium carbquate. An orange colour, called jarad, is mado of 
Kamala powder, Khar and alum. 

‘Tho quantity of pure silk manfactured is comparatively small, 
but it is roported that there is a good demand for tho products of . 
tho looms of Bishnupur. ‘Tho articles manufactured aro phuZém 
saris, or cloths for females with pattems of flower on them, 
which are sold at Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 each; diulia or cloths for 
malos, sold at Rs, 10 to 12 each; dans, or dress picoss, sold * 
at Re. 1-8 to Ro, 1-12 per yard; soarves or oomfortors sold’ at 
Re, 1-8 to Re, 1-12 onch; handkerchiefs sold at 12 annas each; 
and silk chooks sold at Re. 1-8 por yard, Tho flowered saris 
of Bishnupur aro in special request, and are exported to other 
districts, 

‘Tho fabrics mostly woven, howover, consist of tussor silk; and Tuner 
the local Aefes or coarse cloths, mado out of thread spun from tlt 
jpierced cocoons (answering to matka cloths), aro woll known. " 
‘hese stuffs aro not only durable but cheap, a pisos of Rete 
sufficient for a comploto suit of clothes costing only Rs. 4 ot 
Rs. 5, Tho following is a brief account of the mothod of 
manufacture, 

‘Tho eggs of the silk-worm aro gathered and put on tho 
leaves of dsam, eal, and sida trees in the jungle. In duo time 
the ‘cocoons are formed, and are gathered ‘by cutting the small 
ranches from which they ere suspended. ‘The cocoons aro sold 
at Rs. 5 toRs.9 akdban, ie.,aset of 1280, and aro purchasod 
wholesale by substantial merchants, who retait them to, tho 
weavers. When they havo passed into the hands of the weayors, 
the cocoons are first boiled in water, mixed with wood ashes, and 
fare next washed and cooled, ‘Five cocoons aro then taken at a 

+-time, andthe silk fom them is wound. bya. woman on.» Jatai, 
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‘Pho silk thus obtained is gummed and otherwise prepared for 
weaving as in the case of domesticated silk. It is gonorally 
coloured violet and rod with aniline dyos, but sometimes is dyed 
yellow by moans of turmerio end Aamalé powder, ‘The various 
kinds of tussor fnbrios mannfaotured in this district and thoir 
prices aro as follows:—asarts, sold at Rs. 8 to Rs 8; dhutis, sold 
at Rs, 2to Rs, 5; thane or long picoos for making drosses, sold 
at 12 annas to Ro. 1 por yard. ‘Tho woavers also produco a 
spévios of mixed cotton and tusior, which is sold at 8 annus to 
10 annas por yard, 

“Pho principal oontros of tho tussor silk industry are Gopiutth- 
pur, Bankuri, Rajgrim, Sondmukht, Bishnupur and Réjhit~ 
Birsinghpur, whoro thore aro nonly 3,000 familios of woavors, 
who woavo tustor in proferenoo to cotton, if they got a supply of 
cocoons; but, for want of cocoons, only about 9 fifth of the 
‘aumbor aro habitually employed in tuaser weaving, - Rajgrim is 
‘a recognized mart for tuisser cocoons ; and not only local, but. also 
Binghbhim ooovons, find their way into the hands of the ma/qjans 
of this villago, ‘Tho woavors aro mon of tho ‘I'inti caste, who 
gonorally propare tho -silk thomsolves from tho cocoons," ‘Tho 
groater portion of tho tussor silk produood is gold looally, but 
brokers oomo annually from other districts, end buy a consider- 
able quantity of thoir fabrios from tho weavors, 

Regarding tho prospoots of tho industry, Mr, N. G. Mukorji 
remarks in his monograph on The Sitk Fubries of Bengal (1903) : 
Tn Bankura tho silk wonving industry still holds its own, thovgh 
cocoon roaring has dwindled down into insigniftanoo, ‘tho silk- 
‘worm opidemios havo boon the principal oauso of tho gront 
contraction of tho indastry within a very fow yours both in 
_ Midnaporo and in Binkurd; nd as both diariota till contain 

largo numbers of poople who depended at ono timo on sericulture, 
‘but who havo now taken to othor pursuits, the rosusoitation of 
tho silk industry in thoso two distriots, if taken in hand within 
‘a fow years, is not such difficult matter to accomplish.” ‘This 
hope appears likely to be fulfilled, 

Ina Report on the State of the Tussor Suk Industry in Bongat 
and the Oentral Provineos, published in .1905, Mr. N. G, Mukerji 
states :—“'The tusser weaving industry of Binkuri eooms to be 
moro famons than of any other placo I pave yot visited, ‘Tho 
saris and dhutis of Sonamukhi and Bishnupur are vory famous; 
coven in Dacca ond Mymensingh they sro prized. At SonBmukht 
there are abdut a thousand familics of tusser-weavers ; at Bishnu- 
pur there are about 600 to 700 families of tusser and silk weavers ; 
st Gopinsthpur end Banktira about 400 fomilios ; at Rajgrim. 
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about 200 families, and at Rajhat-Birsinghpur about 400 families, 
‘These ropresent at least 10,000 individuals working or capable 
of working in tusier. Whon they ounnot get enough cocoons, 
they tako to cotton weaving, but thoy profer tuming out tusser. 
‘The weaving industry of Bishnupur sooms to bo very oxtensive. 
‘Thoro aro more than 600 families of woavors in the town, and 
thoy woavo either silk or tussor, moro silk now than tnssax, Silk 
woaving is improving, while tussor wotving is going down, ‘Tho 
weavers say it oosts them now almost as much’ turning out a 
tiassar ofr ns a silk art, and pooplo profor a silk sé.” 

‘Tho quantity of ooooons xonrod locally is, however, insufficient 
to moot tho domand of tho woavers, and largo numbers aro 
imported from Midnapore and Chott Nagpur. ‘The cocoon rearing 
industry is, in fool, no longer of importance, though somo 
roaring is curriod on within 8 milos of Binkii, tho cocoons being 
brought to tho market at Rajgriim, and also in tho Khatea thir a, 
tho ooooons boing oxported to Ohaibrsi.* 

Tho cotton woaving industry is now of little importance Cotton 
owing to tho imports of cheapor machino-mado cloth. Conxso tt vost 
cotton cloth is still mado by hand looms in most parts of the 
district, but is gradually boing driven out of tho market. ‘ho 
twwadeshs movomont is roportod to havo dono littlo to arrost this 
tondoney in Binkuri, whoro tho inclination of tho pooplo to 
‘uso cotntry-mado clothes is not pronownoed, and tho sale of 
Manchester goods has consoquontly not deoroasod. Blankots are 
woven by amall colonies of Bhoriéls (tho shophord onste) at 
Lokpur nnd Konduds on tho outskirts of Bankura town. It is 
reported that thoso shepherds wore originally immigrants from 
Gaya, but have now out off all connection with their native 
district and made Bankur& their permanent home. 

‘Tho manufacture of lao was formerly carried on extensively, Tac tna 
but is on the decline owing to the compotition of cheap foreign 
Ino. ‘Tho number of faotorios. nooordingly decreased from 85 in 
1901 to 24 in 1905, but rose again to 26 in 1906, when the 
outturn was 4,160 maunds, ‘he chief contre of the industry is 
Sonamukh. 

‘Tho raw lao is a rosinous inorustation, which is produood 
round tho bodies of colonies of tho Ino insoct, after it has fastened 
on tho twigs of oortain trees, such as tho palas (Butee frondosa), 
Iuusum (Schleichora srijuga), sa2 (Shorea rodusta) and dean 
(Terminalia tomentosa). This inseot lives on vegetable sap, which 





© Tis necount of tho slk industry of Binku has been’ compited from Mr. N 
G, Mokerji’s monograph on The Silk Fabrice of Bengal (1908) and Report on the 
State of the Tusser Sith Induatry in Bengal and the Central Provinces (1908). 
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it suoks up by moons of a proboscis from the suooulent tissues 
of theso tzees, When tho larvee escape from the dead bodies 
of tho fomales, thoy orewl about in soarch of fresh sappy twigs 
and at tho timo of swarming tho twigs of tho troos infestod by 
thom will often bo son to assume a reddish colour, owing to the 
countless massos of minuto Inrv@ moving all over thom. ‘Those 
that survive penetrate the twigs and become permanontly fixed 
there, till they emerge as inseels, prooveding in the process of 
on to transform the sep sucked up by their proboscis, and to 
coxnde from their bodies  vosinons inorustation, with which they 
ultimately become inorusted. ‘Tho twigs continuo to bo inarusted. 
until the crop is collected in May to June and Octobar to Novem- 
ber, or just before the swarming seasons, 

‘The inorasted twigs are collected and sold to dealers undex 
the name of “stiok-Ino.” These aro dried, broken up and 
cxushed, and tho lao is pounded ond washed under water. ‘The 
‘washings, when boiled down and conoantrated, become “ lac-dye,”” 
and the washed lao is known as“ seod-lao.” ‘The lao is now 








placed in-long shallow cloth bags, and these are twisted in front 


of fires till the Ino malts and is squeezed through the toxture of 
the bags. Whon sufficiently cooked, it is eproad out on hot 
tubes until it assumes the form of large thin shoots. ‘Theso aro 
next taken up by skilled operators, who stand in front of the 
fires, and stretch the shoots till they become as thin as paper, 
forming the “ shellao”” of commerce, 

‘hero are three collieries in tho northern extromity of the 
district adjoining the Asansol subdivision of the Burdwan district, 
coal being found only in a narrow strip along the Damodar. 
Of these only two are worked regularly, vis. Kaliktpur, which 
was opened in 1876, and JamunakinBli, opened in 1906; the 
third, tho Banskuri oolliery, opened in 1897, worked only for 
six months in 1906, and was then closed. Both the working 
mines have inclines, and machinery is not used for raising 
tho coal, which is brought to the surface by the primitive means 
of baskets carried on the heads of the labourers, The mines 
are small, and tho daily average number of labourers employed 
in 1906 was only 45 bolow ground and 45 above ground, 
‘Tho labourers are local mon, generally belonging to the Bauri, 
Santal ond other low castes, and their average daily carnings are 
thout 4 annas each, or about the some as those of agricultural 
labourers, ‘Tho coal is consumed locally for burning bricks, 
oto, and is reported to be of inferior quality. ‘Tho output is 
declining stondily, owing to tho fact that a lage proportion of 
the coal needed for local consumption is now brought by rail from 
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lorger mines outsidé the district; the result boing that the average 
annual output decreased from 10,000 toris in the five yours ending 
in 1001 to 9,000 tons in the quinquennium ending in 1905. 

Laterite is found nearly all over the distriot, and is quarried to Otter | 
a large extont for road metalling, and to a small extent for ™™™* 
building purposos. Fow rocks prosont greater, advantages from 
its pooulinr charactor, Tt is easy to out and shapo when firet dug, 
and it beoomos hard and tough after exposure to the air, while 
it sooms to bo affected vory little by the weather, Indood, in 
many of tho soulptured stonos of some of the oldest temples in 
tho district, tho chisol marks aro as fresh and sharp as when they 
wore first built, It is perhaps not so strong, nor so capable of 
resisting great pressure and beating groat weights, as some of the 
sandstones or the more compact kinds of gneiss ; but it certainly 
postesses amply sufficient strength for all ordinary purposos. 
‘Tt has boou largely usod in tho old temples, and tho elaborate 
‘specimons of oarving and omament in some of these shew that 
the nodular structure and irregalar surfaoo of tho laterite do 
not prevent its effective uso for such purposes of ordivary 
ornamentation as mouldings, oto, Slabs of tho rook, from 4 
to 5 foot long, are easily proourable, ‘Thoy aro quarried in a 
rudo but effective way ; a groove #6 out with » rudely pointed 
pick round tho slab, another is mado underneath, and then a 
fow wodges driven in split off tho block. ‘The looser and more 
gravelly forms of latorito aro used for rond-metal, for which 
purposo they ro admirably adapted. 

Large quantities of stone aro also available in the hills, 
and quarrying was formerly ourriod on at tho Susunit hill. 
‘Whito lithomarge is obtained under the Intorito at a point 
about 12 miles north-oast of Bankuri, and mica is found in 
some parts of tho Khatra and Raipur thinas, but its quality is 
so poor that it oannot be worked profitably, Kaolin ia found 
in most parts of tho district; it, is used looally for whitewashing 
houses, and is also exported to Ranigonj for tho pottery works 
there. Gold is reported to ooour in small quantities in tho sands’ 
of tho Dhalkishor and Kasai rivers, and is believed to exist im 
nargna Ambikinagar in an estate belonging to the Tagore 
family. Some prospecting work has been carried on, but the 
rosults were not sat - 

Brass and bell-metal utensils aro made, on a fairly large Bros 
scale, at Binkurd, Bishnupur and Patresiyor. Bankurd is suid 
to be famous for its large wator-vessols, a Jota with a spout 
boing a speciality of the town; and handsome rice bowls made 
‘of wood bound with brass, similar to those known as ‘Suri’ 
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bowls,” are also {urned out. ‘The brass utensils manufactured i 
this district are much prized in mativo houscholds elsewhere in 
Bengal, and considerable quantities are exportod to Caloutta and 
‘other parts of the country. 

No account of the manufactures of tho district would be 
complete without a mention of the indigo industry, which was 
formerly of considomble importanoo. Writing in 1863, Oolonol 
Gastrell ‘said that tho principal indigo concsrms were those of 
‘Mr, J, Brukino in the north and of Dr. Obock in the south of the 
istrict, ‘Tho headquarters of the former was at Sonamukhi, and 
thoro woro out-fuotorios at suri, Dosurié, Nérdynnpur, Itampur, 
‘Pisuli, Krishnanager ond Gopilpur. ‘Tho latter, with hend- 
quarters at Bankuri, had factories at Santor, Mtkri, Onda, 
Bishnupur, Amdingra, Champitolt, Jaypur, Kotalpur, IChatnagar, 
Gopilnoger, Patrestyar, Jamuri, Bari and Kinkilis. A reforenoe 
to old maps shows that thero were also factories at Sinturi 
and Digh& noar Binkurd on the east, at Kurpt to the south 
on. the ‘Taldingra road, at Rol, and at several places along 
the: eke of the Dhalkishor. ‘The industry has now completely 

out < 

hero are two tobaoco manufactories in the town of Bishnupur, 
‘from. whioh scented tobacoo is exported to almost every part 
\\of Bongal. Tho process of proparation is kept a trado secrot, 
nd the price varies from Rs. 5 to Rs. 200 por maund. Wood- 
‘oarving is carried on in a small way at Biakura and Bishoupur, 
household requisitos and sporting materials boing manufactured 
at the latter place, A new business in frotwork and porforated 
carving in wood and metal has also been started at Bankura. 
‘Molasses are manuftotured by the cultivators all over tho distriot, 
‘hut the industry is on the deoline. “Penknives, razors and scissors 
of good quality are made at Sasbpur in the Indas thina, and 

conch-shell ornaments at Bankura, Bishnupur and Patrasityar. 
Rico, brass and bell-metal ware, silk stuffs, lides, horns, lime 
and lao aro the obit articles of export, while the imports are 
coal, ral spice, cotton twist, ootton yarn and European piece 
goods. A small part of the trade passos through the Riniganj 
and Poakgur stations on tho East Indian Railway, but most 
of it is conveyed by the Midnapore-Jherrit extension of the 
Bengal-Nagpar Railway, which passes through the district. The 
construction of the latter line bas increased the volume of trndo, 
but has not yet afforded special facilities of export and import 
to all the trade centres. Consequently, wheeled traffic still 
continues to a considerable extent; but the quantity of import 
9 export by carts cannot be ascertsinod, ‘The trade of the 
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istrict is mostly carried on by means of permanont markets 
and algo through the medium of haés and fairs, 

‘Where is no uniformity in tho ayatem of woights and measures Wotghts 
rovognized in the district. ‘There aro no lese tham three s00T8 Svyeure, 
of difforont woights in the town of Binkurt alone, viz, a seer 
of 60, 62 and 80 toli, ‘Tho finb is uscd oxaluively by 
outers in bress utensils, the seoond by retail doalers for 
woighing salt, spioos, fish, vogotablos, ote, whilo tho third is 
used by wholesale doalors for all kinds of commodities, In , 
other parts of the district tho soor of G0 fords is used by grocers 
and other traders, whothor wholesale or retail ; that of 62 folds 
fs common in the Bishnupur subdivision and in the south-west 
of the headquarters subdivision for all kinds of commodities ; 
and a soor of 64 folds is employed in tho Ohhatna outpost for. 
weighing all goods oxoopt rio and oil, In some parts of 
Bishnupur and Ohhatnd, again, a seor of 72 tolae is used by 
traders in silk, xioo and oil, whilo the standard soor of 80 tolas 
is used for all kinds of goods in Kotalpur, Indis, Séltord ‘and 
Gangijalghiti, Wholesale doalors in brass and boll-motal also 
uso woights known as bisd and pal in parte of tho Kotalpur 
thins, a pal boing equivalent to 8} folds, while tho 
contains 20 puls or 170 folds. or moasuros of oxpacity tho 
standard is tho pai, the ospacity of which diffors vary greatly. 
{in difforont places, varying from 74 to 105 folds, ‘or moasares 
of lmgth tho English yard and foot are in common uso, while 
th oubit (lath or Aathi) of 18 inches is gonorally usod for 
monsuring cloth. 

Tho old land measure in Bankurd was as follows :—1 
kani=12 chlataks Bongal standard moasure, ox 1 polo 22 yards 
5 foot; 40 Aant=1 udn 3 hatha, or 7 poles 28 yards 2 fect: 5 
60 udne=1 arii 7h Lighds, or 2 acres 2 ro0ds 18 poles,19 yards 
8 foot ; 4 drits=1 drun==80 bighds, or 10 nores 1 rood 84 ‘poles 
19 yards. 7 foot, ‘The Bengal ‘standard bight, which was 
introduced with the revonuo survey operations, is equal to 1,600 
square yards, and is divided thus —20 yandas=1 chhatak, or 
Sequare yards ; 16 chhataks=1 badha, or 80 square yards; 20 
hathas=1 bighd, ox 1,600 square yards, ‘There is enothor division 
of the standard Jighd, na follows 16 gandae=1 bisednst, or 4 
square yards ; 20 diswansts=1 binod or 80 squaro yards ; 20 binodp 
‘= 1 bighd, or 1,600 square yards. 














us BANKURA, 


OHAPTER IX. 


MEANS OP COMMUNICATION. 


paynore Unrin the yoar 1002 thoro was no railway in tho disixiot, and 
xars ©F tho casiont way of roaching it was to travel by xail to Raniganj 
Ginowes and thence by road, ‘Tho journey was nob only expensive, bub 
° tedious, Fixet, tho Dimodar had to be orossod—no easy mattor 
in the raing, with wator rushing down in flood, or at othor seasons 
of tho yeur in consequence of the numerous aandbanks. Iuving 
arrived on tho other side of the siver, a woory journey in 
famsbadkle onrte drown by fooble ponies awaited tho traveller 
ofore he could reach tho town of Bankurt. ‘The diffioaltics of 
the journey may bo realized from the exporioncs of Sir W. W. 
Hunter when travelling from Suri to Midnapora in 1866, “The 
journey,” writes Mz. Skrine, in tho Life of Sir William Wilson 
Hunter, “was fanght with fatigue and peril, and its incidents 
contrast strangely with tho prosaio features of railway travel now 
‘universal throughout India. ‘The Hunters journeyed by road in 
their own viotoria drawa by a pain, their third horse being sent 
forward at altemnato stagos, August is the month loast suited of 
tho twolvo for a fitting, for itis a timo of suffooating hent varied 
by downpours, of which those who have never visited the tropics 
ean form no concoption, On arriving at tho bank of the sivor 
Damodar the Iuckloss travellers found it waging torrent. ‘The 
only mouns of transit was a oxuzy fexry-boat, into which was 
crammed. the viotoria flanked by the horses on either side. ach 
was firmly held by the head, while its master stood behind to 
manipalaio a ounning apparatus of rope, so dovised that on 
cithor animal showing rigns of fractioumess ho would at once be 
forood overboard, ‘Then a start was mado to oross the Dimodar 
at 8 aac, but it was past ton at night ere the boat, was ablo to 
muko a crook on tho opposite bank, Tho homes were lifted 
through tho soa of mnd left by tho reooding wators hy tho help 
‘of bamboo lovorngo, and the family, now fairly worn out, mado 
thoir way to tho ombenked high road and started for the rest 
house. ‘Tho earriago had not proooeded far are tho driver saw a 
Trond black lino bisooting tho yond immodiately in front, ‘This 
proved to bo a chasm made by the floods. ‘There was nothing for 
it but to unbitch tho horees, lot the ourriage down the bank, and 


‘ACEANS OF COMMUNICATION, 119 


drag it painfully to the summit of tho road on the other sido of 
the gap.” 

‘Tho railway pow rung through the district from onst to west, 
but internal communication is rendered difficult by the many 
unbridged rivors which intersect tho district. Bods of sand in tho 
dry woather, with a narrow fordable stream in the contro, they 
swell into torrents in the rains, and traffic is frequently impeded. 
for threo or four days at a timo. In tho cold and hot weather 
again they form a serious obstacle to traffic owing to tho wide 
atrotches of sand in their dried-up beds; and it is a pitinble sight 
to seo the frantio struggles of the bullocks to drag their carts across 
them. Where there is a naxow unbridged nullah to cross, the 
difficulty is equally groat, for the carter must cither unload, and 
convey the cart and its load over soparately, or Let cart, bullocks 
and. tho load go fall swing into the nullah, and take their chance 
of either being upset at the bottom or of getting sufficiont impetus 
to run up the other side, 

‘Except for the deficiency of bridges, however, th ronds of the 
district aro, on the whole, excellent, and practically overy part is 
well-provided with them exept the south-west corner round 
Raipur. ‘The facilitios for rosd-making are naturally good, th 
Interitio seil_eSfording du ineatmusti and 
-Seaides the main roads, there sre numerous cart roads and 
intorsocting the country in all directions, and rendering the 
transit of light loads by carts and peck-bullocks easy. 

"The only railway ju the daira ia a branch of tho Bengal- rane 
age Railway, known as the Midnapore-Jherria extension or "4™* 
tho Kharagpur-Aeansol branch. Its length within the district is 
about 60 miles, and there aro 7 stations, viz., Piardobs, Bishna- 
par, Ramsigar, Ondagrim, Binkors, Ohhitn’, and Jhintipshari. 
‘The line crosses the Birai river near Bishnupur and the 
Dhalkishor a fow miles east of Bankura, tho bridge orer the 
river last named being a fine piooo of engineering work. There 
is also a proposal to construct a chord line from Howrah to 
Bankura, which would join this railwsy at Bishnupur.. The 
principal object of this connection would be to supply Calcutta 
‘with an altemative route from the United Provinces and 
Northern India to that afforded by tho East Indian Railways 
its immediate effect, so far as this district is concerned, would bo 

to bring it into direot oommunication with Calcutta. 

‘The Publio Works Department maintains altogether 58} miles Roass. 
of roads in the district, of which 55} miles are metalled and 3 
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miles aro unmetelled; while the District Doord maintains 61 
miles of motalled and 541 milos of unmetalled ronds, besides 
a number of villago roads (all unmetalled) with an oggrogato 
Iength of 105 miles, ‘Tho following is a briof account of the 
prinoipal roads of tho district, 

‘Tho only rood in tho district maintained from Provincial 
Midnapore road, of which 58} milos lio 
within the distriot; it is at prosont kopt up by tho Distriot Board. 
for the Publio Works Depatimont, Stexting from the Damodar 
river, it passos southwards through Mojix and Gangijalghati to 
the town of Bankuré. ‘Thonoo it rune to the south-east, parallel 
with tho xailway, through Onda and Bishnupur, entering tho 
Midnaporo district o short distanco to tho south of the Pisrdoba 
railway station, Noar Bishaupar there is a short loop road, 
which branches off at tho Birai river, and passing to the wost of 
the town of Bishnupur, rojoins the main road about a milo from 
the town. Of the 58} miles lying within the distriot, all bit 3 
miles are metalled. Most of the streams over which it passes 
have been bridged; but thore are no bridges over the Gandhoswart 
and Dhalkisor near Binkurd or over the Birai near Bisbnupur, 
‘Tho Damodar is also unbridged, and consequently communication 
with Ranigani is aii sepestollp-doning die oeins, tho river 
tesng often impassable for days togother whon it is in ngit 

lood, 

Tho most important ronda maintained by the Distxiot Board 
radiate rom Bankura and Bishnupur. ‘To the wost of Bankura is 
axoad 17 milos long, known as the Bankuri-Raghunithpur road, 
which loads to Bamunshisan, and establishes communioation with 
Raghunithpur in Manbhiim, ‘Two important roads branch off 
from this road, ono running from Dalpur to Mohesn& (9 miles) on 
tho south-west and thenos to Purulia, while another strikes noxth 
from Obhitna to Susanié and thoneo through Kustholia to Mofia 
Qi miles). On the south of Bankuri there aro two main roads, 
one, the Binkura-Khatra road, running south-west through 
Indpur (6 miles) to Khatra, 21} miles from Bankura; while the 
other, the Bankurt-Raipur road, goos south-east to Taldingra 
(154 miles) and thenco vid Simlapél (Sf miles) to Raipur, which 
is situated 86} milos from Binkuri. ‘lo the north-enst a long 
road, known as the Binkuré-Burdwin road, leads from Dankurd 
through Bolintore (12} miles) to Sonimukhi (25 miles) and 
thenoo through Krishuanagar to Burdwan ; its length within 
the district is 41} milos. ‘This used to form paxt of the diroot 
oate ‘between Bankuri and Caloctin, o total distanoo of 85} 
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From Bishnupur two important District Board roads bratich 
off. The first, known as the Bishnupur-Pénigarh road, runs dus 
north through Sondmukhi to Rangimotit on tho Damodar river 
and thenoo to Panagarh, its longth in the district being 25 miles. 
‘Tho second, known as the Bishnupur-Howrah road, runs through 
Joypur and Mirzipur to Kotalpur and thenco into the Howrah 
Aistrit, 28 milos lying within this district ; from Kotalpur a road 
branches off to Inds and thonoe to Rol, ultimately joining the 
Bunkuwri-Burdwin road a little distance beyond the north-oastern 
boundary. ‘Tho only othor ronds calling for separate notice are 
thoso in the north-west of the district, viz, a road from Gangajal« 
ghiti to Saltorf, 13}'milos long, whi i 
whore it crosses tho Ohhatna-Moj 
sit Saltord fo Marula (14 miles), which is past of the Riniganj- 
Purulit road, 

‘In concluding this acoount of tho vouds of Bankura, mention Mitiary 
may bo made of tho old Military Grand ‘Trunk Road from @"ee 
Caloutta to.tho north-wost. It entors Binkurt from Burdwan, ond, 
and traversing tho southern half of the district, runs in a noxth« 
‘wostorly dirootion south of and nearly parallel to the Dhulkishor, 
and entors tho Manbhiim district near the villago of Raghunathpur, 
passing on its way through Kotalpux, Bishnupur, Onda, Bankura, 
and Ohhitna, A roferenoo to tho map will show that this road is 
now divided into threo sootions, viz part of the Bishnupur- 
Howrah road, part of the Riniganj-Midnapore road and part of 
tho Binkuré-Raghuntthpur rond, Formerly, the sootion from 
Binkurd to Bishnupur was much usod by pilgrims on thoir way to 
tho grout tomplo of Jagannath at Puri, but most of the passengor 
traffio, as woll as part of the oart trafflo, has now been absorbed. by 
tho railway. 

Not far from the road at Ramstigar, a fow miles west of 
Bisbnupur, and at Salghata, a short distance from Onda, some 
lofty towers may still bo soon. ‘These aro interesting relics of 
schdme ontorlained by the Indian Government aly in the 
ninetoonth century (1820-80) for the construction of a serios of 
towers, 100 fest high and at intervals of 8 miles, for somaphoro 
signalling all the way from aloutta to Bombay. In those days 
the word ‘telograph’ was applied to tho method of signalling by 
‘means of a semaphore, and we therefore find these towers marked 
on old maps as telegraph stations. 

‘The conveyances in common use cousist of bullock oarts, pack Convey 
Dullooks and paikis, which oall for no special dosoription. One® 
conveyance is, however, peouliar, vis, tho ordinary tumtum or 
dogeart with bamboo shafts, the peculiarity being that, instead of — - 
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fa horse, there are ono or two men in the shafts, who draw the 
vohiole along by pushing against a rope tied botween them, 

‘The only navigable rivers in the district are the Damodar and 
Kasai, but there is practioally no rivor-borne traffio exoopt timber, 


* which is floated down the Damodar. During tho rains numbers 


of logs are fastened togother by ropes to form rafts known locally 
a8 mart, with throo or four mon to stoor thom. ‘Tho rafts aro 
sometimes 60 to 60 yards long, and gonorally ton or twelve ore 
Inunchod together from the timber-yiolding tracts highor up tho 
river. ‘Tho trade, howovor, is deslining on acoount of the denue 
dation of the forests towards tho souroes of the Damodar. 

‘The District Board maintains 18 ferries, of which the most 


and bouts ‘portant is that across the Damodar at Rangimetit, Most of 
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the forties ply only during tho xains when tho rivers and streams 
fro in flood, tho passongors and goods boing transported in 
ordinary country boats and dug-outs, Floats resting on inverted 
earthon pots, and rafts mado of sola pith, aro used for crossing “tho 
nallor streams, and the lattor aro also usod by fishormon to stand 
.on when throwing their nots, 

‘Thoro aro altogothor 400 milos of postal communication iu tho 
istrict and 67 post offices, i.., ono post office for every 89 squaro 
miles, ‘Tho numbor of postal articles dolivered in 1906-07 was 
1,051,482, including lottors, postoards, packots, nowspapors, and 
paroals; whilo tho valuo of money orders paid was Rs, 9,30,429 
and of thoso issued Rs, 6,46,251. ‘Tho numbor of Savings Bank 
deposits in tho samo your was’ 6,346, the amount deposited being 
Re, 2,68,760, ‘Thoro aro 4 postal-tolograph offices, from which 
6,998 mossnges woro issuod in tho samo year ; theso offioos aro 
situated at Bankurd, Bishuupus, Gangijalghiti and Sonamukbi, 
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LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 


Barone British rulo was established, the whole of the district, 0 
now constituted, with tho exoaption of thinas Raipur and Khates 
and of tho wostom portion of tho Bankuré thina now inaluded 
in the Chhatns outpost, was comprised within the territory of the 
Raja of Bishnupuy, tho dosoondant of long line of independent 
or tributary chiofs. On tho cossion of Bankurd, tho Raji was 
roduood to tho position of an ordinary Innd-holder. In 1788 
a sottloment of his ostato was made with tho thon Raji, Ohaitanya 
Bingh, the land revenue payable being fixed at Rs, 3,86,708; a 
copy of tho kabuliyad signed by Mr. (attoryards Six) ‘Arthur 
Hesisigo,datod Indus th 4th August, 1786 ial preserved in 
tho Collectornto at Binkurt with an ekrarnana signed in tho 
Nigri charactor by tho Raje, At the doomnial sottloment 
Chaitanya Singh engaged to pay 4 lakhs of rapoos annually on 
and revenuo ; but this sum ho was unable to pay, for his estate was 
impoverished by the famine of 1770, by the lawless state of tho 
country, which had for many years past boon overrun by banditti, 
and by costly litigition with « rival olaimant, ‘Tho result was 
that, soon after excouting tho agrooment, the Raja failed to 
moot his engagements ; and in default of poyment of revenue, the 

* Bishnupur pargona was split up into smaller estatos, which wore 
cithor sold or settled under separate engagements with the subor- 
dinate falukdars already in possession. 

In this way 12 separate estates were formed, viz., in 1791, 
Birahanisi now included in tho Gangéjalghiti thins, Karisunds 
in Inds and Kotalpur, Barsiili and Hutbalsi in Indis, Boytal, 
Hutdosré and Kotalpur in Kotalpur, and Parulit in Sonémukht; 
in 1798 Jémtira in Onda and the estate known as the Jungle 
Mahal; and in 1800 Kuohiskol and Panohal in the Bishnupur 
thina. ‘The following portions of estates were also separated and 
settled with ¢aivkdare in 1791, viz., Maliar® in the Gangajalghati 
thine, and Shaharjora ond Kismat Shéharjor in Barjora. 
Among these estates the Junglo Mahal calls for special. mention, 
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Lange portions of the old estate of Bishnupur wero under junglo, 
and the timber, firewood, honoy, wax, oto., which they yielded, 
formed a valuable sourg® of revenue. ‘Tho right of collecting these 
junglo produots was farmed out: by the Rija, ond the revenue he 
obtained thorcby was oalled the Junglo Mahal, ond had nothing 
to do with arable lod, But aftorwards, when it was formod into 
4 soparato estato, the name of Jungle Mahal was given to tho 
whole axon from which junglo produots woro collected, somo 
port of which was cloared and oultivited, while the xost remained 
coverod by jungle. 

Even after theso portions of tho catate had beon dotached 
and sold, tho Raja was unablo to pay tho assessed xovonno. 
Consequently the portion of his estate which still remained was 
oventually pat up to auotion in Avgust 1806 in satisfaction of 
arrears of land xoveouo, At that timo, no individual would bid 
above Rs, 1,50,000, and Governmont aocordingly booame the 
purchaser for that sum. On tho 12th Novembor in the samo 
your it was again put up for sale by Government, and purchased 
for Rs, 216,000 by tho Mahirtja of Burdwan, whose proporty it 
still is, 

‘Though the revenue-paying proparty had thus beon disporod 
of, tho Raj family rolained rome proportios consisting of (1) 
dabvdn ands, which had been granted ront-freo by Raj Obaitanya 
Singh or his predcoossora to rolations, and (2) lands grantod 
ront-fr00 for tho maintonanco of idols. A. considerable aoa had 
boon assigned for tho latter purposo, and oven after the estato of 
Bishonpur had boon gold off in 1806, tose assignments hold good, 
tho Raj family romaining in potsossion as sedaile. Altogether 168 
{idols are, it is roportod, all maintained on the estato, among which 
may be mentioned Madan Mohan, Radha Syim, Ananta Dova and 
Mrinmayi at Bishnupur, Sym Oind at Radhimohanpur, Gokul 
Chand at Gokulnagar, Siva at Hktoswar, Rimkrishnajt at Sabrakon, 
and Brindtban Chandra at Busingha. As rogards tho babuan 
Innds, i lands held rent-froa by relations of the Bishoupur 
Rajis, Sir Charles Blunt, who was appointed Commissioner of 
Bishnupur in Dooomber 1801 and held charge of the office until 
it was abolished in 1806, proposed the resumption by the Raj 
family of ront-froo lands in the pargana in April 1803. ‘This 
proposal was sanctioned, and the daluan lands were resumed on 
behalf of the Raj. Thero aro still a number of revenno-troo 
states tonding in the namo of membors of tho family, besidos a 
few small revenue-paying estates, which were originally revenue 
free properties, but were subeoquently resumed as invalid /akhiraj 
‘holdings and settled with the Raja, 
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‘The above account will show the manner in which pargana Parganas, 











Bishnupur was disposed of; avd it will bo sufficient to 
'. —— ay add that the Obhatna 
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it tt nent in the margin 
shows tho difforont parganas, thoir aroo, and tho thinas or 
outposts within which thoy aro situated. 

‘Pho most important event in the subsequent rovenuo history @aauatt 
of tho distriot has boon tho sottlomont of tho Innds held by. 
ghatats. ‘Tho ghaleals appear to have beon originally a quasi- 
military body of men employed by tho Rajts of Bishnupur to 
ofend tho country against tho inoursions of tho Marithts and 
other invaders, and generally to maintain peso within their 
borders. As rogards the ghace for which thoy wore responsible, it 
may bo explained that, though the word itaolf denotes a pass of 
somo kind, thoir duties woro not confined to the protection of 
ppassos through the hills, Somo ghade, it is truo, wero hill-passos 
in the striot sonso of the term, but others merely embraced a 
section of an ordinary road, and othors again nothing but areas 
of opon country, which might contain one or more villages and 
might not be traversed by any road at all. In xetumn for their 
services the giattals had assignments of land granted to them 
subjeot to the payment of a quit-rent ‘called panchak, and such 
assignments constituted tho ghateals tonures, 

‘hese tenures wore of throo kinds, viz., (I) sarkart panohaks, 
those in which the panolok or quitrent was realied by 
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Government direct, (2) samindari panchakt, or those in which 
the quit-rents were amalgamated with tho land revenue of a 
parent estato and realized through the zamindixs, and (8) 
tecpanchakt, or thoso in which no quit-rent of any kind was 
realized, Tho tonures of tho third class call for no explanation, 
but an account of tho origin of tho first two classes may bo 
given, ‘Tho samindéri panchakt lands oonsistod of lands forming 
portions of tho old Bishnnpur ostato sold for arrears of revenuo 
botwoon 1791 and 1802, for which the panchak or quit-rent 
was paid to Government through tho zamindix, Tho sarkarz 
ponchakt Yands oonsistod of ghalwali tonures belonging to 43 ghals 
“and comprisod tho, gronter portion of tho thinas of Bankura, 
Ond& and Bishnupur. At tho close of tho 18th century, the Raja 
of Bishnupur found that he had no control over the gialvals, 
‘who refused to pay tho panciak duo from them. Ho, therofore, 
agreed to mako over theso gids to Government, cn condition 
that he was given an abatement of revenue equal to the amount 
of panchak payable to him by the gldtwale. ‘This axrangomor 
was mado by Sir Charles Blunt, Commissioner of Bishnupur, in 
1802; and it was agrood that if Goveromont should ever dispenso 
‘with tho sorvioos of tho ghafiodls, tho lands should bo ro-anuexed to 
the zamindari (i,, of Bishnupur or tho zamindari to which they 
then apportained or in tho ambit of which thoy wero included 
whon that zamindtri was settled), By tho solo of the Bishnupur 
states in 1806 tho Mahtvaja of Burdwan succeeded to tho 
rights of the Rajé of Bishnupur, but the lands havo contioued 
to be kuown as sarkart panchali, as tho panchak or quitront hes 
‘boon realized by Government sinco 1802, 

‘The original aro of tho lands held hy ghatwals betwoon 1791 
and 1802 is not known, and tho frst information wo havo is 
regarding the tarkars panchaki Innds soparated in 1802, which, 
aooording to Six Charles Blunt, had an axon of 85,282 dighas 
and half mausa, This area, howover, was not asoartainod by 
measurement, but was based on the assertions of the ghalwale 
themselves. ‘From 1805 yearly lists of tho ghéieali lands oalled 
ismenavieé ox matlieari were compiled from the statements of tho 
ghatwale, but no xoliance can be plaoof on. thoso lists; and it is 
not fill the revenue survey of 1854.56 that we havo any clear 
record of the area in tho possossion of ghated’s. According to 
this survey, the aroa of the sarkari panchakt lands hold by 
ghalwa’e was 186,586 dighas, of the samindari panchakt Iands 
180,858 bighds, and of the be panchakt ands 2,971 hights, making 
fa total of 269,865 bighas of ghatwali lands belonging to tho old 
Bishnupur estate, Subsequently a survey (made betwoen 1879 
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and 1887) was undertaken to determino precisely the area ‘of 
the ghatwali land ; and it is reported that they comprise altogether 
520,000 diphas (ie., about 170,000 nares), sarkar? panchaki and 
de-panchakt lands accounting for 170,000 Lighas and zamindari 
panchit lends for 850,000 bighas. Tho number of earkart 
‘panchakt ghats is 48, of be-panchals ghals 9, and ot zamindart 
panchakt ghats 218, making a total of 270; and the pmokak 
realized was Rs. 10,800, viz., Rs. 5,000 for the sarkar® panchakt 
lends and Re, 6,800 for the samindaré panchakt lands. 

Nominally, the ghalwals constituted a body of raral police, 
who bore the generio namo of ghatedl, but were divided, 
acoording to their special funotions or to the tenures they held, 
into sevoral classes, such as sardar ghalwal, eadial, digar and 
taiedar. ‘Tho responsibility of keoping the roads open and of 
protecting travellers from robbery rested with the ghddwals 
generally; but tho man‘ at their head was called sardér, the 
man next in rank and immediately subordinate to him was 
the sadial, while the ¢aledars were immediately subordinate to 
the latter. 

Tho duty of the sardér was to oollect pavehak or quit-rent 
from the sadials and tabedar ghatwals, to poy tho same to Govern 
‘ment or to the zamindair, as the case might be, to depute ghatwals 
for keeping watch and ward in the villages or on roads, to assist 
police officers in investigations, and to perform other police 
duties, when neveseary, ‘The sadidls had to collect panchak from 
the fabedars, to pay the same to the sardar, and to supervise the 
‘work of the ghdedls, In some instances, also, they wero deputed 
for watch and ward duties in the villages and along the roads, 
‘Phe duty of the éabedar ghatwal was-to keep watch over a ghat, 
genorally a village or a group of two or more villages, as 
‘woll as certain portions of oad, He was also required to. give 
information of any offence cognizable by the police committed 
within his ghat and to report births and deaths, for whioh purpose 
he had to attend the police station periodically. 

Tn parganas Mabiswars, Supur, Ambikinagar, Raipur, 
Phulkusmé, Syémsundarpur, Simlapil and Bhalaidiha,. those 
who performed the duties of sardars were called digars, and the. 
digars of tho last seven parganas exorcised the powers of head 
constables, when those parganas were in Manbhiim. Tn parganas 
‘Mahiswart and Ohhatnd again there was a olass called jagirdars, 
who in the former pargana performed the dutios of sardars, and 
in the latter the duties of yhadwals, 

‘The duties of the ghatwals, as a body, differed from those of 
the village chaukidays, in that they were exercised not within the 
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village os such, but within an area roughly determined by immo- 
morial custom and known asa ghat. The bulk of the foro may be 
Aesoribed as raral patrols working on stated beats, which did not 
necessarily coincide with any line of district or village road. A. 
few did useful work in proventing or roporting crime, and moro 
rarely, in assisting in its deteotion, but as a rulo they noglooted 
their duties. ‘The system was, in fact, an anachronism, the 
circumstances which led to the creation of the eervico having long 
since consed to exist, ‘The ghalwals wore practically useless for 
‘police purposes, and with no definite duties to perform, they became 
in time perpetrators or abottors of crime. As late os 1873 the 
‘Magistrato of Bankura roportod that “thoy have or havo had 
the reputation of concocting robberies, dacoities and tho like.” 
‘This was no new feature, for we find Sir Charles Blunt reporting 
in: 1902 that ‘instead of protecting the pargona from the dopre- 
dations of others, they havo readily seized every opportunity 
of joining the invaders, and many of them are by profession 
dacoits.” 

” ‘Eventually, in 1876 a Bill was introduced in the Bengal 
Council with a statement of objects and reasons to the effect 
that— The ghahodls are doing as little police work as they like, 
and that little as ineficiontly os they choose, and are disputing 
tho authority of the Mogistzate to make thom do anything, whi 
the Magistrate himsolf has doubt as to what his lawful axthority 
is, The expodioncy of legislation is therefore manifest.” The 
Bi, which was passed in April 1877, recognized tho horeditary 
title of ghatwals whose familics had been in possession since the 
Permanent Settlement. ‘The heir of an hereditary ghatwa! could 
‘only be passed over on cortsin definite grounds of unfitness ond 
with. the sanction of the Looal Government. The duties of 
ghatwals wore laid down, and penalties for their neglect were 
prescribed. Alienation of ghaliali lands was forbidden ; lenses 
‘were not to be binding on a ghatwali successor ; and no civil court 
vwas to entertain a suit by a dismissed ghatseal for the possossion 
of service lands. The Viceroy and Governor-General, however, 
‘withheld his assent from the Bill, on the ground that the looal 
legislature could not oust the jurisdiction of the civil court, and 
Also because of various inconsistencies and defects in tho wording 
of the Bill, 

Tt was then determined to have a survey of all the ghatcali 
Innds and a record of the xights of the ghafteals in order to soparato 
the lands held on a variety of other titles or no title at all; to 
ascertain what lands were really ghafwali, by whom they were held 
and on what terms of service, ete., so that disputes might be gt 
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‘an end and proper service demanded in return for tho holdings, 
‘The work was commenced in 1879, but at the end of 1884 
it was found that the survey had oost an onormous sum of 
money, and produced nothing but a long list of civil suits, in 
which Government was bound to fail. Mr, Risley, os, (now 
Sir H. H. Risley, x.ox,) was thon doputed to compromiso 
tho suits and bring the survey to a close as quickly as possible, 
both of which objeots he effected, Tho total number of tenures 
demaroated as gidlwali was 6,011, with an aren of 165,608 
acres or 2,430 square miles, and the cost of the proceedings 
amounted to Rs, 63,380. ‘Tho survey was comploted in 1880-87 ; 
and on its basis an amicable settlement of the ghdtwali lands 
‘wos undertaken in November 1804, These proceedings are 
sammcching completion. 

Tn all onses in which settlement has beon effected, the 
ghalwals concerned have boon reloasod from polioo duties. ‘Tho 
panohok has been abolished, and they pay tho rent assossod for. 
their land. Tho assessments have been made according to 
provailing ratos as rogards lands in the diveot occupation. of the 
ghtwadls, but as rogards lands hold by them through their tenants, 
76 por cont, of the rent realized by them from the latter has been 
aooopted as tho assessmont, A concussion of 25 por ant. of tho 
total assossment has been allowed to tho ghdlweale in considera 
tion of tho fact that thoy have been enjoying the lands from 
gonoration to genoration on payment of a small quitzont, ‘Tho 
remaining 75 por cont, of the assossment is boing divided equally 
between Government and the zamindérs, the Government demand 
being fae in pl otuity, 
sottlomont has been made possible by the 
sanaiue soers cf te tence, Up prosent there have 
‘hon three parties supposed to be beneficiaries in the land, tho 
Btato, the zamidér and the giateal, The Stato has consentod to 
tho settlement, as hithorto there has been but little return for the 
hoavy expenditure inowered on surveys and litigation in oonneotion 
with’ these tenures, and because the peoutiar distribution of the 
soryico land rendered it impossible to arrange for adoquato servioo, 
1, one part of the district had more ghdtwa’s than could be 
employed on any useful purpose, while another part had not 
enough for tho necessary watch and ward on the roids, The 
samindérs again reosived nothing but tho quit-rent from the 
ghatwat, whereas in the caso of the zamindari panohakt Innds the 
lands are now being mado integral portions of the estates in 
which they aro situated, tho rontal assessed being paid to .the 
Jendlords, who again pay Government the revenno agreed: upon 

‘ 5 








erares, 


‘Texones, 


180 BANKURA, 


forthe ghala minus the panchak formerly xeosived by them and 
included in the revenno demand. As regards the gialuals, as the 
sardare grow richer, they tended more and moro to pose 28 land~ 
holders, und the obligation of personal sarvico, frequently involving: 
the payment of blackmail to escape bullying by the rogular 
police, became extremely distostoful to thom. ‘The f@dedars, on 
tho other hand, ‘wore constantly in trouble betwoon tho noods of 
their cultivation and the roquiromonts of tho thina in the mattor 
of patrol, Bosides this, the abolition of the aystom has been 
noquicseed in by tho gialtea7s as relioving thom from the xisk of 
forfeiting thelr tonuzes by diamissal for disobeying orders. Such 
ages had oooaxred, and when an onisidor was appointed to 
snoceed to a vnenney created by dismissal, tho family lost its amd 
for good. 

According to a xetum for the your 1887-88 the number of 
estates borne on the revenue roll was 910, with a current revenue 
@emand of Re, 4,58,000. ‘The total number of estates in 1907 
was 1,143, and the land rovenue demand was Rs 4,83,000, 
representing an incroaso of 26 per cent, in tho nambor of estates 
and of 6 per cent in the demand during 20 years, Of these 
estates, 1,071 with a demand of Rs, 4,81,000 axe pormancntly 
settled, including a certain number added reoontly by tho 
resumption ond settlement of yhdlweali lands. ‘The romaining 
estates aro mainly estates which wore formerly held revenue-free 
(lathiraj), but wore afterwards resumed by Government ond 
assessed, Most of theso wore at first sottled temporarily, but 
this exvor was -reciifiod in January 1866, whon the Board of 
Revenno directed that all settloments of resumod Zakhiraj mahals 
should be rovised, and settlements effected with the proprietors 
in perpetuity. Besides the 1,071 permanently sottled estates, 
there are 72 estates of which Government is the propristor, 63 
with a demand of Rs, 800 boing temporarily settled estates, 
while 19 with a demand of Rs, 1,000 aro under direct manage- 
mont, The former are mostly petty estates formed out of the 
surplus rond-side land along tho Ranfganj-Midnapore road, ‘The 
latter include certain town Aids maids and are also unimportant. 
properties, which have been bought in by Government at sales 
for arroars of revenue, 

‘The tenures of Binkur& consist of properties held under the 
gamindArs and comprise (a) paint taluks, with their subordinate 
tenures called darpatat and sepatni, (0) mukarrart taluks, (0) 
istimrart taluks, and (@) ijaraa inolading darjjaras aud zar-i-peshgt 
fiaras. Tho following is a brief description of exch of these 
tenures, : : 
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Te has been already mentioned that the Raja of Bishnupur’s Paint 
‘stato became broken up towards the end of the 18th centary, 
and that in 1806 a considerable portion of it was purchased by the 
Maharaja of Burdwan, who gradually became the proprietor of 
four of the most important estates in the district, viz, Bishnupar, 
Barahaziri, Karisands, and the Jungle Mahtl. On those 
estates coming into his possession, he created undertenures, 
Known as paint /afuks, similar to those in existence on his largo 
estates in Burdwin and othor districts. A patni tenuro is, in 
ffoct, a lonso which binds its holder by terms and conditions 
similar to those by which o superior landlord is bound to tho 
Sinte, By Regulation XLV of 1793 the proprietors of estates 
wore allowed to grant leases for a period not excesding 10 years, 
but this provision was rescinded by section 2 of Regulation V 
of 1812; while by Regulation XVIII of the same year proprietors 
‘wore declared competent to grant leases for any period even in 
perpetuity. Finally, Regulation VIII of 1819, known as tho 
‘Patnt Sale Law, declared tho validity of these permanent tenures, 
dofined tho relative rights of the zamindirs and their subordinate 
pont télukdars, and established a summary process for the sale 
of such tenures in satisfaotion of the zamindar’s demand of rent, 
Tt also legalized undor-otting on similar terms by'the palnidara 
and others. 

Since the pasing of the Patni Sale Law, this form 
of tenure has been very popular with zamindars who wish to 
divest themselves of tho divest management of their property, 
or part of it, or who wish to raise money in the shape of a bonus. 
‘It may be described asa tenure created by the samindér to be held 
Dy the lessee and his heirs or transferees for ever at a rent fixed 
in perpetuity, subject to the liability of amnalment on sale of 
the parent estate for arrears of Government revenue, unless 
protected ageinet the rights exercisable by auction purchasers 
by common or special registry, as preseribed by sections 87 and 
89 of Act XI of 1859. Tho tenant is called upon to furnish 
collateral security for the rent and for his conduct generally, or 
hho is exoused from this obligation at tho zamindir's disoretion. 

‘Under-tenures created by patnidars are called darpatnt, and 
those created by darpatuidars azo called spaini tenures. These 
‘under-tomures are, like the parent tenures, permanent, transferable 
and heritable; and have generally the sume rights, privileges, 
and responsibilities attached to them. ‘They are usually granted 
‘on payment of e bonus. Section 13 of Regulation "VIit of 1819 
provides rules for slaying the sale of a gaint, if it takes place 
owing to the intentional withholding of payment of rent by the 
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gpatnidar with the object of ruining his subordinate tenure- 
holders. In such oases, the under-tenants are allowed the means 
of saving the paini tenure and their own under-tenares, by paying 
into the Collector's office the advertized balance due to tho 
gamindir. The paint tenure so preserved forms the necossary 
seourity to the depositors, who have a lien on it in tho eamo 
manner as if the loan had been made upon mortgage, ‘The 
depositors may thon apply to the Collector for obtaining 
immediate possession of the defaulter’s tenure; and the defaulter 
‘will not recover his tuure, “except upon repayment of the 
entire sam advanced, with interest at the rate of 12 per cont. por 
annum up to tho date of possession having been given, or upon 
exhibiting proof, in a regular suit to be instituted for the purpose, 
‘that the fall amount so advanced, with interest, has been roalized 
from the usufruct of the tenure.” 5 

‘Shiki tenures aro a class of tenures of a peculiar nature, 
created by Government st the settlement of resumed iakhiraj 
villages. During the investigations which were made into the 
validity of thé ront-froo tenures of the district, soveral villages 
‘wore discovered to be held under invalid /atiiraj grants, They 
wore resumed; and in the oourso of the measurement and 
acsossmont of the tenants’ holdings preliminary to the settlement 
of the villages by Goveramont, several small /aihiraj holdings wore 
found. “Theso wore separately measured and. assossed, and their 
‘proprietors were called upon to enter into a settlement on the same 
principle as was observed in the settlement of the entire villago— 
half the assets being allowed to them as profits, oto., and half 
taken as the revenue du to Government. But for convenience 
sake, the propristor of the entire mata? was at the time of the 
aotilement entrusted with the collection of the revenues due 
from his alikmidars and was allowed 10 per oant. on tho collections 
‘as his remuneration, ‘Thus came into existence the ahikmt mahals, 
the revenue of which is paid to Government through the 
proprietors of the village in which they are situated. ‘The status 
of a shikmidar is that of a tonure-holder with hereditary and 
transferable rights ; the Government revenue paid by thom is fixed 
in perpetuity, and is not subject to enhancement. Shims tenures 
may be found in almost every part of the district. 

‘The old mukarrart tenvres formerly existing in Binkuwi were 
noerly all abolished at the decennial cettlement, and the mukarrart 
taluks subsequently created aro not numerous. ‘Those that oxist 
have definite rights expressed in the written engagements by which 
‘they are created. It is generally specified that they shall be 
hereditary, and their rents arp not subject to enhancement, 
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‘Honce the name ‘mutarrart, which is derived from the Persian 
Jarar, meaning fixed. At tho orvation of a mukarrari tenure, 
the lessee pays a bonus or salém?. : 

Darmukarraris axe subordinate to mukarvarts, and. aro created 
by the mukarrarilar, Those tenures aro also of a fixed naturo, 
and the rights of the lessoo aro the samo as thoso of the superior 
holder or mukarraridar who created tho tonuro, Darmukarrart 
tenures, however, aro very few in number in Bankura, 

Astimrar’ taluks alsoaro not numerous. All those found in Zstinrars 
Bankuré are said to have been oreated by proprietors of estates 
snbsoquent to the decennial sottlement. ‘Tho rights and privilegos 
of istimraridare aro similar to those of mukarraridars, and a bonus 
is also pnid by the tonant af tho timo of the oxcoution’ of 
tho lenso, Daristimrars taluka, ox istinraris of tho seoond dogreo, 
aro rare, 

‘The status of {arddars, or farmers, and of their subordinate zara, 
darijaradars, differs widely from that of tho other intormedinto 
tonure-holders desoribed above. Zitradars hold farming lonsos, by 
which « dofinite amount of annual rent is fixed for a spooified 
torm, usually varying from,five to thirty yoars, Such leases aro 
granted not only by the zamindirs or superior Iandlorda, but also 
by subordinate ‘élukdars or tenuro-holders in an estate, Tho 
esior cannot enhanoo the rent of an yidrd lease during its torm; 
and on its expiry, the (jaradar is not ontitled to renewal. If 
tho lattor is not speciffoally, by tho conditions of his lense, 
Aobarred trom oreating an undor-tenure, ho oceusionally crowtes a 
darijara tonuro, the torm of which cannot, of cours», be longer 
than that of his own leaso, 

Another kind of Yard is known as a sarispeshgl Gard, i.e, 

1 longo granted in consideration of on advanoe of monoy. Tt may 
bo granted for an unspeoified torm of yoars, and mado terminable 
on cortain conditions, 0.9, when an estate is mortgaged as scourity 
fora loan, The term oxpiros whon tho mortgagee has recovered 
the amount of debt and intorest from the proceeds of the property, 
Such leases are much in voguo in this pact of the country, whero 
even the cultivators ofton give a sar-i-pesigt ijaré of their lands to 
tho village mahajans, 

‘The third class of tenures consists of lands held by’ actual Taxasn’s 
cultivators, which comprise (a) jama or jot, (8) middi jana, (c) KOuMa8. 
mukarrart and maurasi jama, (d) Korfa and darkorfa, and (0) bhag 
jot 











" Cultivators’ holdings, ealled amd or jot, aro generally, but Janae: 
not always, held without any written engagement, ho landa/** 
romuiin in tho possession of one family from generation to 
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generation, ond in most’ cates without any document of title. 

AL theso tenures aro now governed by tho Bengal Tenancy Act, 

‘VEIL of 1885 0s amondod by Act I ot 1907, In practice, a 

Jama is divided into es many parts as suit the convenience of 

‘tho ryols ‘who hold it, and tho total rent contzibutod by thé 

differant holdors thereof is paid by one of thom to tho gumdahta 

or rent-oollector. 

‘The torm miadi jond is applied to tho holding of a cultivator 
with only a temporary intorest in his Iand, which he holds for a 
fixed form of yenrs undar a paéla or lease, 
hig jo, Holdings for which tho tonnnt pays a sharo (Wid) of tho 

produce as ront are known as Udy jot, An account of this 
system of ront payment has already boon given in Chapter 
Vil. 

if pal ‘When waste lands are leased out for the purposo of boing 

Yer'Jam™ soared of jungle and brought under cultivation, the tenure is 
Known by the name of jaigaliurt, Such Inds ore genorally 
fssessod at progrossive rates of rent, payable aftor a cortain 
number of years, during which no rent is paid. ‘There used 
to bo large tracts of wasto Innd on which sal timber grow 
in abundanco; but most of theso jungle tracts have now boon 
reclaimed and brought under tho plough. Soveral zmindirs 
and falukdérs havo leased out a fow of thoiv jungle lands at a 
smal) annual ront, and others retain thom in their immediato 
possession. 

eyziaai, A tonuro of a similar kind is that known as nayabadi, ‘This 

tenure is erentod by a saned granted by tho saminda or (alukdér 

toa porson intending to olear snd settle on wasto land. ‘Tho 
tenant is empowored hy the grant to bring Innd under cultivation 

within certain fixed boandarios and is romuneratod either hy a 

gift of a special portion of tho Jand rent-froo or by deducting a 

regular proportion from the xont of the entire tenure. 

Jouitas, Another tonuro called jufedsan is designed to encourage the 
permanent improvement of land, i., a tonant obtaios a grant 
of a fixed quantity of land cither rent-free or at a emall quit- 
rent on condition that ho constructs tanks and reservoirs from 
which that and other lends can be irrigated, 

Desiat- —Anothér peouliar tonure called dekhaldari is found only in 

ri. pargana Simlapal in thina Raipur. Tho holder of tho tenure 
has a right of oooupanoy, but the rent of the tenure is regarded as 
liable to enhanooment. 

usar. “Som qultivators bold lond under leasds called mutarrart 

rartand. gpd maurasi, the chief stipulations of which are thot the rent 
is* subject neither to enhanooment nor abatement, and that the 











LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 1365 


tenure dotconds from father to son, ‘Thoso leases are genertlly 
granted on the payment of a bonus or salami by the tenant, 

A sub-ryoti tonurs subordinate to that held by: an ordinary Korfa and 
cultivator is oalled Aorfa. Korfé tonures are generally created “Fo 
verbally, and in some cases there are aleo “darkorfadars, or ryots - 
holding undor korfadars. 

‘Tho fourth class of tonures consists of lands held either ontively S=rt0x 
xent-froo (Je-parchak), or liable to a nominal quitrent (panchak); 
Such tenures wore formerly very numerous in the district. How 
numerous and varied they were may be gethered from a letter 
written in 1845 by the Rajs of Bishnupur to the Judgo of 
Bankws, in which he gave the following list and description of 
the varions panchaki mahdls which existed in the territory. of 
his ancestor :—(1) Sendpati mahal—pavchak paid for service lands 
held by the commanding officers of the army. (2) Mahdl-bera 
inah!—panehak paid for service lands held by the guards of tho 
Bishnupur fort. (3) Chharidéri makal—panchak paid for servieo 
lands held by the Raja’s mace-bearers. (4) Bablehi mahal— 
panchak paid for sorvice lands held by takhelis or mili 
paymasters. (5) Késhtha-bhandar mahal—panchak paid for servioo 
lands held by the suppliers of fuel for the Raja’s palace. (6) Sia~ 
girdi-pesha. mahél—pauchak paid for service lends held by private 
sorvants of tho Raja, such as kidwis, khidmatgars, admhdids, 
goraits, ote, (7) Kret mahal—panchak paid for service lands held 
hy the court officials of the Raja, such as the divoan, eto. (8) Top- 
Khana mahal—panchak paid for service lands held by the gunners, 
(9) Dom mahal—panchak paid for service lands held by drummers 
and musicians. (10) Kaharan mahal—panchak paid for service 
Inds held by polanguin bearers. (11) Kidtali mahal—panchak 
paid for-seryice lands held by coolies and Isbourers for working 
in the fort. (12) Hatila mahal—panchak paid for the sites of 
markets st Bishnupur, (13) Be-alabi mahdl—panchak paid for 
lands granted by the Raja for charitable and religious purposes, 

+ ‘The majority of these tenures have been abolished by the 
Maharaja of Burdwan ; but paschaki Jakhirdj tenures are still to 
be found in pargana Bishnupur, where certain sefvice and rent- 
fro0 panchaki lands granted by the Raje of Bishnupur for religious 
puxpotes. have not been interfored with, though some. service 
lands have lapsed to the propristor of the estate on the decease of 
the servants who formerly enjoyed them. Of other service 
tenures which have survived, by far the most important are the 
ghdtwali tenures described above. The chaukiddri chakran lands, 
ie, the lands held by village chaukidars in lieu of wages have also 
heen resumed and trinsferred to the samindirs under Act VI 
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(B.C.) of 1870, the chauktdars being paid from the chaukiddré 
tax. A fow other interesting servioe tenures ero still left, such 
as simdnddari, itmamdari (or mandati), khorposh and hikimal 
tenures, 

Sima Simanadara axe & body of men who do the work of chaukidars 

ar in thanas Inds and Kotalpur, and have grants of land in low of 
wages, ‘These lands aro being rommod and sottled with the 
saminda, tho simanadara boing left in possossion of their hold- 
ings a6 oooupanoy ryots under tho zamindérs concerned, 

Tinindiri ~The itmamdari or mandult tenure exists only in the western 

mandi, portion of tho distriot in thinns Raipur and Khatea. ‘bo holder 
of tho tenuro performs tho duties of a gumdshta ox oolloctor of 
rents and holds a grant of land in liew of wages, acquiring an 
hereditary oocupancy right in the land. 

Khorgors, ‘Tho grants givon by  zamindar to tho membors of his family 
for their maintenance are called Ahorposh tenures. In some 
instanoos such tonures rovert to tho original grantor or his heirs 
on tho death of the grontoo, and in othors they are hereditary. 

Habinan, —_Hikimalt is a term applied to a’grant of land assigned fur tho 

maintenance of the Aitim or second brother of a Raja or zamindar, 

On the doath of tho Inttor, the second brother of his suocossor 

takes up tho namo and tho land, A Aitinalt tonure is thus 

dependent on the lifo of tho Raja or samindir and nob of the 
tonuro-holdor himeolf. : 
Ront-froo tenuros form tho fifth and lest class of Iandod 
ar" as, estatos in Binkurl district, Soveral varieties of this tonuro oxist, 
but nono provail to any considerable oxtent. Lands granted for 
religious purposes, such as draimottar, sivottar, dabottar, oto., by 
‘Hindus, and pirottar, chiragan, eto., by Muhammadans, are found 
in many villages, Besides those, thoro aro soveral other rent-free 
tenures granted for charitable purposes, and numerous small rent 
froo holdings, which do not appear to have boen assigned for any 
special purpose. 

Rent-free tonure-holders havo soveral classes of xyots direatly 
under them, and in some casos middlomen, genorally mukarvaridare 
or (alukdars, to whom the xyots holding or cultivating the said 
lands pay their rent, Some propriotore of small ront-froe holdings 
are simplo cultivators, who either oultivate their ront-fro0 lands 
‘themselves or sub-let them. 
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Fon administrative purposos tho district is divided into tho two Ansemas 
subdivisions of Bankuri and Bishnupur, tho former being under 747!¥8 
tho direot supervision of tho Collector, while Bishnupur is in inp 
charge of a Subdivisional Officor, who is genemlly a Deputy "4¥% 
Golloctor of tho Provincial Civil Service, At Binkuxi the 
sanctioned stat consists of thro Deputy Collectors, of whom 

two aro mngistratos of tho fixat class und ono is vostod with tho 
powors of a magistrate of tho second or thind class; in addition 

to those oficors, there aro somotimes ono or two Sub-Deputy 
Collectors. At Bishnupur tho Subdivisional Officor is assisted 

by a8ub-Deputy Colletor. 

‘Tho revenue of tho district, under tho main heads, rose frm naymxon 

Res, 716,000 in 1880.81, when tho inoome-tax had not beon 
impoood, to Re, 8,11,000 in 1890-91 and to Rs, 9,45,000 in 1900.01, 
Tn 1906-07 it amounted to Re. 10,81,000, of which Rs. 4,86,000 
wore dorived from land revenue, Rs 8,49,000 from stamps, , 
Re, 1,20,000 from oxciso, Rs, 1,06,000 from cesses, and Rs, 21,000. 
from inoomo-tax. 

‘Tho colloctions of land rovenuo foll from Rs, 4,59,000 in tana 
1880-81 to Rs. 4,68,000 in 1890-91, but rose again to Re, 4,60,000 "venue 
in 1900-01. In 1906.07 thoy aggregatod Rs 4,85,000 collected 
from 1,143 estates, the ourrent land revenue demand being 
Ra, 483,000, of whish Te. 481,000 wer payablo. by ‘L071 

permanently settled estates and Re, 800 by 68 temporarily sottled 
states, while the demand from 19  estatos held direct by 
Government wes Rs. 1,100. ‘Tho total land revenue demand 
is quivalent to 5 per cent, of the gross rental of the 
tia 





‘Tho receipts from judicial and nonejudicial stamps rank next stamp, 
in importance as a sourco of revenue, ‘They increased from 
Res. 2,49,000 in 1896-97 to Ra, 2,79,000 in 1900-01, and rose still 
further to Rs 3,49,000 in 1906-07, There has, in fact, been a 
steady inorease yoar after year, owing to tho growth of both the 
number and valu of suits instituted in tho Civil Courts, which is 
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attsibutod to tho spread of education making the people better 
oquainted with thoir sights, “Moro than four-fifths (Its, 2,00,000) 
af tho socoipts in 1906-07 woro cbtaincd from tho salo of 
judioinl stamps, and in particular of couxtefoo stamps, which 
‘counted for Rs, 2,64,000; whilo Re, 69,500 woro obtained 
from tho slo of non-judicial stamps, nowly tho wholo of 
this sum (Rs, 67,000) boing duo to tho domand for improssod 
stamps, 

Tho reosipts from oxcise xoso from Res, 82,000 in 1806-07 
to Rs, 95,000 in 1900-01, and furthor inoroasod in 1906-07 
1,20,000, ‘Tho groator portion of the excise xevonue is 
orived from the ele of oountsy spixit propared -by distillation 
from the flowor of the mahud troo (Bussia talifolia), ‘Tho 
reosipts from this source amounted in 1906-07 to Rs, 64,000, 
or nearly half of the total oxciso revenue, ‘The mannfsoture 
and sale of country spirit wore proviously carried on under 
‘poth the ontstill system and tho central distillery system, ive, 
there were outstills serving the wild tracts to tho south-west 
and a contral distillery at Bankuri for the supply of the 
ost of tho district, In 1907 tho contraot supply system 
was introduced, ic. the local manufacturo of country spirit 
hhas been prohibited, and a oontract for tho wholesale supply 
of spirit given out to a firm of distillers. Tho contractors 
aro forbidden to hold any xotail Liconsos for its salo, but 
aro allowod tho uso of distillery and warehouse buildings 
for tho storago of liquor, The right of’ rotail vend is 
isposod of by separate shops, each of which is put up to 
auction ; and the retail vendors are forbidden to sell liquor 
xcept at prosoribed strongths, for which maximum prices 
are fixed, 

Aooording to tho roturns for 1906-07, thoro is ono retail 
shop for {he anlo of country spirit to every 16,417 porsons 
find in that yoar the average consumption of tho central 
iatllory liquor was 4 proof gallons and of outstill spirit 63 proof 
gallons por 1,000 of the population, ‘Tho reooipts from the 
sale of country spirit and of tho formentod liquor eallod daré 
roprosontod an oxpondituro of Rs. 721 por 10,000 of tho popu- 

















lation, a figure lowor than that returned by any district in the 


jardwwan Division exoopt Midnepore, On tho other band, the 
roosipte. front paclioai or vice boor are considerablo, amounting to 
Rs. 18,000 in 1906-07, a total exooeded in only four other districts 
in tho Provinoo (Burdwan, Buibhiim, Dexjooling ond the Sontal 
Porganos). ‘This is tho national drink of the aboriginal raoos, 
who, rogerd it ad a: nutritious food and utiliza it as-a substituto 
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for a meal. ‘Tho consumption of imported liquon’ is exceediagly 
small, the mass of tho poyulation boing unable to afford forign 
spirits and also proforring |tho countzy spirit and paclteai they 
have drunk for genoralionk past, 

‘Tho consumption of ppium is not grout, only Re, 23,000 
being obtained from tho duty and Liconte feos, Tho rovenuo from 
wur00 is loss thon in any othor district in tho Burdwan 
mn, and amounts to only Its, 203 per 10,000 of tho popula 
tion, ‘Thoro is oven los demand for ganja, io, tho dried lowering 
tops of the oultivatod fomalo hemp plant (Cannabis indica) and the 
resinous oxudation on them, ‘The consumption of this drug isless 
than in any distriot in Bengal oxoopt Angul, the duty and ligease 
foes realising only Rs, 16,000 in 1906-07, or Rs, 160 por 10,000 
of the population, 

ad and publio works cesses aro, as usual, levied at the Cowcs. 

maximum rate of ono anna in the rupoo. ‘Tho colloolions foll 
from Rs, 97,000 in 1890-97 to Rs, 94,000 in 1900-01, but 
inoronsod to Rs, 1,08,000 in 1903-07. ‘Tho current demand in 
tho your Inst namod was Rs. 1,05,476, of which Rs 94,340 
wero payable by 1432 revenuo-paying ostates, Res. 5,580 by 
1,502 rent-free properties, and Its, 5,268 by 887 xovonuo-treo 
ostatos, ‘The number of estatos assessed to cosses is thus 3,821, 
whilo tho numbor of tenures is 02,704, andthere are therefore 
28 timos as many tonures liablo to pny costes as there aro estates. 
‘Tho number of recorded shareholders of estates and tomures is 
8,760 and 104,400 xespootively. 

In 1901-02 tho inoomo-tax yiolded Rs. 18,000 paid by 986 Income. 
‘assossoos, of whom 698 paying Rs. 8,000 had incomes of Is, 500" 
to Rs. 1,000, At that time the minimum inoome assessable was 
Res, 600, but this was misod in 1903 to Rs 1,000, thoroby giving 
rolief to a number of potty traders, money-londers and clorks. 
Tho number of assossoos oonsoquently foll in 1908 to 874 and 
tho collections to Rs, 16,000. In 1906-07 the tax yiolded 
Res, 21,000 paid by 463 assosseos, 

‘Thore aro 9 offices for the registration of assurances under Act Regiatra- 
IIT of 1877. At Bunkurw’ tho District Sub-Rogistrar deals as 
usual with the doouments prosonted thore, and also assists thé 
District Magistrate, who is ex-offcio District Rogistrar in supor~ 
vising tho proooodings of tho Sub-Registrars.in charge of the 
other rogistration ofioas. The average nuinber of doouménts 
rogistored aimoally during the quinquonnium ending in 1899 was 
26,810, but in tho 0 yours onding in 1904 it incronsed to 
80,880, the increase being due to tho settlement of reamed 
Ghaukidari and ghatreali lands.’ ‘ q 
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The marginal statement shows the number ‘of doouments 

een pega i] Yogistered and the 
receipts and expenditure 
at each office in 1907, 
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iat | ‘Tho number of rogis- 
You | trations was higher 
kom | than in any other dis- 
Yi | taiot in tho Division, 


oxoopt Burdwan and 
|_seaet | _21% | Midnapore. 

‘Tho staff ontortained for tho administration of civil justice 
consists of the District Judgo and Sub-—Judgo at Bankura and of 





» six Munsifs, of whom threo hold their cowts at Binkuri and the 


romaining threo at Bishnupus, Khatrt and Kotolpur, ‘Thoro has 
been, on the whole, a stondy inoreaso in tho number of civil suits 
in recent yours, which tho District Magistrate osoribes to the 
growth of intolligenoo and eduontion among the masses, who 
aro gradually becoming more acoustomed to resort to tho 
Givit Courts than to uso criminal foroo in oatablishing thois 
rights, 

Gefminal juice ia adminslerod by tho Divot and Sotions 
Tudge, tho District Magintrato, and tho Doputy and Sub-Deputy 
Magisfratos stationed at Binkurt ond Bishnupur. ‘Tho sano- 
tioned staff at Bankura consists of tho District Magistrate, two 
Doputy Magistrates of tho first class and one Deputy Magistrate 
‘of the sooond or third olass, in addition to the Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates of the socond or third class who are somotimes 
ttotioned there, Tho Subdivistonal Officer at Bishnupur is 
almost invariably a Magistrate vested with Arst class powers, 
and is usually assisted by a Sub-Doputy Magistrate of tho 
socond or third class. Besides thoso stipondiary Magistrates, 
there are benches of Honorary Magistrates at Bankuri and 
Bishnupur, hosides an Honorary Magistrato at cach of tho 
following plnoo.:—Gangajalghati, Indis, Khitré, Raipur and 
Sonimukhi. 

‘Bankura has Jong had an unenviable reputation for harbour 
ing organized bands of daooits, who commit numerous dacoities 
‘within its borders or in tho aurrounding distriots. It stends high 
in the list of distriots in which this form of eximo is provalent; 
in the three years 1901-03 the average annual number of daocities 
committed was 15, and though the number fell to 3 in 1904 and 
also in 1905, it rose again to 10 in 1906, Systematic efforts 
have been mado in recert years to break up these gangs of 
rcoits, and the cases instituted have brought to light some 





GRNERAT, ADMINISTRATION, 4b 


romarkabloe facts regarding them. It was found that one gang 
had boon in oxistonoo for over 20 yours and consisted of 
no loss than 103 mombors, and that’ another had been at 
work sinoo 1879, A third included 35 members, and tho 
ring-loader of a fourth confessed to no lows than 22 dacoitios 
and 60 burglaries oommittod by his gang in Binkuri botwoon 
1890 and 1901, ‘Tho history of o figth gang which cariod 
on its oporations in Bankura is oven moro romarknble, for it 
datos back to tho Mutiny of 1857, when the gong is roported 
to havo waylaid a body of tho mutineors and stxippod them 
of their ams and loot It was composed of aboriginals, 76 
in number, to whom wore traced 80 dnooitios, committed in 
this district and Minbhiim betwoon 1896 and 1905, Anothor 
gang, composed hiely of Bhumijes, formerly known looally as 
ehuars ox robbers, committed crime not, only in Bankurt, which 
they mado their houdquarters, but also in Hooghly, Midnapore 
and Manbhiim; no loss than 18 dacoities and 7 burglaries 
wore traced to this gang, Another famous bond of davoits 
consisted of Tuntid Musalmans, who were accountable for 22 
Anooities committed in Binkuri and Hooghly. Yet another 
gang, consisting of Lohars, was in the habit of committing 
Aaocities not only in Bankura, but also in Hooghly, Burdwan 
and the 24-Parganas, 

Tho above account of the Bankura daooits will show the crimins 
existonoo of oartain classes who obfain their liveliood by set 
habitual and organized orime, Among thoso who have acquired 
notoriety as daooits, the Lohitrs and the Tuntit Musalmins 
may be mentionod. ‘Tho Lohirs aro not, as in other districts, a 
rospootable artisan olaes of Aryan descent but are somi-sboriginals, 
similar to the Bugdis. Of late years, however, they have 
boon ondenvouring to improve their social condition, and in 
tho District Consus Report of 1801 it is stated os m fact, 
worthy of notioo that the Lohirs are gradually progressing. 
“Thoy show by thoir nots that thoy aro ambitious to improve, 
their social status without publicly eying out for social proce- 
donoo, ‘Hduontion is now gradually spreading itsolf among 
thom, and thoy aro often found to take a great intorest in 
tho observance of simple Hindu rites and ceremonies. ‘Their 
love for Harisankirtan is gradually bringing them in close oontact 
with higher castes.” 

‘Tho Tuntid Musalming have their hoadquarters in Midnapore, 
but « certain number are found in the south of thedistrist. ‘They 
area Mubainmadan caste, whoso traditional ocoupation is cultiva- 
tion of the mulberry (unt) for, feeding silk-worms, ' Thig 
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cooupation having become tess profitable of lato years, many 
have takon to ordinmy cultivation and field labour, others to 
twisting ropes from a teod collod sav, while others aro profes: 
sional thieves and daooits, In ordor lo watch thoi movo- 
monts and check their deproiations, it was found nocossiry 
to ostablish a boat-houso at Biromanipur in tho Kotalpur 
hima. 

‘Tho oontrol of omigention to the ton gardens plays an import 
ant part in tho of administrationtho district, Rogarding this 
the Commissionar writos as follows in his Administration Roport 
‘on the quinquennium 1900-01 to 1904.05 :— Tt appears that thoro 
‘yas a stondy inorouso of omigrants from year to year, but tho number 
represents to largo oxtont the coolios recruited by garden sardare, 
who are moro successful in seouring ooolies than the rooruiters 
employed by contractors, ‘Tho number of contractors’ cookies is 
gradually coming down with tho gradual devolopmont of tho froo 
aystom, which has praotioally taken its plaoo, During tho last 
fow months, registration undor Ohaptor II has praotionlly coased, 
but instances of fraudulent rooruitmont by fre0 recruiters have been 
# common nnd widespread that logislation is nooossary, 6o as to 
protect simple and ignorant villagors from boing ontioed away and 
font off to tho ton distriots wndor falso roprotontations, As great 
caro is taken to seo that no cooly is frandulontly reoruited when 
produood for registration, tho rooruitors undor tho contradt aystem, 
whonover they havo any doubts of sooming xogistration, botako 
thomselyes to the moro ensy procoduro laid down under gection 92 
of tho Emigration Aot and manage to send the ooolies to labour 
districts as fr00 xooruits, Txo2 emigration is therefore open to 
many abuses, and the ayatom goes to increnso rather than to 
eoroaso the facilities of fraudulent reoruitmont, A. large numbor 
of emigrants wore repatriated Inst year, and most of them ware 
reornited as fro omigrants. ‘The Magistrato states that it is very 
difficult to bring home to tho offenders charges of unlawful 
rooruitment for want of sufficiont evidence. ‘There wero 12 depdts 
‘and rest-houses at tho oloso of the period under review as against 
5 in 1890-1900,” 

‘For polioo purposes tho distriot is divided into 9 thinas or 
police circles, viz., in tho hoadquarters subdivision, Binkurt 
with an area of 382 squaro miles, Gangijalghati with the 
Barjort outpost having a oombined area of 466 squaro miles, 
GOnd& (829 square miles), Raipur (833 square miles) with the 
Simapal outpost (119 squaro miles), and Khitrs (843 square 
wiles) ; and in the Bishnupur subdivision, Bishnupur (802 
square ‘niiles), Kotalpur (133 squaro miles), Indus (124 square 
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miles) and Sonimukht (141 square miles), Besides the thinas, 
thore aro 11 outposts as shown below :— 
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‘Phe rogular polioo foroo consisted in 1906 of a Superintondent, 
5 Inspootors, 31 Sub-Inspeotors, 86 Hoad-Constables and 326 
constables, total foreo of 397 mon, xeprosonting one policoman 
to overy 6°6 squaro miles and to evory 2,812 of tho popalation, 
‘Tho rural for0e for tho watch and wand of villages in tho interior 
is composed of 249 dafadare and 2,754 ohauktdars, including a 
small body of men called sindnadars in the Indis and Kotalpur 
thimnas, whoso sorvices aro romunerated by grants of land ; other 
chaulidara axo paid Rs. 40 month, 

Thore is a district jail at Bankurt with acoommodation since, 
(in 1907) for 801 prisoners, vix., barracks for 213 malo convicts, 
12 fomale convicts, 30 undor-trial prisonors and 8 civil prisoners, 
cells for 6 male convicts, and a hospital with 82 beds for male 
conviots. There is o subsidiary jail ab Bishnupur, which has 
ncoommodation for 12 male and & female prisoners, The 
industries onrried on in tho district jail are oflepressing, brick 
making, weaving of daris and cloth, and eano and bamboo work. 
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OHAPTER XII. 


LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT, 

Ovrsine the municipalities of Baukurd, Bishnupur and Sonimukht, 
tho administration of local affaire, such as the maintenance 
of xonds, bridges, forrios and pounds, tho control of villago 
sanitation and water-supply, tho provision of modical relief, eto., 
rosts with tho District Board, assisted by tho Looal Boards of 
Binkurd aud Bishnupur and a Union Committoo at Kotalpur. 
‘Tho District Board consists of 15 mombors, of whom goven aro 
cleotod, four aro nominated, and four are ¢2-oficio mombors. 
Acoording to tho roturns for 1900-07, plendors and muhdare 
predominate, roprosonting 40: per oent. of tho members, whilo 
Government sorvants and the land-holding olassos each roprosont 
26°6 por cont, 

‘Pho average annual income of tho District Board during tho 
O yours onding in 1901-02 was Rs, 1,10,000, of which Rs, 42,000 
wore derived from tho rond ooss. During the quinquonniam 
onding in 1905-06 it amounted, on tho avorago, to Re. 1,24,000 per 
annum, of which Rs, 48,000 wore obtained from tho rond ooes, 
Re, 83,000 from Government contributions, Rs. 2000 from 
pounds, ts, 1,500 from forties, and Rs, 39,500 from other 
sourees, In 1906-07 tho opening balanos was Re, 49,000, and 
tho reosipts of the your aggrogatod Rs, 1,16,000, induding 
Fis. 49,000 realized from tho road ooss, Rts, $0,000 contributed from 
Provinoial revenuos, Re, 1,600 obtained from tolls on forries, 
and Re, 2,000 from pounds. Hero, as. elaewhere, tho road cost 
is the principal sourco of inoome, but the incidoneo of taxation is 
light, being only 9 pios por hoad of the population—a proportion 
Jowor than in any othor distriot in tho Burdwan Division. 

‘Tho average annual expenditure during tho decade ending in 
901-02 was Re. 1,09,000, of which Rs. 67,000 wero spent on 
civil works, Rs. 92,000 on eduoation, and Rs. 2,000 on modioal 
solief, During the 5 yoars ending in 1905-06 tho disbursements 
amounted to Rs. 1,530,000, tho chief items being Rs. 47,000 spont 
on communications, Rs. 37,000 om education, and Rs, 4,000 on 
modioal relief, In 1906-07 tho oxponditure was Rs. 1,28,000, of 
which more than half (Rs, 79,000) was alloogted to civil works, 
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while education accounted for Rs. 36,000. ‘The heaviest charge 
on tho income of the District Board is tho maintenance of 
communications, It now maintains 61 miles of motalled roads 
and 541 miles of unmetalled roads, besides a large number of 
village tracks with a total length of 105 miles; tho oost of 
maintaining theso ronds in 1908.07 was Rs 54, Rs, 42, and 
Re, 28 por milo respectively. Tho Board maintains 7 Middle 
schools and aids 2 High schools, 3 Middle schools, 160 Upper 
Primary schools and 868 Lower Primary schools. For the purpose 
of supervision, it entertains 11 Inspecting Pundits, Altogether 
5 per cent. of the ordinary income of the Board was, expended 
in tho samo yoar on medical relief and sanitation—a proportion 
highor than in any other district in the Division except Burdwin 
and Birbhiim, ‘Three dispensaries aro entirely maintained by it, 
six dispensaries reooive grants-in-aid, and special monsures aro 
takon on the outbreak of orrlonis Aisoases, 

In aubordination to tho District Board are the BAnkurB and Yoo 
Bishnupur Local Boards, the jurisdiction of each corresponding ”!™ 
to the subdivisional charge of tho seme name, ‘The Bankura 
Looal Board is composed of 12 members, of whom six aro nomi- 
nated and six are elected ; while the Bishnupur Local Board is 
composed of 12 members, all nominated by Governeiut as the 
systom of cloction has not been introduced. ‘The Local Boards 
receive allotments from the funds of th Distriot Board, and aro 
entrusted with tho maintenance of village roads, pounds and 
ferries, and some other small functions, 

Thoro is only one Union ems ie ie aS Se, 
of Kotalpur, which was established in 1904.05. It has an 
of @ square miles, ond a populstion of 6,083 persons, 
Committoo is administered by a Board of 7 members, and ia 
reported to display little activity ; for in 1905.06 the Oommittoo 
hold no mootings and spent nothing, while in 1906-07 it hold 
only two meetings and merely spent the balanoo of the previous 
year (Ra. 350). 

‘There are 3 municipalities in the district, viz, BinkurB, Bish Mewr- 
nupur and Sondmukh}, Tho number of rate-payers in 1906.07 Cy 
‘was 6,954, representing 15:07 per coat. of the population (63,204) "" 
raiding in musispel Hmil, os compared with the srerage of 
16°15 per cent. for the whole Division, ‘The average incidence of 
taxetion in that year was only snnas 7-5 per head of the popula 
tion, as against the Divisional average of Re, 1-18-8, and varied from 
onnas 10-1 in Baokuri to annas 5-9 in Bishnupar and Sontmukhi, 

‘Tho municipelity of Bankura, which was esteblished in 1869, is Biskust, 
‘administered by # Municipal Board composed of 12 Commissioners, 
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of whom eight are elected, one ia nominated by Government, 
and three are ee-gfficio members. The area within municipal 
Timits in 1906 was 4:96 square smiles, tho number of rate-payers 
being 2,482 or 12 per cont. of the population ; but in 1907 the 
area was extended to 6°96 square miles by tho inclusion within 
sunioipal limits of mausds Kethiardinge, Demurari Gopinathpur, 
Murra and Ladiha, 

‘Tho averago annual inoomo of the municipality during tho 
dooado onding in 1901-02 was Rs. 13,000, and tho expenditure 
was Rs, 12,000; and during the 5 years ending in 1905-06 thoy 
were Rs, 17,600 and Rs, 16,000 respectively, In 1906.07 the 
incomo aggregated Rs, 19,000, besides an opening balanoo of 
Rs, 3,000, Tho chief source of inoomo is a tax on porsons, 
nooording to thoir circumstances and property, assossod at the 
rato of 1} por oot. on the income of the assesses, ‘This tax 
Drought in Rs. 7,000; and next in importance aro a tax on 
‘snimals and yohiclos, which brought in Rs, 8,000, and a oonser- 
‘Yanoy rato, which brought in Rs, 2,400, while fues from markets 
realized Rs.1,200. ‘The total inoidence of taxation was annas 10-1 
‘por hond: of ‘the population, ‘ithe expenditure in the sumo your 
was Rs, 20,500, excluding Rs. 4,000 oxpended on tho ropay- 
mont of Mans, advanoos and doposits, ‘Tho principal items of 
‘expondituro wore medion! relief, consorvanoy, drainage and publio 
‘works, which aooounted for 26-01, 24°1, 16°3 and 13'6 por oont, 
rospootively of the total expenditure. 

Tt is reported that, at the present rate of taxation, the 
munioipality cannot undertake new projects or carry out sub- 
stantial reforms for want of funds, ‘Tho supply of drinking water - 
in said to be defective, the town being mainly depondent on the 
two rivers on the north and south, which run nearly dry in the 
hot weather, and there is also a need of good tanks containing 
sufficient wator for bathing and culinary purposes, ‘The drainage 
system and lighting system aro also said. to require improvement. 
On the other band, the drainage is believed to be better than 
in most of the towns in Bengal, and, on tho whole, the sanitary 
condition of the town is good and the roads are well kept uj 
‘uted a municipality in 1878, and has 
4 Municipal Board consisting of 12 Commissioners, of whom eight 
‘are elected and four are nominated by Government. The area 
within municipal limits is 8 square miles, and tho number of rates 
payers is 2,804, reprosonting 14-6 per cent. of the population 
residing within municipal limits. The average annual income of 
the municipality during the 5 years ending in 1905-06 was 
Rs, 10,000, wud the expenditure was Rs. 9,000, In 1906-07 
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the inoome of the municipality was Re. 10,000, of which 
Rs. 5,500 wore obtained from a tax on persons eccording to 
their ciroumstanoes and property, levied at 1} per cont. on 
the income of tho assessess, while a tax on avimals and vehicles 
brought in Rs, 1,200, ‘Tho inoidonco of taxation was annas 6.9 
per head of the population, ‘The expenditure in the same your 
was Re, 8,000, the principal items being conservancy, medical 
roliet, publio works and education, which accounted for 21:9, 15:2, 
15:5 and 10°6 per oont, respeotively of the totel oxpenditure, 

‘The municipality of Sonfmukhi was established in 1886, and Soox- 
isadministered by a Municipal Board, oonsisting of 9 Commis. kh. 
sioner, all of whom are nominated by Government, the eleotive 
system not being in foros, The area within municipal limits is 
4 square miles, and the number of rate-payers is 1,668, represent 
ing 124 per cent. of the population, ‘The average annual inoome 
of the municipality during the 5 yoars ending in 1905.06 waa 
Res, 6,840, and tho expenditure was Re. 5,820. In 1906.07 its 
income was Rs, 5,000, besides an opening balaos of Ts. 1,200, 
‘The cbict source of income is a fax on persons, according to 
their ciroamstanoes and property, levied at 2 per cont. on the 
inoome of the rate-payors, which brought in Re, 4,000 ; the total 
incidence of taxation was anes 6-9 per head of the population, 
‘The expenditure in tho samo year was Rs, 6,000, the principal 
items of expenditore being conservancy (23°5 per cant.), medical 
relief (13'8 per oent:), and education (12'2 per osnt.). 
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OHAPTER XIII. 


EDUCATION. 


Pnoomms Tam backward state of oducation in the district half a contury 
Sx BVA ogo may be gathered from tho acount given in 1863 by Oolonel 
Gastreli in the first Statistionl Report of Bankura. In 1847 a 
Deputy Collector, who had an intimate aoquaintanos with tho 
habits of tho pooplo and had travelled over every part of the 
distriot, reported :—“ Eduoation is very little attended to, Few, 
indeed, oan do moro than write their names even in the towns, 
In tho villages eduoation may bo said to be entirely neglooted. 
In the towns tho childron of tradespeople attend tho Guru 
Mahisaya or Pandit’s school until they understand oommon 
accounts.” Up to 1861 thero were only 12 schools, with 967 
pupils, established by Govornmont; and tho state of these schools 
‘was nat satisfactory owing to tho want of interest in them taken 
by tho poople, ‘ But," said Colonel Gastroll, “ where such uttor 
darkness had prevailed, any light, broaking in and dispelling 
no matter how little of it, is to be hailed with dolight as the 
dawn of a brighter day.” As rogants tho stato of eduontion in 
his own day, Colonel Gastrell wrote :—‘ Bduoation is neither 
much sought after nor thought of by tho lowor classes. Few 
‘oan read, still fower write. 
‘Tho progress which has been made sinoo the above remarks 
‘wore written has boon undoubtedly great, though, Bénkura being 
poor and backward district, the advanco has not boon so rapid 
as in richer parts of the country. ‘Figures showing tho extension 
of education for any longthy period oannot be given, as the 
Aistriot did not acquire its present dimonsions until 1879 ; but an 
idea of the progress made recently oan bo gathered from tho 
returns for tho last 25 years, Aooording to statistios furnished 
by the Education Department, the number of schools in the year 
1881 was 1,410 and thoro were 32,243 scholars on tho rolls.” In 
1891 the number of educational institutions had increased to 
1,584 and the number of pupils to 39,057, During the next 
10 years there was a falling off in the number of schools, while 
the attendance romaingd almost stationary, the number of the 
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former in 1901 buing 1,800, while tho aggregate of pupils was 
89,092, ‘Tho consus of that year showed that the total stumber 
of porsons ablo to road and write was 108,679, representing 9°8 
por oot, (18'3 males and 0'5 females) of the population. 
According to the returns for 1906-07, there are, in addit 
to n oollogo at Bankura, 1,406 schools attonded by 43,815 pupil, 
tho number of boys roosiving instmotion being 46'8 por cont, of 
tho number of boys of shool-going age. 





OF tho total number of schools, 1,880 with 42,608 pupils aro Gaxeaax 
publio institutions, and 76 with 707 pupils are private institutions, 224% 





OF the formes, 12 schools atondet by 660 pupil, aro under” 
publio management, five being managed by Government and 
oven by tho District Board; while 1,818 schools, attondod by 
41,948 pupils, are under private management, 1,184 being aided, 
while 134 aro unnided. ‘Tho inspecting’ staff consists of 2 
Deputy Inspectors of Schools, 8 Sub-Inspootors of Schools, one 
Assistant Sub-Inspector and 11 Inspecting Pandits, 

‘Tho only oollogo in the distrot is the oollego wt Binkurh Cou 
maintained by tho Wesleyan Mission, which is wfiintod up to tho S442 
B.A, Examination in Arts, ‘Tho oolloge was established in 1903, trox. 
‘and now buildings are boing coustructed, including w hostel 
for Hindu boys, another for Christian students, and a honso for 
tho Principal, A fuller aooount of tho college will bo found in 
Chapter IIT. 

‘The number of secondary schools is 63, and tho attondanco 8 
at them is 5,090, Of those schools 
schools, at which 2,183 boys receive instruction, The largest 
is tho Kuchkuohia High school, with 386 boys on the rolls; 
this school is maintained by the ‘Wesleyan Mission, and is 
aided by Government. Ono sohool is maintained by Government, 
vyis,, the Zila school at Binkuré, and nine reosive grants-in-aid, 
vir, the High schools st Kuchkuchii, Bishnupur, Kotalpur, 
Kuobiikol, Sondmukhi, Palisdinga, Rol, Malisr® and Bolitaore, 
Bosides these, thero aro three unaided schools, viz, the Bankurk 
Hindu High school and the High schools at Rajgrim and 
Indas, ‘There aro altogether 28 Middle English schools, inolude 
ing 25 sided and 2 unaided schools, besides ono maintained by 
the District Board, Sooondery vernacular education is losing 
popularity, and the number of Middle Vernacular schools has 
decreased to 22, of which 6 are maintained by the District Board 
ond 16 are unaided. 
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‘The total number of boys’ Primary schools in the district is Pamanx 
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1,059, of which 190 nro Upper Primary and 809 ure Lowor sium, 
Primary schools. With the excoption of to Upper Primary 
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schools attached to the two Gura Training schools, all the schools 
are under private management, 956 being aided and 101 unaided. 
‘Tho attendance at these schools is 34,119, viz., 32,468 boys and 
1,651 girls. ‘There are also 88 night schools attonded by 1,691 
pupils, mostly sons of artisans and day labourers, It is xeportod 
that most ofthe Upper Primary schools have soparato buildings, 
ut that they are not very suitable for the purpose, and that 
there aro soarosly any Lower Primary schools with separate 
Duildinge, For want of such acoommodation, tho classes aro 
generally held in the common paja houses of tho village or in 
the verandah of somo woll-to-do villoger’s houso: a paid house, 
it may bo explained, is the house cot aside for the performance 
of the Sarvaris (religious ond musical entertainments) of the 
village. 

‘The advance of fomale eduoation, at lonst of a primary charac- 
ter, has been very notiooablo in xooont years; for tho number of 
Primary gitls’ schools rose from 90 in 1901-02 to 183 in 
1906-07 and the attondanos from 1,466 to 2,087, besides 1,654 
gitls rending in boys? schools. In all, 4,641 girls reosived instruc- 
tion in 1906-07 as compared with 9,209 in 1901-02, iz., the 
incroaso during the deoade was no less thon 41 por oot, At 
present, the majority of these schools are taught by malo toachers 
belonging to neighbouring boys’ schools, and thero are only # 
fow girls’ schools with a separate staff. ‘The numbor of fomalo 





teachers is very fow, for there aro only five schools with female 
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teachers, and they are all Ohristian. 

‘There oro four ‘Training schools for the training of Primary 
pohool teachers, of which three are intended for male and one 
for fomalo teachers. Of the former, two are under tho direct 
management of the Ednoation Department, and one, at Sirenga,s 
is maintained by the Wesleyan Mission, ‘That Mission also 
Baiaielas the Training school for female teachers mentioned 
ahove. 

Industrial or technical eduoation is practically non-existent, 
the only technical school being that known as the Bankura 
‘Mission Technioal School, which is maintained by the Wesleyan 
Mission, At this school oarpentzy, shoe-making, weaving and 
the manufacture of cane baskets are taught, 

‘Under this head may be classed the Sanskrit ¢o/s and musical 
achools established in the distxiob. Sanskrit fols number 15 and have 
211 boys on the rolls, the pupils being tought Sanskrit grammar, 
literature, rhetoric, logis, Hindu philosophy and Hindu law. 
There are 5 musical schools, at which voosl and instrumontel 
music is taught to 70 boys. 
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Tho number of private institutions is 76 and that of the Pavare 
pupils studying at thom 707. ‘Those 76 schools inolude 65 WTO 
Sanskrit ¢o2s not adopting departmontal standards, and 11 maktabs 
teaching Arabio and Porsian of an clementary character, 

Tho number of Muhammadan pupils studying in publio Hoveas 
institutions iu 1900-07 was 1,528, roprosenting 3°5 par cent. of the Meweu. 
numbor of pupils of all croods. ‘Tho proportion of Muhome. wapie, 
madans to the total population, according to the consus of 1901, 
is 4°6 por oont., so that it would appear that the Muhammadans 
of Bankurt aro moro backward from an educational point of 
viow than the Hindus, It is noticoablo, moreover, that nourly 
all of tho boys under instruction attend Primary schools, and 
only 123 attend secondary schools, 

‘Pho number of aboriginal pupils in the various publio instil 
tions in tho same year was 2,148, of whom 73 were Christians ovo 
and 2,075 wore non-Ohristian Santtls, Special efforts aro being omata. 
mado by the Wosleyan Mission to diffuso education among the 
Santals, and a Training school has boon established for the 
@ Santil schools maintained by the 
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"Allogether 14 boarding houses havo. brea. oatabished, of Morr 
which twolvo aro intended for male and two for femalo students, S3.or~q 
Tho latter aro undor the management of tho Wesleyan Mission, H0eHs. 
and ze looated at Bankura and Stronga. 

‘Whoro aro two publio Kbraxies, viz, ono at Bishnupur, for Lima. 
which a small building was . constructed in 1904 within the 24%» 
Municipal offico compound, and » small library opened in _ pans, 
at Kakatié in tho Bishoupur subdivision, ‘The only mows 
published in tho distriot is a Bengali paper inown os the 
Bankura Darpan, « weekly paper, printed at Banicurd, whioh 
Aoals chiofly with mattors of looal interest, 
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OHAPTER XIV. 





GAZETTEER. 

Ajodhy.—A village in tho Bishnupur subdivision, situated 7 
miles north-wost of Bishnupor. ‘Tho villago contains a charitable 
isponsary and tho residonoo of one of the leading zamindtrs of 
the district, 

Ambikinagar —A villago in the Binkuré subdivision, situated 

on tho south bank of the Kasai river, 10 milos south-wost of 
Khitra, with which it is oonnected by an unmotalled road. This 
villago has given ita namo to a parguna extending ovor 151 square 
miles, and was formerly the headquarters of an anoient family of 
zamimdirs, whose history has beon givon in the article on Diunl- 
bhim. 
Bihulara.—A villago in the Bankura subdivision, situated on 
the south bank of the Dhalkisor river, 12 miles’ south-cast of 
Binkurf' and 3 miles north of Onda. It contai ot 
dedicated to Mahidoo Siddheswar, said to havo boon built by 
Rajis of Bishnupur, which Mr, Boglar has desoribod as tho finost 
briok tomplo in tho distriot, and tho finost though not the largost 
brick templo that he had soo in Bengal, Ho givos tho following. 
nocount of it in tho Reporte of tho Archmologioal Survey of 
India, Vol. VILL. 

“Tho temple is of brick, plastered; the ornamentation 
in oarotully out in tho brick, and tho plaster mado to oore- 
spond to it, ‘There are, however, ornaments on the plaster alone, 
‘but none inconsistent with the brick ornamentation below. 
I conclnde, therefore, that tho plaster formod a part of tho 
original design, ‘Tho mouldings of the basement are to a gront 
extent gono, but from fragments hero and thoro that 
close approximation oan be mado to what it was; some portions 
are, however, not recoverable, ‘The present entrance is not the 
original old one, but is » modern acoretion, behind which the 
real old doorway, with its tall, triangular opening of overlapping 
courses, is hidden, ‘This old opening is still to bo soon inter- 
nally; it consists of a rectangular opening, 41 courses of bricks 
in height, over whioh risos the triangular portion in a series of 
corbels, each 5 courses in depth; the width of the opening is 4 
foct 10 inches. ‘There is no dividing sill, and from the fasado 
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of the temple it is evident that the cell, with its attached portioo in 
the thickness of the wall itself, stood alono without any adjuncts 
infront, Ther are, however, the romains of a makdmandapa, 
which was added on in reoent times ; but it is widely difforent in 
construction and in material to tho old temple, and is probably 
not so old as tho British rule in India, ‘Tho object of worship 
inside is named Siddheswar, boing logo lingam, appantly 
in situ. T conclude, therefore, that the tomplo was originally 

. Saivio, Bosides tho lingam there aro inside a naked Jain 
standing figure, a ton-ormed fomalo, anda Ganosa; the Jain 
figure is olonr proof of the existence of tho Jain religion in these 
parts in old times, though I cannot point to the proviso temple 
or spot which was devoted to this soot, ‘Tho tomple had 
subordinate temples disposed round it in tho usual manner ; thero 
were seyon round the throo sides and four comers, ond one in 
front, tho last boing most probably a tomplo to Nandi, the odhana 
of Siva, ‘Tho whole group was onclosed within a squaro brick 
enclosure; subordinate tomplos and walls aro equally in rains 
now, forming isolatod and long mounds rospeotively.” 

Bankwri.—Prinoipal town and administrative headquaxtors of 

the distriot, situated in 23° 14’ N, and 87° 4’ B, on the Kharag- 
pur-Asonsol branch of tho Bongal-Nugpur Railway, ‘Tho town is 
bounded on tho north by tho Gandhoswari, and on the south by 
the Dhalkisor or Dwarkoswar, both rivers uniting at a place called 
Bhitsabar, 3 milos to tho south-east, ‘For munioipal purposos, 
it includes tho adjoining villages of Rampur, Niitanchati, 
Kondudi, Lokpur, Rajgrim, Kinkat, Patpur, Gopintthpur, 
Ladiha, Murré, Kethitrdinga, and Domuriri Gopinithpur, tho 
area thus grouped together for administrative purposos being 
5°96 square miles, ‘The town proper is, however, little moro 
mile in longth from west to east and slightly over balf-a- 

‘proadth from noxth to south, ‘Tho population, according 
to tho oonsus of 1901, is 20,737, of whom 19,583 aro Hindus, 
while 993 are Muhammadans, and 168 are Christians, 

Bofore tho opening of the railway, Binkurd was a small and 
somowhat straggling town, but since then it has been expanding 
greatly, and new houses are springing up in every quarter. The 
number of - those roofed with tiles or built of brick is still 
comparatively small, howover, and almost all are thatched with 
straw. ‘The public buildings, o.g., the public oourls and offices, 
hospital, zenina hospital, jail, post office, and Zila school, lie in 
the south-western quarter of the town near the residence of the 
‘Collector, a fino bungalow in spacious grounds known as, Hill 

. House. A. little further off in the same diredion is tho 
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‘Baropean quarter, with the olronit houso, between which and the 
public offioos aro the police lines, these being the old barracks 
formerly oooupied by tho troops stationed at Binkura, ‘There aro 
threo main roads runing from west to cast through the town, 
‘of which the middle ono is lined with shops and is known as the 
Taser, ‘This is tho morcantilo quarter, tho prinoipal merchants 
‘boing mostly Maxwaris, ‘Thero is also a cizoular road called the 
Pilgrim Bond, as it was made, about 20 yoars ago, in order to 
diyort the stroam of pilgrims, which formerly passed through the 
contre of tho town on tho way to Pal, and thoreby to diminish 
tho danger of contagion and disoase, It branchos off from tho 
Binkur’-Ranjganj road. at the villago of Kesitkol north of tho 
Gandhoswart river, which it crosses in a southerly direction, joine 
ing the Bishnupur road little to tho east of Binkurd at tho 
tavk called Nabin Datta’s tonk. ‘Two markets aro held within 
tho municipality, one in the town and tho other in tho suburb of 
Rajgrim. The former, which belongs to tho municipality, is 
held in masonry structuro built by publio subsoription in 1866, 
tho groater portion of tho oost being oontributod by Rai Gadadhar 
Banerji Babtdur of Ajodhy’, ‘Tho lnttor wos constructed in 
1888 at tho cost of tho munioipality. 

‘Pho town iteolf is modern, and thero is no building of 
antiquarian intorest, ‘Thoro aro a fow Hindu tomplos and a 
Muhammndan mosque, tho oldest tomple boing that of Raghunath 
‘at Rampur, which boars dato 1661 of tho Suka era or A.D, 
1640, A number of tho modern buildings owe their origin to 
tho onterpriso of Europoan missionaries. ‘ho first missionary 
who worked here was the Revd. J. Welthrecht of tho Church 
Missionary Society, who used to visit the town from Burdwin as 
for back a8 1840, Ho nover resided in Bankurd, bat established 
soyoral sdhools, the chiof of which, founded in 1846, has sinoo 
ooome the Zilt school, ‘The first Buropean missionary who mado 
his residence in Bénkuré was tho Rovd. J, R, Brondhoad of tho 
‘Wesleyan Mission, who oommenood work in the your 1877 and 
yosided here for 10 yours, During that time ho built tho present; 
girls’ Training school in the Mission compound, the churob, and 
other property belonging to the Mission in Lalbazar to tho east 
of the town, In 1889 the Kuchkuohia High school was started 
by the Revd. W. Spink, and tho work thus begun has been 
onrried on steadily, ‘The Wesleyan Mission now maintains a 
largo college and High school, a Middle Vernaoular school, 
 fomale Training school, and threo Primary girls’ schools. ‘The 
‘work in connection with the Leper Asylum on the outskirts of 
tho town is also under the supervision of members of the Mission, 
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though the buildings, which wore orected in 1902, belong to the 
Mission to Lopors in India and th East, ‘Tho town also owes 
to tho Mission tho Central Hall noar the post office, built by tho 
Revd. J, W. Duthio in 1899, 

"Tho climate of the town is dry and healthy, ond tho plawo 
is now beginning to be rogarded os a health resort for Indian 
gontlomon, ospooially for thoso suffering from febrile complica. 
tions, with the rosult that soveral residents of Onloutta aro 
building houses in the town, ‘Tho drainage is naturally good 
Tut thoro is diffioalty in obtaining a good supply of drinking 
‘water during tho hot weather, In the months of April, May and 
Tune, tho wator in most of the tanks becomes scanty, and itis 
nooessary for the people to got watar from the Gandhoswat and 
Dhalkisor rivers, ‘The railway station is situated about a milo 
from tho town itsolf and has removed the difficulty of oommunioas 
tion which formerly oxisted, but ont and passonger trafic is still 
impeded to somo oxtent by tho rivers on eithor sido. On tho 
north there is a oausoway aoross tho Gondheswart river, bat it is 
‘often impassable for days ut a time, when tho rivertises in flood 
during tho rains, On tho south the bulk of the traifio is brought: 
by bullooks end bullock oarts along threo main roads to the south 
wost, south and south-enst. As tho river Dhalkisor flows from 
west to east along tho southam portion of the town, each of those 
roads has to cross tho river baforo renohing the town ; and as thoro 
is no causeway across this xivor, and it is a wide strotoh of eand 
during tho hot weathor, tho difficulty of bringing fully loaded 
carts aoross it is considerable, 

‘Bankur’ Subdivision,—Westorn subdivision of the di 
lying betwoen 22° 38’ and 23° 88" N, and botwoon 86° 30 
‘and 87° 26° B. with wn aroa of 1,021 square miles, ‘Tho 
subdivision is bounded on tho north by tho river Damodar, 
which separates it from Burdwin, on the south by Midna- 
spore, on the east by the Bishnupur subdivision, and on tho 
vwost’ hy Minbhim. It is composed of undulating country 
covered in mony places with sorubby jungle, ooppioo wood and 
rooky boulders. ‘The soil is mainly Interite, snd sub-soil water 
4s found at a depth of 80 to 60 foot, after impinging on hard 
solid rook, ‘To the east it merges in the alluvial plain, but to the 
wost tho surfaco is moro irregular, the undulations become 
moro marked, and numerous low junglo-clad hills ooour.. Few 
of the hills are of any groat height, but Susunié is 1442, foot 
and Bihérintth 1,469 foot above sea level, Here, and especially. 
in the Khatrs and Raipur thinas to the south-west, the scenery 
is very like that of Chote Nagpur. The principal rivers aro 
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the Dimodar to tho north, the Dhalkisor and the Gandhoswart, 
which unite at a distanoo of about 8 milos from Bankurl, tho 
Silt, which is a tributary of tho Damodar, the Silai, tho Jay- 
panda ond tho Kasai, which flow through tho south-west, 
and the Bhairabbinki, which flows through the south of the 
mubdivision, i i which ziso in flood 
during hoayy rain and_ as spo 3 but ot times the 
floods in tho Dhalkisor, Damodar, Silai and Knsai last for days 
together, 

‘Tho population of tho subdivision was 712,056 in 1901, as 
compared with 602,857 in 1801, ‘Pho donsity of population is not 
great, for the subdivision, which lies on tho fringe of the Chott 
‘Nagpur platonu, and is loss fortilo and loss thiokly peopled than 
the Bishnupur subdivision, supports only 871 persons to tho 
square mile, It contains 4,069 villages and one town, Bankura, 
the headquarters of the district. 

Bishnupur—Hendquartors of the subdivision of the samo 
namo, situated in 28° 5’ N. and 87° 20’ E. a few miles south of 
tho Dhalkisor river, or municipal purposes the town is held to 
include o number of villages, the area within municipal limits 
being 8 square miles, but the town proper is only about 2 miles 
in length, It has a population, aovording to the census of 1901, 
of 19,090 persons. 

‘Historically, Bishnupur is the most interesting placo in the 
district, as it was the capital of tho Rajis of Bishnupur, who, even 
‘slate as the period of Muhammadan rule, though nominally 
tributary to the Nawabs of Murshidabad, frequently exercised 
independent powers. A skotoh of tho history of the house has 

“boon given in Ohapter II, and it will bo sufficient here to state 
that in the 18th century tho family rapidly declined. ‘They 
were impoverished by tho ravages of the Marithis, and tho 
fomino of 1771 dopopulated thoir torritory and completed their 
ruin, ‘Tho misfortunes of the Raji were aggravated by family 
Aissonsions ond by the crushing weight of land rovenuo, which 
ho was unable to pay, so that eventually his cstate was sold 
dy Government for arroars of revenue in 1806. Their estates 
thus lost, the Rajts wore dopendent upon pensions granted 
by Government and somo rovenuo-tree proporty which they 
~ had originally assigned to various idols. ‘The inoomo of this 
débottar proporty was small, however, and liabilities had beon 
inourrod which no Raja could clear off. So far from decrease 
ing, their debts continued to grow, and gradually most of the 
dabottar property had to be mortgaged or sold to meet th 
‘demands of creditors, 7 
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‘Tho last of the Rajas was Ram Krishna Singh Deb, who did 
leaving no eon, In obedience, it is reported, to tho wishes of 
the Raj, the oldest Rani transferred the properly by a deed of 
gift to Nilmani Singh, a nephew of her husband. He, in his turn, 
Deoame heavily involved in debt, and what little debottar property 
was loft was alionnted by an ijard lonso for 51 years, which, 
howover, is said to bo ignored by his widow. Goyornmont has 
granted a ponsion of Rs, 75 to tho Rajé’s widow for her main- 
tenanco and for the cdnoation of her son, a young boy, named 
Ram OhandraSingh Deb, Othor recipionts of pensions are a niece 
of the lato Raja and two other widows. ‘Though tho title of Raje 
died with Rim Krishna Singh Deb, and his desoondants aro in 
‘such reduced oiroumstances, tho leading representatives of the 
fomily ore still popularly called Rajis or Rants, as the onso 
may be, and aro troated with great respect by the people, 

Other branches of the family aro found in Jamkundi, Indis 
and Kuchitkol, a separation having tee ffeoted after tho 
struggle which, as related in Chapter II, took place at the end of 
the 18th century between the ruling Raja, Chaitanya Singh, 
and hie kineman, Damodar Singh. Damodar Singh mado himself 
anew home at Jémkundi, whore ho commenced building ‘forti- 
fications, which were mover completed. ‘The descendants of 
Ohaitanya Singh ore found in the anoestral home of Bishnupur 
and also at Indés and Kuchitkol, 

Tvidenco of the power once held by the Rajis of Bishnupur 
is afforded by the remains still found in the town, though there 
islittlo beyond a number of temples and some ancient tavks to 
ify tho tradition that “Bishnupur was the most renowned 
city in the world, and more boautiful than the beautiful house 
of Indra in heaven.” Tho buildings, it is said, wore of puro 
white stone; within the walls of the palaoo wore theatres, 
embellished rooms, dwelling houses, and dressing rooms; and there 
‘wore also.a treasury, houses for elephants, barracks for soldiers, 
stables, storehouses, armourios, cto, ‘The city was onoe strongly 
fortified by along connected line of curtains and bastions, moa- 
suring coven miles in length, with small circular ravelins covering 
many of the curtains. Within this outer line of fortifications, 
and west of tho city, lies the oifadel, and within’ this again the 
Reja’s palace, What the palaco may have been in the palmy 
days of its ancient chieftains it is difficult to say, but at prosont 
an insignificant pile of brick buildings, surrounded by ruins, 
marks tho site. A numbor of fino temples still remain, however, 
fo attest the former prosperity of the Bishnupur Raj. ‘Thess 
fomples are situated parily in the modern town of Bishnupur, 
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partly inside the old fort, and partly near the Lalbindh, a fine 
large sheet of water south of the fort. In the town are the 
temples known as Malleswar, Madan Mohan, Murali Mohan, and 
‘Madan Gopil; in the fort aro the Syam Rai, Jor Bangla, Lalji 
and Radhé Syim tomples ; while the Lalbindh group includes 
threo tomples boring tho collootive namo of Jor Mandix, the 
tomples called Kalk Chand, Radhe Gobind, Radha Madhab, 
and another undated temple, oallod Nandalél, Other undated 
tomplos in tho fort aro a duplionto of the Jor Bangla tomplo 
and a fow minor shrines near tho Raja’s palace ; and in the town 
logo to Madan Mohan is anothor undated tomplo in a dilapidated 
atato, 

‘According to Dx. Blooh,’ Suporintondont of the Archieolon 
gioal Survey, Eastom Cirolo, the twolvo dated tomplos rango 
in chronologioal order as follows* : 
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(Gaia 1080) 





Regarding their goneral features Dr. Bloch writos:—"Tt is 
not on account of their age or ‘their historical: associations that 
theso tomples claim tho interest of archmologists, but boowuso 
they ropresont the most completo sot of specimens of tho peculiar 
Bongali style of temple architeoture. ‘This style has not yet died 
out, It will bo familiar to any ono who has taken a trip up 
the Hooghly river from Caloutta, All along tho banks of the 
stream one meets with rows of six to twelve tiny little shrinos 
with curved roofs, arranged in a line, and over theso rise hore 
and there larger buildings with ono to fivo or even moro 

‘Report, Arch, Barv. Bonga) Circle, for 1908-04, and Report, Arch. Surv. 


Ind, fr 190-06 aitcent croslgy te given by Bs Beglat in Rapala 
‘Ach, Surr, Ted., Vox. vin, ppe208-205, 
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small towers. ‘Tho gonoral principle upon which tho last type 
is arranged is fainly simple. Tho temple consists of a square 
building with a ourvod roof ; upon this xisos ono tower in 
tho contre, eithor alone or surrounded by four, eight, and even 
twenty-four small corner towors, Aocording to their number,’ 
tho temple is called panoharatna, naviratna, ote, Tho main. 
building has an open gallery, genorally on throo sides only, 
which murrounds the inner chamber or thalurBari, the room where 
tho image is placed upon tho ved or altar, Stairsload up to tho 
towors of tho roof. ‘Tho outsido walls aro oovered all over with 
small ouryod brick pancls, the oarvings representing riligious 
noonos, generally from tho history of Krishna, or similar favourite 
subjects, . 

tn Bishoupur this type is reprosoutod by tho tomplos of 
Syim Rat and Madan Mohan, built of bricks, and by. thoso of 
Taljs, Radha Syim and Madan Gopi, built of laterite, ‘The 

rbaps the oldest on of the pancharatna 
typo that exists in Bongal. Nowhere outside Bengal proper 
hhas this style of tomplo srshiteoture been found, and owing to 
the late date of all the existing specimens, it is difficult to decide 
whether it existed at all in pre-Muhammadan times, The curved 
‘battlements of the roof, made in imitation of the roof of the ordi- 
nary villege hut, certainly must have been peculiar to tho arobi- 
tecture of Bengal before the Muhammadans took overtho country, 
for they have introduced it into their own buildings, evidently 
adopting merely one of tho characteristio foatures of tho architeo- 
ture of the oountsy. , .. Another typo of modern Bengali temple 
in xopresonted by the Jor Bangla in Bishnupur, In goneral plan 
it differs little from the previous type. The contral thakurbari 
or sanotuary is surrounded on four sides by a gallery and has a 
fow small side chambers, ono for tho stairs lotding up to tho 
tower ontop of the roof. But there is a conspiouous diffarence 
in the elevation of the main building, Asits namo Jor Bangls 
or double bungalow implies, it looks like two. Bengali huts joined 
together. ‘The root likewiso has ono tower in the centre, ‘The 
typo is not so common as the pancharaina or navaratna types, 
Dut is found in othor places besides Bisbnupur.”* 

Altogether four distinot types may be distinguished, ‘The 
first has a singlo squaro tower and is represented by the Mallos- 
‘Tho socond has a singlo towor resting on a square 
Duilding with the ourved Bengali roof ; tho best examples of this 
typo in brick are Madan Mohan, and in laterite Taljt and 
Ratha Sytm. Of the pancharatna type, with five towers on the 


* Report, Aveh, Surv, od for 1908.04, es 
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samo building, the best example in brick is the Sykm Rei temple, 
‘and in latorite the Madan Goptl temple, The fourth type is the 
Jor Bangla type with two buildings shaped like a Bengali hut 
joinod together, with a small tower on top. Among thoso touples 
tho Madan Gopal tomple is uniquo, as it is tho only specimen in 
Intorite of tho pancharatna type. Tho Jor Bangla tomplo is, 
howover, perhaps the most interosting ono from an. arcbsoological 
point of-viow, ‘Tho Syim Rai tomplo has tho finost spooimens 
of onrved tiles, its walls being covered with onrvings in briok ; 
‘nd tho Madan Mohan is also a fino building in fair prosorva- 
tion, with a deep masonry water basin outside the temple court 
to the north, ‘Tho oldest of tho templos is Malleswar, 

‘Tho materials of whioh tho tomples wore built aro either brick 
or: laterite, which ‘is easily obtained in the district. Tho brick 
tomplos aro xichly covered with oarvings, and in spito of tho une 
muitablo material, tho laterite tomplos also havo carvings hore and 
‘thero, but most of the latter have been covered by plaster and 
oement, 

Bosides theso tomples, therois a curious structure outside tho fort 
called the Rashmancha, a high structure which was formerly us0d 
for putting up idols during tho Rash festival in honour of Krishna, 
Tt consists of a square chamber, surrounded on onoh sido by 
throo gallorios, with ton, eight and five arched oponings rospoo- 
tively, and covered by a largo pyramidal roof, Unfortunately, 
tho building is in a vory bad stato of repair, and it would bo too 
costly to rostoro it, ‘Tho masonry work seoms to havo boon pué up 
ina hutry;; and it is now partly fallon and. loosoned overywhoro, 
so that the restoration of the building would prootically involve 
dismantling and rebuilding it entirely. 

‘Tho fort is surroundod by a high earthen wall and hasa brond 
moat round it, Tho approach is through a fino large gateway 
‘built of laterite, with arrow slits on either side of the entrance 
for archers or riflomon. ‘This gateway, which is koown as tho 
Pathar darj4, i, the stone door, has a doublo-storeyed gallory on 
each side of tho oontral passage, but tho floor of the uppor 
storey, which was originally supported by horizontal laterite 
‘boams, is now broken. In tho western wall of the fort is a 
ourious old building consisting of four solid brick walls with no 
‘entrance exoopt from above. It has no roof, and, according to 
Tooal tradition, was a dungoon in which oriminals were thrown 
and left to dio of starvation, their sufferings being aggravated by 
the nails which studded its bottom and sides, It appears more 
probable, however, that: it sorved the proasio but more useful 
purpose of @ water-reservoir, . The fort enclosure is picturesque 
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place and would bo not unlike an English park, wore it not for 
the numerous tomplos soattored over it, 

‘There aro also a number of cannon lying about unoared for. 
Ono of thoso is. remarkablo picoo of iron orduanoe, apparently 
mado of 63 hoops or short oylinders of wrought iron welded 
togethor, and overlying another oylinder, also of wrought iron, 
tho whole being well welded and worked together, ‘The indenta- 
tions of the hammers and tho joining of tho hoops are still plainly 
visible, Though oxposod to all weathers, it is still free from 
rust, and has a black polished surfaco. Its extreme length is” 
12 feot 6} inches, the diameter of tho bore being 11} inches 
at tho muzzle, and’ 11} inches throughout the remaindor of ite 
longth. It is now lying half buried in the ground, and a similar 
gun is said to be at the bottom of one of the lakes, Tradition 
states that a deity gave them to ono of the old Rajés of Bishnu- 
yur, and the one still above ground is held in great veneration 
ay the people, Itisknown as Dalmardan (commonly pronounced 

Dalmadal), and popular legend relates that in the reign of 
Gopal Singh, when Bhaskar Pandit attacked Bishnupur at tho 
hoad of the Marathas, iho god Madan Mohan himself fired it and 
repelled the invaders. 
. Ona high rampart just outside the fort gate aro four more 
cannon, made of wrought iron, about 5 feet long and varying in 
thicknoss from 6 inchos at the muzalo to a foot at the breach. . ‘Tho 
muzzle of one is shaped like a tiger’s head and has omamental 
‘bands round tho barrel; tho others are plainer, but have one 
or two ornamental bands, Two have burst, but the other two are 
still fired once a year to announce to tho dwellers in Mallabhim 
the time of the Sandhi Pijé on the second day of the Durga 
‘Paja festival, One of the former showsolearly enough the way in 
which it was mado, Long bands of iron are placed horizontally 
‘on small iron hoops forming the bore, and this again is covered 
with lager wrought-iron hoops welded togothor, which form the 
outside of tho barrel, It is said that there were formerly many 
more of theso guns, and thet the others are now buried in tho 
moat at the foot of the xamparts, having beon wantonly thrown 
down into it, 

A quaint logond attaches to tho introduotion of tho. worship 
of the god Madan Mohan mentioned in connection with (he 
Dalmardan gun, Avoording to some, the idol of this god was 
originally in tho howso of a Brhman named Dhorani, who was 
‘a resident of a village in pargona Bishnupur. According to 
others, it was in the house of a Brahman of the same name in, 
Birbhiim, part of which lay within, tho territory ruled. bhi 
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the Bishnupur Rajis, Raja Bir Hamby, itis snid, sew this idol 
‘whilo ont hunting, and attracted by its beauty and by a swoot 
scant, rosombling the porfume of a lily, which emanated from it, 
dotorminod to sooure it, ‘Tho Bedlman, however, would not part 
with tho idol, and tho Raja thoroforo slolo and brought it to 
Bishoupur, ‘Tho Brihman wont out in search of his beloved idol, 
‘and at last camo to Bishnupur ; but the idol was kept concoaled, 
and tho wholo town eohood with Zarisankirtan, wndor the orders of 
tho Raja, In dospair, the Brahman wns about to drown himself 
in tho sivor Hirai, when a (oman told him that the Raja had 
hidden away tho idol. 

* Phe Brahman accordingly confronted the Raja, and threatened 
thot unless he showod him tho image of tho god, ho would kill 
himsolf, ‘Tho Raja promisod to show it to him noxt morning, aud 
ordered his artisans to proparo a figure whioh should be its exact 
counterpart, ‘Chis ho tried unsuooesstully to palm off on tho 
Brihman, ond ut last had to show him tho real idol. ‘Tho 
Brahman, howover, still rofused to part with it, until the 
god Madan Mohan himsolf appoared in a droam, and told him 
that he was pleased with tho Raja and would not leave him, 
Aftor that, Madan Mohan romainod at Bishnupur, enjoying 
tho dovout vonoration of its Rojas, and numerous stories aro 
told of his divine powors, ‘Tho original idol was at last lost 
by Rajé Midhab Singh, whon pargana Bishnupur was sold 
for arrears of revenue, The Raji wont to Caloutta to prefer 
an appeal and thus regoin his samindini, taking tho idol 
with him, as ho used to worship it overy day. ‘There ho took 
a loun from Gokul Mitra of Baghbazar, plodging tho idol for 
its repaymont, Tho Raja lost his cass, and Gokul Mitra would 
not allow him to take tho idol away until ho had paid off his 
dobt, As the Raja could not'do this, the idol was kept in 
Ouloutta, and there it has xomained ever since,” ‘ 

In tho vioinity of tho town and within the old fortifications 
there are seven picturesque lakes, called Lilbindh, Krishnabindh, 
Gantatbindh, Jamunabindh, Kelindibindh, Syambindh and 
Pokibandh ; tho gardens and pleasure grounds of the ancient 
Rijis aro said to have boon laid out along tho Lalbindh, Those 
lakes were made by the anoient Rajis, who taking advantago 
of the natural hollows, built ombankments across them so as to 
confine the surfaco drainage. ‘They served to furnish tho city and 
fort with a never failing supply of good fresh water, and also 
helped to flood the moats round the forts, adding greatly to the 
satrength of the place, But unfortunately these Inkes have now 


\ AC Other traitions regarding the Tne of te ial wil bo found on p. 80 
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silted up, and 9 considerable portion has heen oultivated and 
turned into paddy elds, 

Apart from the remains dosoribed abovo, thoro is little of 
{interest in the town, It contains the usual subdivisional courts 
and offices, two Munsifa! courts, a sub-jail, Hligh school, dispensary 
and inspoolion bungalow, which oall for no desoription, ‘The 
railway station is situated a milo from tho town propor, ‘The 
portion of tho town oooupiod by the subdivisional offices goes by 
the name of Marktht Obhtuni, i, the Maritht oamp ; and 
south of it Hes the enteanoo to tho old fortifications which is oalled 
Bir darja, ex, tho warrior’s door, In tho towa proper the 
paucity of good, substantial brick dwelling-housse is somewhat 
noticeable, ‘Tho poople say that the ohief cause of this was tho 
rapacity of former Rajas, which ronderod it dngorous for my 
one to show signa of woalth. Undor these cizonmstanoes, mud 
and thatch proved safor than brick and mortar; and though tho 
immediate oauso has been long siueo xomoved, tho modern. 
townsmen adhere to the unpretentious dwellings of tlueir fore 
fothors, Another striking feature is the numbor of stagnant 
tanks dotted ell over the town, which are often a source of 
disease, ‘Tho chiof industvies oro tho manufactaro of brass and 
boll-metal utensils, conch shell ornaments, silk fabries and tobaceo. 
The silk fabrios and tobacco have more than a local reputation, 
tnd tho scented tobacco mado hore is said to be one of the host 
brands in Bengal. 

Bishnuptir, it may be added, was formorly famous for its 
musioal institutions, and thero are still sovoral Indian musicians 
of somo xenown, as well as a musical school, 

Bishnupnr Subdivision—Wastern subdivision of tho distriat, 
lying botweon 22° 64’ and 28° 25’ N, end betwoen 87° 10’ and 
87° 40’ B,, and extending over 700square miles. It is bounded on 
the north by the river Damodar, on tho south by the districts of 
Hooghly and Midnapore, on tho east by Burdwin, aud on the 
wost by the Binkuri subdivision, ‘Tho subdivision is for thé 
most part a flat alluvial plain prosonting the appoaranco of the 
ordinary paddy fields in Bengal, but in tho western portion, and in 











» the tract bordering on the Midnaporo district, the land is undulat~ 


ing, tho soil is lateritio, and the suzfaoo is oovered with low sora 
jungle. Tho principal rivers are the Dhalkisor, Birai and Sti 
‘The Dhalkisor flows neatly through the middle of tho Bishnupur 
thina from west to east. ‘Tho Birai is a tributary of the Dhol 
kisor, and the Sali enters the subdivision from the west and 
falls into the Damodar. The population was 404,356 in 1901 
against 877,311 in 1891, the density being 578 persons to the 
ue? 
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square mile, It contains 1,523 villages and two towns, vis., 
Bishnupury, its headquarters, snd Sonamukhi, 

Chhatna.—A village in the Bankuri subdivision, situated 
on the Bankuri-Puraliaé road, 8 miles west of the former place. 
Tt contains o police outpost and a station on the Bongal-Nagpur 
Railway. ‘Ther are some remains of archmologioal interest, 
‘of which tho following account is givon by Mr. Boglar in 
The Roports of the Archeoloyiont Survey of India, Vol, VIII. 
“‘The principal romains consist of somo tomples and ruins 
within a brick enclosure ; tho enclosure and tho brick tomples 
that existed baving long beoome mere mounds, whilo the laterite 
tomples still stand. ‘The bricks usod aro mostly insoribed, and 
the inseription gives a name which I road as Konaha Utara 
Raja, while tho pandis read it as Hamira Utara Rje; the dato 
fat the end is tho same in all, viz., Sake 1470. ‘Thero aro 4 
cof tho inscriptions, two ongravod end two 





Nagara, At Daksha’s sacrifice, it is enid, one of the limbs of 
Parvati fell hero, which thonco dorivod its namo of Vasuli 
Nagara or Bibulyt Nagaro, a namo mentioned in tho old Bongali 
post Chandi Dis. Its prosent namo Chhitnt is derived from a 
grove of chdtin or cha’ni trees, which oxistod hore. ‘Tho Rajis 
of tho country were originally Brthmens and lived at Bahulyt 
Nagara. One of them would not worship Parvati undor hor 
form of Visuli Devi, and her favour being withdrawn from him, 
hho was killed by the Simantas (Saonts ?) Santils, who reigned a 
long timo. At Inst, the people rose up and killed all the Saonts 
they could; one man only escaped by hiding in tho house of a 
low. casto pottor (Kumhitr). For this reason, to this day, the 
Saonta will cat and drink with the Kumbars 

“To this man Visuli Devi appeared in a dream, and enoour- 
aged him to try his fortune, assuring him of success. ‘The man 
‘was filled with profound respect for her, and having undorgono 
various fasts, ete, ho gathered together 11 other Saonts and kopt 
wandering in the jungles. Ono day, when vory hungry, they 
met a woman with a basket of kondus on her head. Sho, pitying 
their condition, gave them one apicoo from hor basket; they asked 
for more, and she gave; but ono of them impatiently snatched 
away one from her. Howover, the 12 Saonts were refreshed, and 
the woman: was highly pleased. Calling them, she snid—“Go 
nto the jungle and take 12 kend or kendu saplings, and go and 
fight for your Raj; Vasuli Devi and I will restore your Kaj.” 
‘Phoy accordingly sallied out, killed the Raja, and obtained 
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possession of the kingdom again, ‘These twelve ruled jointly; 
the man who had snatched the send fruit died first; the remaining 
cleyen ruled by tums till, finding it too troublesome, they agreed 
to give the sole power to one of their number. The descendants 
of these men aro tho present Simanta Rajas, who call themselves 
Obhatris, 

“The temple is ascribed to Hamira Uta Raja and the 
legend about it is that Vasuli Devi one night apponred in a dream 
to the Raja, and said—*Bohold, certain cartmen and maidjans 
are passing through your territory and are at this moment under 
& particular treo; they have with them o stone in which I have 
taken up my abode, Take it-and set it up to be worshipped, for 
Tam pleased with you, and will remain with you.” The Raja, 
aooordingly sent men and stopped the makdjans and cartmen, 
and seized the stone in payment of ground rent for the ground 
they had oooupied during the night. He then set it up in the 
temple which we now see.” 

Another version of those legends and a history of the family 
of the zamindars of Ohhatna will be found in the article on 
Samantabhiim. 

‘There is a tank at Ohhatna called Bolpokharia. Although 

small in area, it is deep, and its water never fails. It is believed 
to be very ancient; indeed, the family records of the zamin: 
dars of Obhatna refer to it as in existence before the reputed 
dato of the foundation of their family (1403 A.D.). A quaint 
legend attaches to it. It is said that in the days when the Rajas 
of Obhatna were very powerful and the goddess Vasuli was very 
much revered, a girl about 8 years old asked a sdnkhari, i, 
a woman selling shell bracelets, who was passing hy: the side 
of the tank, to give her some bracelets. The woman having 
enquired who would pay the prico, she replied that her father was 
fa certain Deghoria who worshipped Vasuli, and that he would 
pay her out of the money kept in the wall of his house, On this, 
the woman gave her the ornaments, and going to the Deghoria 
informed him of what had happened and asked for the price of the 
bracelets. The Deghoria, who had no daughter, was surprised, 
and his surprise became the greater when he found money at 
the place mentioned. He then went with the woman to tho 
Bolpokharia tank, and there two hands decorated with the shell 
bracelets appeared above the water. 

_ Chhinpur.—A village in the Bankura subdivision, situated 
about 5 miles south-east of Onda, and 6 miles west of Bishnupur, 
‘at a distance of about a mile south of the Bankura-Bishnupur 
road. It contains a rained temple built of laterite; which is said 
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to havo boeen erected by tho Bishnupur Rajas, Tt is known 
as the temple of Syamsundar Thakur, as it used to contain an 
imago of that deity before it became dilapidated, 

Dhalbhiim.—A name given to parganas Supur ond Ambikt 
, the tract ofscountry comprised within tho Khatra 
. According to tradition, this tract was originally rulod over 
by e Raja of tho washormon east enllod Chintamani Dhoba; and 
the pai or grain moasuxo used in theso parganas is still oallod Chintae 
tnani poi. Legend goes on to say that Dhalbhiim was wrested from 
him by one Jagannath Dob of Dholpnr in Rajputina, who went 
on & pilgrimago to Jagonnith (Puri), and on his way back 
paid a visit to the Nawab at Cuttack, ‘tho Nawab called him 
* Shahaida” menning a prince, and the quick-wittod Rajput at 
once bogged that the tito thus given might bo confirmed. Ploasod. 
by his roady addvess, th Nawab gavo him somo of his troops to 
conablo him ¢o win the title by onving out « principality for him 
olf, Jagannath Dob thon camo to Supar, attacked ond dofoatod 
Chintamani Dhobi, and beoame Raja of Supur, In oommomora- 
tion of this onquest, Jagannith Dob was oalled Dhabal, and 
enjoyed tho title of Shihead’ bestowed on him by the Nawab, 
After 82 gonorntions had passed, tho Supur Raj, ns itis loonlly 
called, was divided in consoquenco of a disputed suocossion, ‘Tok 
Chandra, the elder som of tho Raja, reooiving « 0} annas sharo, 
and tho youngor Khargoswar a 64 cnnas share, ‘Tho formor 
continued to live at Supux, and tho latter sottled at Ambikt~ 
nagar about 8 miles from Supux. ‘Cho desoondants of ‘Tok 
Chandra booame hoavily involved in debt, and tho greater portion 
of tho Supur estate has consoquently been sold. ‘The rosidenoo 
of tho prosent roprosentative of this branch of tho fmily is at 
Khitra about two miles south of Supur. ‘The desoendants of 
Khorgeswar still live at Ambikinagar, but thoir ostato has 
‘boon sold in satisfaction of debts, Both families aro Kebattriyas 
by casto, and are related to the families of Bishnupur, Raipur, 
Syimsunderpur and others, 

Dharapit.—A villago in tho Bisinupur subdivision, situatod 
about 5 milos north of Hishnupur, at a distanoo of 2 milos to the 
west of the Bishnupur-Pénagath road. Tt contains a tomple dedi- 
catod to an idol called Syam Chind ‘Thakur, commonly known 
as Nengtt Thakur ; legond relatos that on the death of the - 
foander of tho tomple tho deity performed his sraddia osromony 
The reputed fomder of the temple ws one Advosh, Raja 
‘of Dharipat ; and tho tomplo has on insoription in Bengali 
characters, in which the date 1626 or 1616 Saka (A.D. 1704 or 
1684) can be made out, - Barren women of the locality visit the 
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shrine, and worship the idol in the hope that by doing so they 
will be blossed with offspring. 

Exteswar.—A village situatod about 2 miles south-east of 
Bankuri on the north bank of tho river Dhalkisor. ‘The villago 
derives its name from a tomple dedioated to Siva, called Ekteswax, 
which is enid to have been built by the Rajis of Bishmupur, A. 
Well in this tomplo contains the symbol. of Siva, a Lingam called. 
nddi, ag it is bolioved that it sprang up miraculously avd was 
not fashionod by mortal hands. Large gotherings, of which » 
description is given below, take placs here every year on the 
ponultimate day of the mouth of Chaitra, and besides that tho 
shrine is visited daily, especially on Mondays, by Hindus who 
come to make offerings or to worship the god. Tho following 
account of the tomple is given by Mr. Boglar in Die Reports of 
the Archeologieal Surcey of India, Vol. VILL, 

‘Tho tomple is remarkable in its way ; the mouldings of the 
basement are the boldest and the finest of any I have seen, 
though quito plain. ‘Tho temple was built of laterite, but has 
had sandstone ond brick additions made to it since, ‘There are 
traoes of throo differont restorations or repairs exeouted to this 
tomplo, ‘Tho first was restoration of the upper portion, which 
had apparently fallen down, In the restoration, the outline 
of tho tower and the general appearance of tho temple before 
its dilapidation appoors to have heen entirely ignored, and a new 
dosign adopted. Aftor this, repairs on a small soalo were omried 
‘out, of which traces aro to be seen in various patchy portions of 
brick and mortar. Lastly, a series of brick arches were added in 
front of the temple. ‘Tho objeot of worship inside is a lingam, 
‘which is said to have thrust iteclf up through tho ground. 
Several piooes of soulpture, both broken and sound, and almost 
“all Brahmanioal, lie in groups on platforms outside, none of any 
special interest and nono insoribed.” ee 

Every year the Olarak Paja is observed at this shrine with 
great enthusiasm, ‘The festival, or para, commences in tho 
middle of the month of Chaitra. On the fourteenth day before 
the end of the month the pat bkak/d, os the chiof dovotoo is 
called, shaves and prepares himself to live the life of an ascetio 
till the close of the festival. Long before the dawn of the next 
day, the loud sound of tho drum awakens tho slevping inbabitants 
of the neighbouhood and reminds them that the great parab has 
woached. On this day tho pat bialia is admitted, for the 
timo being, into the order of devotees, and wears the wilariya’ or 
sacred thread. ‘Thenceforward, he daily takes out from-the 
temple the pat or snored seat, consisting of a wooden plank 
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studded with iron nails ond having an iron pillow, and bathes 
it in a neighbouring tank. ‘From day to day the number of 
devotees incroases, Clad mostly in coloured clothes, with nothing 
but coloured napkins to protest their heads end shoulders from 
the summer sun, those devotoss proveed in batches to and from 
the temple, with baskets of flowers or garlands in thelr hands, 
followed by the beating of drums, ropeating loudly and forvently 
‘the various names of the god Siva, On the 27th day of the 
month the majority of tho diakds booome initiated ; and on the 
28th (or the 20th, if the month bas $1 days) on what is known as 
the phalthanga day, they ont nothing but fruit, and have by immo- 
smoriel custom liberty to take fruit from any tree or garden they 
ike, ‘The next day, known as the dadugiala day, is the most 
important day of the fostival, for it is tho parab or g@jan day. 

On this day a meld or foir is held within a spacious 
compound gdjoining the temple, which is attonded by thoussnds 
cof people of all classes, male and fomale, young and old, from 
covery part of the neighbouring country, all in thoir best attivo. 
‘The crowd. becomes larger as tho day advances, and is at its 
largest in the afternoon, ‘Tho wholo place is a lively market, 
where articles of the most misoollanoous description, including 
toys and clay figures for children, aro oxposed for sale. Just 
before evening the pat is taken to tho rivor yhdl, is thero 
‘worshipped hy tho devotoos, and is then carried back to tho temple, 
with the pat Uiakta lying upon it, on his back, followed by’ the 
crowd of devotees, ‘The pathway from tho river ghd to the 
temple is filled with a long procossion of devotees, attired in 
their peculiar manner, with reeds, baskets of flowers, and garlands 
in their hands, round their heads, and round their necks. 
‘They havo fasted tho whole day, and have not had even 
a drop of water to moiston thoir lips, but repeat as usual, in 
loud voices, the various names of the great deity, and soatter 
flowers over the pat ; hero and there ono sees solitary bhak!as not 
walking on foot but rolling on the ground towards tho temple. 
Later on, the pathway is illuminated, not by oil lamps or candles, 
but by numbers of fenialo dovotecs carrying on their heads 
earthen pots filled with burning charooal, kept alive by pouring 
powdered resin over it, As night advances, the crowd gradually 
‘withdraws, and only a few spectators remain to pass the night 
in the holy place. Among other coremonies porforméd in the 
darkness ewhich follows, # great firo is lit, which is eaid to be an 
imitation of tho cremation of a sa/s or virtuous wife with the 
corpse of her husband, the coromony being therefore called 
aatidaha, 
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‘Tho last (Sankranti) day of Obsitra was the day set apart for 
charak or swinging, which was formerly regularly practised bub 
hhas now been given up. Karly on the morning of the Sankranti 
day, @ coremony Known as dgun eannyds, ic., walking over 
burning cherooal, took plos. A long post of strong ef! wood, 
over 80 feot high, was set up in the open ploin-adjoining the 
temple. The top had a strong pivot, to which was affixed a largo 
cross beam, about 24 fect long, whioh rovolved round it, about: 
two-thinds being on one side and one-third on the other, A long 
rope was tied firmly to and suspended from tho end of the 
smaller portion of the beam. At the other end was fastened 
another short rope witha large hock affixed to its lower end. 
‘This structure was known as the charak gachh or swinging treo, 
On one sido of it, a raised roctangular platform, about 20 feat 
high, was formed by placing four beams upon four posts planted 
in the ground with slender oross-beams over thom, 

‘Whon the people were ready, the ciurak post was ssnotified 
by apriest with the customary pia. ‘Tho smaller arm of the 
whirling oross-beam at tho top was turned and brought over 
the wooden platform. ‘The man who wos to swing climbed the 
platform by a temporary stairenso of wood with some other 
devotees, while two more stood below holding the longer rope 
in thoir bands, When he was ready, thoy would reduce -the 
prossure on tho ropo, so az to make the arm of the oross-beam 
on their sido go up and the other arm bend down. The hook 
was then thrust through the flesh on tho back of the man; but 
if ho showed any signs of fainting, he was not allowed to 
undertake the risk of awinging, Otherwise, ho was lifted off 
foot by the men below pulling down the other end: of the 
; and one or both of them holding the large rope went 
quickly round the post, s0 as to whirl the man in the air. This 
continued for 10 or 15 minutes, according to tho man’s power 
of endurance, the dovoteo all the while uttering the names of 
Mahadeva aud soattering flowers upon the assombled worshippers 
below. His tum being over, the others would follow him one 
by ono until it was time for them to disperss.? 

Tndas,—A village in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 10 
miles north of Kotalpur. It is the headquarters of a thina, 
and contains a High school and sub-registry office, Some 
descendants of the Bishnupur Rajas reside in the village, 

‘Jamkundi—A village in tho Bishnupur subdivision, situated 9 
niles east of the Jayrirapur ontpost and about 12 miles north-east 
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of Bishnupur. It was formerly tho hoadquarters of an old family 
of mmindérs belonging toa collateral branch of the Bishnupur 
Rajis. Raja Gopal Singh, one of tho most famous Rajts of 
Bishnupur, who flourished in the frst half of the 18th century, 
hhad two sons, the older of whom suoceoded his father, whilo the 
younger was given the j@yir of Jamkundi, which was afterwards 
‘converted into a asmindési. Damodsr Singh, tho claimant of tho 
Bishnupur Raj at tho closo of the 18th oontury, sottled hore and 
commenced making fortifications, which, howover, wero never 
comploted. Nar Singh, tho Inst of the Hine, died without issue, 
and his widow adopted Surendra Nath Singh Deb, a son of Rai 
Radha Ballabh Singh Dob Bahidur of Kuchiakol. ' On his doath 
jn 1888, after ho had attained his majority and suooooded to 
the estate, tho zamindari reverted to the widow of Ner Singh, 





Ehatrs.—A villago in tho houdquartors subdivision, situated 
23 milos south of Bankura. It is tho hondquartors of a (hina, 
‘and contains a Munsif's court and a sub-rogistry offioo, It has 
long boon the headquarters of an influential family of zamindirs, 
‘an account of whose history will be found in the article on 
Dhalbhiim. 

Kotalpur.—A villago in tho Bishnupur subdivision, situatod 
21 milos oast of Bishnupur. Tt is tho headquaxters of a police 
station and contains a Munsif’s court, sub-togistry office, dis- 

, and High sohool. Weaving is the principal industry, 

cloth for tents, bandages, ote., being manufactured in the villago 
and in its neighbourhood, 

Kuchiskol.—A villago in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 
10 miles south-oast of Bishnupur and 5 miles south of 
Taypur police outpost. It contains a High school and Middle 
‘Vernacular school, and is a centro of betel cultivation, A largo 
tank, onlled ‘Telibéndb, on the north-west of the village forme tho 
sourdo of a small rocky stream. Tho villago is the headquarters 
of a family of zamindérs, belonging to a collateral branch of 
the Bishnupur Rajis. The founder of the family was Nimai 
Singh Deb, tho second son of Raja Chaitenya Singh Deb, who 
purchased 22 mavefe when pargana Bishnupur was sold for 
arrears of rovenno in the beginning of the 19th century. His 
grandson, Radha Ballabh Singh Deb, received the title of Rai 
Bahfdur in recognition of his good services and the publio spirit 
he displayed during tho faraine of 1874. 

Lokpur.—A villago in the Bisbnupur subdivision, situated 4 
rules north-west of Kotalpar. It contains a shrino held in great 
yeneration by the Muhammadans of tho neighbourhood, who 
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make vows and offeiings there. ‘Tho loodl legond oonniocted with 
this shrino is that many generations ogo a saint named Ismail 
Ghazi, who was a notable champion of Islim, warred against 
tio Hinda Raja of Goch Mandiran end wos killed in battle, 
His hoad was removed miraculously, but a single drop of blood 
Gropped on the spot where tho shrino now stands. ‘The latter is 
built of stono, and is said to have boon exooted in tho course of a 
single night, ‘The shrino is in chargo of a family of looal fekirs, 
somo tovenue-fros Innds being assigned for its maintenance, In 
tho adjoining district of Hooghly there is a legend that Shih 
Temail Ghisi invaded Orissa with suooets and was falsely acoused 
by a Hindu of attempting to set up an independent kingdom at 
Mandiran. Ho was oalled to Gnur and there beheaded by. tho 
order of Hussin Shih, ‘The hondless trunk stmightway mounted 
horse which stood near, and rode off to Mandaran, where it was 
Durie. “It seems af least an historionl fact that Temail was a 
goneral of Husain Shah, who invadod Orissa in the beginning 
of tho 16th contmy, gainod a victory over tho Ovissan army and 
then returned to Mandaran (the moder Bhitargorh in. the 
Hooghly district), where ho built a fort in which he lies 
buried. 

Maliard,—A village in the north of the headquarters 
subdivision, situated a fow miles south of the Damodar, 5 miles 

_ west of Barjoré. It oontains a charitable disponsary ond the 
residence of one of the lending zamindars of the district, 

"Tho family traces its descont hack to Deo Adharya, who 
accompanied Man Singh, the well-known Hindu general of tho 
Emperor Akbar, to Orissa, but instead of returning to his eounizy 
with Man Singh, soitled at Maliar, Having subdued the 
robbers and dacoits who at that time ravaged the country under 
tho leadership of 12 chieftains, he cleared away jungle, and 
Drought the land under cultivation, Eventually he reosived a 
sottloment of (alu Miliéxa from the Nawéb of Murshidabtd, 
together with the title of Raja; ond after his death his 
descendants continued to hold it’on payment of tho fixed 
revenue to the Nawib. According to the family records,’ the 
third of tho Tine had a feud with the Rajé of Bishmupur, in 
tho course of which ho was troacherously killed after several 
attles, and his son Gopal Das Adharya was forocd to pay 
revenue to the Rajé of Bishnupur. But the Bishnupur Raj 
family declare that he was killed in opon battle, after Bir Singh 
of Bishnupur had boen forced to invade his temitory in oouse- 
quence of his oppression of tho people. However this may be, it 
appears that his descmdants continued to pay revenue to the 
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Rijs of Bishnupur ; and at tho time of tho decennial sottloment, 
Tai Singh roooived the sottlomont of his zamindari at the hands 
of tho British Government, ‘Tho prosont samindax of Malitra 
is Babu Raj Nuriyon Obandradharya, whose rontal is roported 
to bo Rs. 20,783 a yoar, the land xovonue demand being 
Ra, 4,977, Ho is a Kanooj Brahman by caste, and is known 
looally as Raja, 

Raipur—A villago in tho oxtremo south of tho Bankurd 
subdivision, situated close to tho southorn bank of the Kasai 
river, 86 miles south of Bankurl. It contains a sub-rogistry 
office, police thinn and charitable disponsary. It was for many 
generations the headquartors of an infuontinl family of zamin- 
dirs, ‘Tradition relotes that tho founder of tho family was a 
Ohaahin Rajput, who came from Rajputina during the reign of 
Mughal emperors, subdued the surrounding country, and assumed 
the title of Sikhar Rajs, ‘Tho family founded by him has 
continued in this part of tho district and forms tho subject of 
several traditions, ‘Tho last Raji of tho family, having lost his 
principal gonoral, Miran Shahe, ina battle with tho Marithas, 
Tommittod ouleidd by jamping, with his wife and dildren, into « 
tank called Sikhoratyar. ‘This is a largo doop tank to tho south 
of an old fortifoation called Sikhargarh, which is said to 
contained the residenoo of Sikhar Raja; ruins of buildings and 
tempos ao afll to bo fond. within it. On tho wortorn fwak of 
tho tank lies tho tomb of Miran Shiha; ho is rogardod as a saint, 
and vows aro still offorod at his tomb, It is said that, after the 
death of the last Sikhar Raja, his purohit or spiritual guide 
suooeeded him and lived at tho village of Gurapira noor 
Raipur, but oventually the ostato passod: to Fateh Singh, a 
younger brother of Raja Krishna Singh of Bishnupux, who had 
been driveri away from Bishnupur, and token shelter with the 
Raja of Barabhiim., He overoamo tholast Raja of the family 
of the Sikhar Raji’s purofit, settled at Reipur, and was granted 
a sanad by the Nawab of Murshidabid, whon he passed through 
this part of the country on his way to Orissa, ‘Tho zamindii is 
involved in debt, and is now let out on dard to Mossrs. Gishorno 
& Oo, in satisfaction of debts, 

‘Near Raipur there is a tank, onlled Sankhiris, on tho bank of 
which isa shrine of the goddess Mahimays. A legond is told 
sbout the tank similar to that already montioned in tho 
article on ObhAtns. ‘Tho goddess, it is said, assumed tho form of 
‘a git] and obtained a pair of bracelets from a sdnkhart or acller of 
ch. shell ornaments. Next day a Brahman saw the miraoulous 
vision of a pair of hands, with these bracelets on the wrists, 
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uplifted sbove the water of the tank, ‘That night he dreamt that 
the goddess appeared to him and told him to go early in 
tho morning to the tank, whero he would find a'piooo of atone, on 
which her imago would appear, ‘Tho Brthman did so, and 
having found tho slono, installed it on tho bank of the tank as 
tho roprotentation of tho goddess Mahimnys, ‘Tho Rajt of 
Raipur thon built » shrino for hex, and made grants of ront> 
4100 londs for tho maintonsnoo of her worship. 





048 les from Avurpuch, Ib conliaa 0. atxine vith an idat 
of Rim Krishna, of which the following legend is told. A holy 
sddiw camo from the north-west with two idols, one called. Ram 
(Balarém) and tho other Krishna, and lived in the jungle near 
Sabrikon, Ono day when ho was away begging, the idols 
assumed the form of two boys and bogan to dance round the hut. 
A milkman happened to bo passing by on his way to Bishnupur, 
and the boys handed him mango, which they told him to give 
to the Raji. On his arrival at Bishoupur, however, the milkman 
forgot all about it, and that night both he and the Raja ‘dreamed 
about tho mango. Next morning, while he was going to the 
Raja with the mango, ho met a messenger who was coming for it. 
‘Tho Raja, having heard his story, sot out to see the boys, but 
they were no longer to be soon. Ho begged the sidiu to give 
him the idols, and the latter at last consented to give him one 
‘of the two, It is not known which he gave, and henoe the idol 
is called by the joint nomo Ram Krishna. Tho Raja erected 
‘@ temple for the idol and made grants of land for the main- 
tenance of its worship. The idol is of black stone and little 
Diggor than half a oubit, but is rogarded as being vory boautiful, 
Tt is said that no bird oan fly over the top of the temple, for on 
‘attempting to do eo, it falls down sonscloss. Tho tomple of Ram 
Krishna stands on the bank of a rivulet oalled Puranadhar, 
Whigh is said formerly to havo lowed round the tomplo ; it 
driod-up bod oan sill bo seen on tho north and onst. 
Simantabhiim.—A name given to the tract of country now 
comprised within the Ohhitna outpost, ‘Phe traditional history of 
this tract is that it was conquered in 1925 Saka or 1408 ‘A.D: hy 
‘ono Sankha Rai, o Samanta or gonoral of tho emperor of Delhi 
who had fallon into disfavour and rotumed to his homo at tho 
village of Bahulinagar, ‘Tho tutelary goddess of the village was 
‘Vasuli, who appeared to him in a dream and instructed him to 
proceed towards the cast and settle at a villngd called Obhatna, 
hore thorg was a tamk called Bolpokharie, whero the goddess bid 
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she would come after two generations, Sankha Rai accordingly 
came to Chhitni and having settled there, enriched himself 
by giving protootion to all silk-merohants who passed through 
this part of the country, His grandson, Hamir Uttar Rai, 
onlargod tho territories to which ho succooded and was given 
tho title of Raja by the Muhammadan Nawib, Ho was, wo 
are told, a pious Hindu, who rovered Brahmans, cherished tho 
poor, amd spont his days in tho worship of tho gods. His pioty 
was rewarded ; for ono night ho droamed that the goddess 
‘Visuli appeared bofore him, and suid—~T am ploased with your 
devotion and have como from Bahulinagar with a band of tradors 
in the shapo of grindstone. Go thou, thorofore, to them and. 
did them give you the grindstone,” ‘Tho Raja obeyed the goddess 
‘and placed tho stono in a tomplo which ho had built for it. On 
the stone there appeared an image, and from that day to this it 
has been worshipped as the goddess Vasuli. 

‘This Raja was succeeded by his son Bir Hambir Rai, during 
whose reign one Bhawani Jhirah, with the assistance of the 
Raja of Pénchot, attacked Chhuina and nearly extirpated all 
the members of tho Raj family, the Simantes. Twelve of 
them eseaped and fled to Silda (now in Midnapore), but after 
a time camo back to Oblitni, killed the usurper, and regained 
tho Raj. These twelvo were sons of Bir Hambir Rai ond 
ruled over the Raj by tum for a month at a time, During 
their reign, it is said, Nisunka Narayan, a Kshattriya of Siktiri 
Fatehpur, came to Chhétnd on his retum from Jagannath, 
and found such favour with tho twelve brothers that they 
gave bim one ‘of their danghtors in marriago, mado him 
ruler of the country in their stead, and bestowed upon him 
the title of Simantibaninath, i, king of tho land conquered by 
the Simantas, ‘This title the representatives of the family 
still hold. 

Of the three successors of Nisanka Nirdyon tradition has 
nothing of interost to relate, but tho fourth of the line founded 
by him, Khara Bibik Narayan, is said to have givon shelter to 
the Rajé of Panchet, whon ho fled from his territory on account 
of somo domestio feud, and to havo built a temple for tho goddess 
‘Vasuli in 1656 Soke or 1636 A.D. He was killed by his son, 
Swarip Nérayon, during whose time tho Marathis mado an 
inroad into his torritory, ‘The Raja, wo avo told, defeated thom 
in a pitched battle, cut off the heads of 700 of them, and sont 
them to the Nawab of Mursbidibid who, pleasod with this heroio 
eed, granted the Raja a rent-free pa/ta of the whole zamindari, 

» which grant was called Hindu Harami, He wns succeeded by 
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his son Lakshmi Nariyan, who for some time enjoyed the 
semindiri rent-free, and when the British dominion was 
established, wont to Midnapore and took settlement of it at an 
annual revenue of 2,144 sicoa rupecs. Of tho zamindirs who 
suooseded him there is little of intorest to relate, In the time 
of the rebellion of Gangd Narayan, tho then proprietor of the 
estate rendered loyal nid to Government; and during the Mutiny 
Ananda Tal sent 400 mon and a cannon to Parulié to assist the 
authorities, ‘The estate is now involved in debt, and the greater 
portion of it has been let out in ijara to Messrs. Gisborne & Co, 
‘The head of the family is still popularly called Raja, although 
Government doos not recognize the title. 

Sareng’.—A village in the extreme south of the Binkuri 
subdivision, situated about 5 miles south-east of Raipur. Thero 
was formerly an indigo factory here; and tho place contains a 
station of the Wesleyan Mission, of which an account will be 
found in Chapter TIT. 

Simlapal—A village in the Pankurt subdivision, situated 24 
miles south of Bankurt. It is the headquarters of an old family 
of zamindis, who traco back their deszent to one Sripati Mahi- 
pitra. According to the account given in the article on ‘Tungbhiim 
(compiled from information furnished by former zamindars of 
Syamsundarpur and Phulkusma). Svipati Mahapstra was thé 
spiritual guide ond genoral of Nakur Tung and was 
grant of pargana Simlipil when the latter conquered Tungbhiim, 
But the Simlapal family stato that Sripati Mahspttra came from 
Bir-Rémchandrapur in Cuttack to Simlaptl, while on a pilgrimage, 
and conquered the surrounding country, now known as parganas 
Simlaptl and Bhélaidiba, At first, the- whole samindtri_ was 
called pargana Simlapil, but after the death of the seventh Raja, 
Ohiranjib Singh Chaudhuri, it was divided, as in the caso of 
the zamindaris of Supur and Ambikinagar, Syamsundarpur and 
Phulkusma, between two brothers, Lakshman Singh Chaudhuri 
and Laskar Singh Chaudhuri, ‘The elder brother got a 10-annas 
share, now oslled pargana Simlapal, and the younger brother 
a G-annas share, now called pargava Bhalaidiha, The heads of 
oth families, who are Utkel Brahmans by caste, are generally 
called Rajas and bear tho appellation of Singh Chaudhuri; other 
members of the family are called Mahtpfitras. 

Sonamukhi.—A town in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 
21 miles north of Bishnupur and 11 miles south of Panagarh 
railway station, It was conatituteda municipality in 1886, the area 
within munioipal limits being 4 square miles, The poptilation, 
nooording to the census of 1901, was 18,448, of whom 13,261 were 
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Hindus and 185 wore Muhammadans, while there were two persona 
belonging to other religions. , ‘the town. containe a High English 
school, sub-registry office, charitable dispensary, and inspection 
bungalow, and is the headquarters of a police thana; thoro is 
aleo.a High school opened in 1887 in commomoration of the 
Tubilee of Queen Victoria, 

Formerly a largo factory of the East India Company was 
established here, and numbers of weavers were employed in 
cotton-spinning and cloth-making, One of the catliest notioos 
of Sonimukhi ooours in the records of the Board of Revenue, 
and consists of a complaint made by tho Company’s Com 
mercial Resident stationed thore regarding obstruction to trade by 
the Raja of Burdwan, upon which an officor was deputed to make 
an enquiry, and the Raja was forbidden to interfere in any 
way with the commercial business of the Company’s factories, 
‘The.infroduotion of Hnglish pioos-goods lod to tho withdrawal of 
the Company from this “trade, for the looal products wero not 
able to compete with imported European articles. Formerly 
lso. the town oontained an indigo factory and a Munsif’s 
court. 
‘At presont silk weaving, pottery making and the manufacture 
of shellac are the principal industries of the place. ‘The industry 
Jast named was till 10 years ago largo and prosperous, and there 
‘wore several Ino faotories established hy the locul merchants in 
the Ranchi distriot, to which artisans were sont from Sonimukhi, 
‘The towh itself contains a templo called Girigobardhan, which 
is reported to be a tine specimen of architecture and soulpture, 
‘There aro numerous tanks, tho biggest of which in the otro 
of the town is known simply as tho Sayar. ‘Thero is also a 
shrine dedicated to a looal saint named Menobar, which is a 
place ot pilgrimoge viritoed by many Vaishnavas, A. large 
gathering of Vaishnavas takes place annually and lasts three 
days, commencing on Srirdmnavami day, i.e, generally in the 
month of Chaitra, 

‘The legend about the saint is os follows. ‘There was a very 
dovout Bréhman, nomed Sririm Das Adhikesi, at Sondmukhi. 
One day, when he was worshipping his god Sydmsunder, the 
beauty of a milkmaid caused his thoughts to wander, and shamed 
of his weakness he cut off his genitals and, died, ‘This Br&hman, 
left a sn and a daughter, both of whom were minors, ‘Two days 
after his death, a Vaishnava came to the temple of Syémsundar 
and stated that he had been sent by the deceased Adhikari, who 
was going to Brindaban, to look after his children and the god 
Syamsundar. ‘This Vaishnava was Manohar Dis, He brought up. 
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tho children end married tho daughter ‘to a Brihman, whose 
oscondants booame afterwards priests (sbaits) of tho deificd saint, 
‘Manohar performed many miracles, oured incurable diseases; and 
after his death became the deity’ of the Tintis (weavers) of 
Sénamukhi, who thon formed the bulk of tho population of tho 
town. ‘Tho Téntis sot apart a amall portion of their income for 
the maintenance of tho shrine and for the celebration of an 
annual fostival, bosides gifts at the marringe of gitls and othor 
donations, A pair of wooden snndals are placod over the tomb, 
‘and aro worshipped. by the votatios, 

‘Tradition says that the town owes its name to a goddess 
Sondmukht (tho golden-faood), tho nose of whos» image war 
‘broken off by tho fomous Muhammadan iconoclast, Kalapihar, 

SonAtapal.—A villago in tho Binkuri subdivision, situatod 
4 milos oust of Binkurt on tho bank of tho Dhalkisor, It 
contains n largo templo asoribed to tho,Rajas of Bishnupur, of 
which the following account is given” by Mx. Boglar in The 
Reports of Archeological Survey of India, Vol, VIIZ. “Two 
miles north-oast of Iktoswar is tho villago of Sonttapal; it is 
situated at tho point whore the Dhialkisor river splits into two, to 
join again lower down, Of the two channels, the one to the left 
js tho main ono now, but, I think,'the other ono was the prinofpal 
‘one before ; tho sandy bed marking its formex extont shows that it 
was larger than tho left channel. Near tho junotion or fork of 
tho two channels is a tall brick templo, solidly built of brioks 
monsuring 12 inches by 8} inchos ; thirty-throo courses of bricks 
swith tho interposed mud comont make up 7 foot of height, ‘Tho 
temple is remarkably solid, the dimensions of tho sonotum inside 
boing only 12 feet square, but the great height and the material, 
brick, nood a-greater thickness than stone, ‘The roof of the coll 
hogins to contmnot by overlapping courses at a hoight of 18 foot, 
‘Tho overlaps aro at first of six courses oach, thon after four such 
overlaps there are five overlaps of five courses each, aftor which 
the overlaps aro of four, and subsequently of threo and of two 
courses each, ‘Tho entrance is of the usual stylo of overlapping 
openings; it is 6 fect 1 inch wide. Tho overlaps aro one of six 
courses, two of five courses each, sven of four courses each, five 
of. three courses each, and one of two oourses, there being altoge- 
ther 61 courses disposed in 16 overlaps on each side to the point 
where the two sides of the triangle approach to within 4 inches 
of each other. ; 

“The tomple stands on a high plinth, now « shapoloss mound. 
Tt does not appear, from the absonoo of tho dividing sill in the 
opening, that the tomple had any mandapain front, and theugade 
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is indeed complete as it is, there being no part or line where the 
walls of any chamber or structure in front could touch the present 
fagade without hiding some omament, or falling upon some 
moulding or ornamental sculpture, ‘The long platform, therefore, 
in front of the tomple (now a torrace of earth and rubbish), 
must have been meant for open air gatherings, as is common to 
this day, especially in melas or fairs, or for a subordinate temple 
facing the main one, Closo to tho temple, and on the low ground, 
which in floods is under water, are several mounds, which still 
yield bricks. ‘Tho mounds, as well as the templo, aro ascribed to 
Salibahan, and tho mounds near tho river are said to bo parts of 
his garh, the other parts having been washed away by the left. 
hand channel, when the main stream first took that direotion ; the 
‘old namo of tho place is said by somo to have beon Himiradiingt, 
‘Tho tomplo was covered with plaster, and richly and profusely 
omamented. ‘Tho plastes, from its ornamentation, comesponding 
in all parts with the out brick ornamentation below, I consider to 
have formed part of the original design, and not, as is too ofton 
tho oaso, added gfterwards. ‘Tho plaster has, however, come off 
in most parts; the top of the temple has disapponred long ago, 
‘and is now a shapoloss mnss of rain, on which young troos are 
allowod to tako root and flourish undisturbed. It is pity that 
fine temple, as this must have beon, should havo beon allowed to 
eoay.”” 

Susunid,—A hill in the Bankura subdivision, situated about 
12 miles north-west of Binkurl, rising to a height of 1,442 foot 
above sea-level, To the Jooal sportsmon it is well known as the 
resort of bears, panthors, hyenas, and othor wild animals, which 
find shelter among its rocks and caves. ‘The hill is also an object 
‘of interest to tho Indian community from a religious point of 
view. There are two springs near the foot of the hill, and close 
to ono of these is a shrine sacred to Nar Singh, Hero crowds 
assemble overy yoar, and in tho usual Indian fashion commingle 
their devotions with the worldly oooupations of sale and barter. 
Commercially, Susunié is a valuable property, being to all 
appearances ono vast quany, practically inexhaustible, its ciroum+ 
forence being over six miles, The mineralogical character of the 
stone is as follows. It is a pogmatite (quarts and felepar), in 
which the proportion of felspar is so small that it may be termed. 
‘ hard, fine-grained, groyish-white laminated sandstone, with 
minute cloudy veins of bitaniferous iron in very fine granular 
spooks of much brillianoy when scen in a bright light. Tho 
effects of these cloudy veins is to give to the polished surface 
of tho stone the appearance of a vory coarse, dull, yellowish 
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grey marble speckled with black, Quarries were first opened 
in Susunit in 1859 by tho lato Mr, Donald Campbell Mackey 
of Caloutta and wore subsoquontly worked for many yours by 
tho Burdwin Stone Company. ‘The Company, howover, was 
obliged by financial considerations to close its operations, and 
disposed of its property in tho hill. Rooontly, quanying work 
‘was resimed during tho construction of the railway through 
the distriot, whon stone was required by the Railway Company 
for the line. Quarrying is carriod on by blosting out largo 
Dlooks, which are afterwards split by stool wedges into tho 
required sizas, ond dressod in tho usual way. As compared with 
tho stono of somo other Indian quarrios, that of Sosunia is 
Anterior to tho produots of Chunar and Mirzipax, but is moro 
valuable than that of Bartkax.* 

Tolishyax.—Soo Jamkundi, 

‘Tungbhiim.—A namo givon to tho trot of country lying in 
the south of the Reipur thina, ‘Twadition relatos that it was ao 
called aftor Nakur ‘Tung, a doscondant of Tung Deo, who camo 
from tho banks of tho river Grandaki on pilgrimage to Jagannath, 
whore, by thofavour of tho god Jagannath, ho was mado king of 
Purt, His grandson, Gangadhar ‘Tung, was informed by Jagan- 
nith that aftor him there Would bo no king of his line in Pui, 
find that therefore his son should chenge his namo and go to somo 
other countsy, whore ho would bo king. Accordingly, Gangidhar 
‘Tung’s son, Nakur Tung, taking with him his wifo, his treasuro 
and somo soldiers, left Purt in 1270 Saka (1348 A.D), and after 
10 yoors of wandoring sottled in 1358 A.D, at Tikarpira, a 
villago noar Syimsundarpur, 

At that time, tho part of the district now comprised within 
parganas Shyimsundarpur, Phulkusma, Reipus, Simlpil, and 
BhAlaidiht, was called Rajagrim, It had hitherto been ruled 
by a Raji oallod Simantasar Raja; but this Raji having, wo aro 
told, been destroyed with his whole family by “jumping into 
firo,” tho country romained without a ruler and was overrun by 
robbers. Nakur Tung, having subdued the robbers and taken 
possession of tho country, oalled it Jaganndthpar in honour of 
Tagannath, whose idol ho bad brought with him, and himsolt 
assumed the titlo of Raja Ohbatra Nardyan Deb, Ho brought 
with him 252 fomilios of Utkal Brthmans, whose descendants 
aro now numerous in, this part of tho distriot. ‘To one of thoso 
Brihmans, Sripati Mahapitra, who was his spiritual guido and 
had acted as a general during the campaign, the Raji made over 


* Susunit Stone Quarries, Statistical Reporter, 1876, 
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the territory now known as parganas SimlApil end Bhalaidibs, 
while» further gemmt of tho land now called pargana Raipur 
vwas given to a membor of the Sikhar Raj fomily. During the 
time of tho sixth Raja, Lakshmt Natyon Dob, who boforo his 
rmuooossion was ealled Syimsundar Tang, w disputo axoso botwoon 
him ond his brother Mukut Néxtyan, which endod in tho 
apportionment of the Raj botwoon thom, ‘Tho portion that fell 
‘on the lot of the older, is now called pargana Syimsundarpur, 
and that which formed tho share of the younger, Phulkusms, 
‘Tho Permanent Sottloment of the two parganas was made with 
Raja Sundox Naviyan Dob ond Réjé Daspn Naxtyan Dob 
respectively, ‘Tho zamiudir of Phulkuama has lost his property, 
fas it has baen sold in consoquonoe of debts, whilo the xoprosontae 
tives of tho Syimaundarpur family aro in’roduood cixotumstances, 
portions of tho estate having boon sold for liquidation of debts, 
‘hilo tho remainder is onoumbered, 

To this day pargancs Syimsundexpur ond Phulkusmi aro 
generally callod Tungbhiim or Tungibant, i, tho land of 
Tung, Mombors of tho zaminddy’s family’ aro stylod Tung or 
‘Tungabaninath, and aro also called Bara ‘Tung and Chhote Tang 
respectively, ‘Thoy aro Kshattriyns by onsto and aro connooted 
with tho familios of Bishnupur, Raipur, Supwr, &o, 

Vishnupur.~See Bishnupur, 
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‘Kiimai river, dosoription of, 7; naviga~ 
ton on, 122, 

5, Onllector of Bishnnpur, 82-94, 





Keshabpar, 110, 

Kesibkol, 154. 

Kate or tamser alk cloth, 109 

Kharagpor-Asunsol branch ling, 119, 

Khatnager, 136, 

Kates, rainfall of 28; dispenmry at, 
A ; subvrogistry office at, 140 5 thifna, 
142, 148 ; doscription of, 270, 

horpook boldings, 188, 

Kor hill, 4, 6. 

Korfa boldinge, 195. 

oat, 74, 

Kotalpur, rainfall of, 18 ; diapensary at, 
845; former Indigo factory at, 1185 
ub-regatry fle at, 140; thitas, 142, 
148 5 achool at, 149; description of, 
170, 

Erishans (labourers, 109, 

Krishnabindh take, 162 

Kuchitkol, school at, 149; description 
of, 170, 

‘Kochkuchis, High achoo! at, 47,149, 

‘Kukbrt river, 6, 

Kurps, 116, 











L 

Labour supply, 104-105. 

Labourers, wager of, 102, 103 ; material 
condition of, 108, 

Labouring clases, 110, 

Tse industry, 118, 114, 

Lakes, 7,162, 

‘albindh lake, 162, 

Lantlords, relation with tenants, 61-62 5 
‘material condition of, 106-107. 

Lana mensures, 107. - 
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Land revenne, ndiiaistration of, 128: 
186 ;recaipta from, 187. 

Land tenure, 180, 186, 

Language, 40. 

Laterit, 9, 10 5 economic uses of, 115, 

Bingein, 24, 

Lenser of land, 198,184, 186, 

Legon, of Madex Mohan, 161-162 5 
of Chhwtns, 164-165 ; of Dhalbhim, 
168 ; of Lokpur, 170-171 ; of Raipur, 
172178; of SibrBkon, 178; of 
Sémuntabhim, 170-174; of Siuliphl, 
176; of Manohar, 170-177; of 
‘Tavgbhiim, 179. 

‘Leoperds, 16, 

“Leper asylum, 84-85. 

Loprory, 88. 

Libraries, 151. 

Literate poptlation, 149, 

“Lithomarge, 118. 

‘oal Boards, 145, 

‘oca Sult-Gorerament, 144147. 

abi, 180, 

TLokpar, description of, 170-171, 

x. 

Magiseatos, 188, 

‘Mahajans, 107,108, 109. 

Mahindérs (labourers), 103. 

Mabiowari porgana, 125. 

Maizo, ultivation of, 91. 

8 Indigo factory 

MaKtabr, 161, 


1s. 








dispensary at, 
84; pargans, 125; achool af,’ 140 5 
Aescription of, 171-172, 

‘Malla chiofe, 24-25, 

Malla era, 4% 

‘Mallabhica, deeription of 21.28; legen+ 
dary history of, 2225, 

Manat, worship of, 61. 

Mandal, 63, 04,68. 

Mandali holdings, 186, 

Mangelper, worwbip of Dharmarij at, 
5, 

_Manjhi or Santil headman, 65, 74. 

‘Manobar, legend of, 176, 177, 








186 


Maufrotars, 110416, 

Maritis, raids of, 98-20, 

Mariage coromong among , ho Bais, 
00.61 ; among the Bigs, 61. 

Marr, 6,, 

‘Manet, 7. 

ara, exltivation of, OL. 

‘Morao, 12 

Masaer Padi, 

‘Matarial condition of tho poople, 100+ 
100; of Imaloris, 100-107; of 
profeaonai classes, 107 of commer 
cial and Industral clauses, 107 5 of 
agriclturhts, "108 of labourer, 
108, 

Mathgods banda, 88, 

Maths cloths, 118, 

Maurass janis 184, 

‘Mouny of communication, 118-123, 

‘Mourns, 1. 

Medical arpects, 79-86 , intiations, 
88.84, 

‘Mosis, polio ontpont, 04, 148, 

Mois 0, 7, 





Mei hl 4, 
Miaat fom, 104, 

Mion, 116, 

Middle Boglish school, 140) of 
‘Worleynn Mission, 48, 49. 

Midilo’ Vernacular ehools, 140) of 
Wesleyan Minion, 68. 
Midnapore-dhorelt branch lin, 119, 
Migration, 45, 


Military Grand ‘rank Road, 12h, 

Mineral, 104, 116, 

‘Minor, Ld, ‘ 

‘Missions, Christian, 46-49, 

Molanns, manotactare of, 116. 

Money-ordos, 122, 

Montoon ralatall, 17-18. 

Mortgages of property, 100, 

‘Mohamr » 49-60; education of, 
181, 

Mukarrart tenures, 182-183 ; jam, 
234, ‘ 

Mukhya, 68, 64, 

Mundie language, 46, 

Moileipaltins 195-147, . 











ANDEX. 


Mosical schools, 160. 
‘Montard, cultivation of, OL, 
Mutiny of 1867, 41 





N. 


Nigpanchans, 61. 
Noid, 02. 

awit, 46, 

Nisiyanpur, 120, 

‘Nalaral calamities, 94-100, 
Natural divisions of aisteet, 2 
Navigation, 6, 122, 

Noyitbadi holdings, 184, 
‘Nowspapor, 161, , 


0. 


ccupitions of tho people, 110, 

Oitavods, cultivation of, 02. 

‘Ondi, rainfall of, 18 ; Wosleyan Miaslon 
schools at, 48 j former Indigo factory 
44, 116; wubsregintny feo at, 140 
‘hina, 143, 148, 

Ondigaim railway station, 110, 

Opium, consumption of, 180, 








Outposts, poli, 143, 
Outatitg, 1 
p ji 
Pachwai, covsmption of, 188, 180, , 
Padampur, 24, 
Path, 68, 
Palkhurdabi, 110, |, ri 
Palas ol at, 140, 





én, cultivation of, Oh, 

Panchak, 126, 126, 127, 

Ponchak’ mahale, 185-186, , 

anki, worship of Dharmas al 68 

Pardwianik, 65, 74, 

Parganas, 126. f | 

Parganaite, 74, 76. 4 

Paras, worship of Dharmarij at, 53. f 

Praturage, 98, ‘ 

athardabs, 110, 

Patt tenures, 181,182, 

Patstiées, 

Pateasiyar, 89, 116, 116. 

Poople, the, 48-71; material condition i 
‘of, 108-109 ; ocenpations of, 210, : 








teops. 187 
‘Permanently settled estates, 180, Rid, + 
Phulkuemk pargana, 125, 179, 180. Rarki bolt, 46, 


‘Physica appecty 1:18 

Pivdobi zullway station, 129, 

Piss, veneration of, 0-60, 

Polherbindh lake, 162, 

Pelle, adsainiatration of, 142148, 

Population, gromth of, 48) connys of 
1001, 42-44; donaity of, 4:46 5 urban, 
45 roma 45, 40, 

oat offices, 123, 

Postal communications, 192, 

Promifnanda orphanage, 40. 

Prices, 105 ; In famine, 96, 97, 09, 100. 

Primary education, 249-160, 

Private achools 151. 

Produuco rents, 102, 
Professional classe, 
condition of, 107, 
Public health, 7986, 
Pablio Works Dopurtient, 210,120, 
Punivol, 10, 
Parodit, 68, 





110; material 








@ 

Quarrios, 116, 

R, 

Rabi crops, 90,91, 

Tatts, woof, 122, 

Raghunith Singh, RAj6 of Bihoopury 
28, 

Railways, 19, 

Nalatll, 17-18 ; ta solution to ngeeale 

+ tuo, 868%, Z 

pur, rainfall of, 18; tebelion of 

(Chuart, 89,40; dinpensary ot, 843 par 
jana, 125 5 ubregistry offco at, 140 5 
thins, 96, 142, 148) doveription of 
ya.1%8, 

Rajgro, 110, 1695 eitkeweaving wt 
110, 112 pollen output, 148 school 
at, 149, 

Rijhit-Dir 

REmpur, 10, 

Rimage, 110, 121, 

Ringimolit, 12, 132, 

‘Riga Midaaporo road, 120, 

Rape, cultivation of, 2, 








pur, 112, 





Rates of rent, 101, 108, 

Registration, 189-140, 

Rogistry ofr, 140 

Rotiet works in. famine, 96, 07, 98, 99, 
200, 

Religions, 40-66 j of tho Gants, 76-70. 

Rontstrvo lands, 1243 tonnres, 198, 

Renty, 101-102 5 cash rents, 301,102; 
produce rents, 10% 

Reptile 17, 

Revenuo, admidistation of aid, 128 
136, 

Rovenue bistory, 199-180, 

Rovenuo of the distriot, 197-1405 lund 
rovanne, 107; stamps, 187-188; oxcleo 











188-169 ; censor, 189; Incomoctax, 
180; ragiatration, 189-140, 

Rico, eultivation of, 90.015 pele of, 
108 

River aystom, 4! 





Road uni Pub Works owen, 190, 

Road, 120-121, 

To} former dlaponsiry at, 84 former 
Indgo factory nh, 110; echo at, 
14, 

Rotation of erop, 9% 

Rapniviyan river, 6 

ural population, 46,48, 


Sabrikon, desetiption of, 173, 

Sadiat ghatodte, Ob, 126. 

aja cultivator, 102, « 

‘Bat forests 7,8. : 
Salami payment of, 18, 186,- 

Baldi 66, 

‘Salghiti, 121, ' 

‘Sali and, 89, 

Sill river, 6, 

Saltors, 88, 191; police outpost, 96, 
a 

Salt, pres of; 108, 

Simantabhimn, 22; description of,'27a 
16. . 





Samir, Be ae 
Sansicit fot 160, 181, 





[88° 


Santi language, 46, 74,77. 
Santtls of Dankuss, 68-50, 72-78; 
feonnection with Ini, 72; character, 
72.79 ; village lite, 78; emigration, 7 
tribal orgenization, T4265 religion, 
7620; Vellot in witchoratt, 70; 
practica of hook-awinging, 7%} manse- 
ments, 77 ; hunting, 77 ; coek-Aighting, 
‘77078 ; education of, 161, 

Sintor, 110, 

Sinteri, 10, 

Sardar, 64-6 

Sardar ghatoals, 64 127. 

Sarengé, Weslayan Mission at, 40; book- 
amingiog at, 65-665 description of, 175. 

Sorkari ponchaH tenures, 101, 126, 
a 

Sfebper, 116, 

‘Savings Bank transnetions, 122. 

Scarcity, 95-100, 

Boenory of tho district, 3. . 

Schools, 148.151; of Wesleyan Mieton, 
47495 High schools, 149; Midala 
Englied, 1495 Middlo Vernacular, 
149 ; Primary, 140-160 ; special 160, 

Secondary edvention, 149. 

‘Soleharbhim, 28, 

‘Sepals teruros, 181. 

Service tonure, 185-196, 

Bettloment of rent, 101, 

Settlements, ony, 12 
ands, 128-128, 

‘SuubGxjork porgans, 125, 

Sheikbs, 49. 

‘Bhiknt tenures, 182, 

Sike worship of Dharmasij_ at, 68, 

Sikharbbtm, 23, 

‘Siltbatt river, 6-7, 

Silat aves, 6-7, 

Sik weaving, 110.8, 

‘Simand dari holdings, 186. 

‘Sinanadare (watchmen), 65, 104, 148, 

Simifpil, 110; pelico oxtpoat, 95, 148 5 


























+ of ghateats 





‘Forgona, 128 ; description of, 176, 
Skin dlaues, 88, 

Sraall-pos, 82. 

Baakes, 17, 

ect life ofthe people, 61-714, 





Soaiimukif, 99, rainfall of, 18; come 
reread residency af, 89; dlspeneary 
at 8h; alk weaving at, 95 
former indigo’ factory at, 118 5 teloe 
fmaph ofco aby 122; sub-roghtry 
alice at, 1405 thon and outpont, 95, 
142, (248; * munlefplity, 247; 
school nf, 149; deveripton} of, 176+ 
wm. : 

Sonitapal, dseriptin of, 177-178, 

Special scheols, 160. 

Spint, consumption of, 189, 

Stamps, reveous from, 197-108, 

Statistis, vital, 70-60; of crops, 00, 
of elacation, 148, 249, 

Stone quarries, 115. 

Sabiiviaions of tho disteict, 187, 

Subhankavi Ba, 7, 87, 88, 

Sogarcano, cultivation of, 91. 

Sunt oi, 80, 

Sopply of labour, 104-108, 

Supor pargana, 125  doseription of, 100, 

Survey oud settlement of ghatwati 
Jands, 128-120, 

Susan il, 85 dveription of 178.270, ° 

Syamabiudh lako, 163, 

Syimumndarpur, 73 Land, 68; pargaita 
126, 170, 180. 
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Tabedir ghatwale, 65; duties of, 127, 

‘Taldingrs, police outpost, 148. 

‘Tanks irrigation from, 87. 

‘sali, 18, 

‘Tochnical education, 160, : 

‘Tolograph ofices, 122, 1 

Teli, 

‘Telistyne, 170. 4 

‘Tomperataro, 17. 

‘Temples of Bishnupur, description of, 
158.180, 

‘Temporarily acted estate, 128. 

‘Tenants holdings, 189. 

‘Tenants, relations with the, landlords, 
61.82. 

| Tenure-holders, 181, 188. * 





icaccieecemleeii 


INDEX, 


‘Tenures of land, 180186 5 estates, 180; 
tenures, 1901815 tenants? holdings, 
189-195; servioo tenuroy, 185-188 ; 
ront-fieo tenures, 186, 

‘isn, polis, 142, 148, 

21 oultieaton of, UL. 

Tilaghtge, 110, 

‘Tebnoco, manutactore of, 116, 

ols, 160,161, 

‘Topography, 1. 

‘Town 45, 40, 

‘Trade, 16-117, 

‘TrsSchng whoo, 150, 

Trees, 7,8, W146. 

‘eibes and cast, 66.61. 

‘Tangdhiim, 22 doexition of, 179-180, 

‘Tontik Musslaios, 199.140, 

‘Tuser alk weaving, 111-113, 








‘Vabaatw inna, 89, 
‘Union Committe, 145, 
‘Urban population, 45, 

Umey, methods of, 109, 


v. 


‘Vaceination, 88, 
‘Vaishnaylem, 00, 
‘Venoration of Piss, 49, 60, 
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Villages, 45.48, 
YVitlige lite, 99-71. 

Vilage oficias, 62-00, 

‘Village servants, mages of, 103-104, 
Vishoopor, See Bishnaper, 

‘Vital atatitls, 79.80, 


Ww. 





‘Wages, 102-105, 

Wator communications, 122, 

Waterfalls, 6 

Wearing of silly 10118; of cotton 
and wool, 18. * 

Weights, 117 

‘Wolly trrigation frm, 87. 

Wesleyan Minion, 4049. 

West Bards dist, 42, 

‘Whe, entiation of, 91 j pres of, 105. 

Witcherats, bei i, 70, 

‘Wild animals, 1426, 

Winds, 17. 

‘Women, eduction of, 160, 

Wood carving, 118, 

Wool weaving, 118, 

Z, 

Zantwtiri zonohalt tonsee, 101,186, 
a, 

Bars peshyt ira Wes, 198, 

i schol, 140, 

Zoology, 14.37, 
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